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A Message from Our PTA Board 
pring is officially here … yay!!! The PTA has is very busy getting ready for the biggest event of the year — 

the Spring Fair scheduled for Saturday, May 14
th

! The Spring Fair is always a great event and fun for 

the whole family. We are looking for volunteers and can use lots of extra hands for set-up, 

clean-up and the day of the fair. We will also be looking for donations for our baskets; each 

grade will have a theme. Please let us know if you or your high school student would be 

interested in assisting for a few hours that day. Your support would be MUCH 

APPRECIATED.  A few additional events to be aware of and plan for include: 

 

 6
th

 Grade Spring Fling, April 1
st
 @ the Knights of Columbus, 7-9 p.m. 

 April General PTA meeting, April 7
th

 in CB Library, 7 p.m. 

 Spring Clothing Drive, April 23
rd

 @ Copper Beech, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 6
th

 Grade Ice Skating Social, April 26
th

 @The Rink on Old York Road, 1-3 p.m. 

 All-School Roller Skating event, May 1
st
 @ Palace Roller Skating Center 

CB PTA hopes everyone enjoyed their spring break! 

Thank you, 
The PTA Board 

  

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance 
 

When it’s St. Patrick’s Day, everyone is 

a wee bit Irish!  Did you know that the 

tradition of wearing green on St. 

Patrick’s Day originated in the 1600s 

with the wearing of shamrocks and 

green ribbons in memory of Ireland’s 

patron saint? 
 

In Math, classes continue to hone their skills in 

graphing, measuring, adding and subtracting, in 

addition to recognizing and adding various coins and 

paper money. The students can now read and 

recognize numbers to 100. 
 

Seuss is on the Loose … In March, 

kindergarteners celebrated many of the Dr. 

Seuss stories through art projects, read-

alouds, and all things Seussational! 

 

Also, students were invited to participate in a Wacky 

Pajama Day on Friday, March 4
th

! The children could 

wear a pair of mixed-up, mismatched pajamas to 

school! 
 

Congratulations to Mrs. Bowlin's class who won the 

First-In-Math award for February. Many thanks to:  

 Ethan Darrow who earned over 4000 points 

 Una Sweeney who earned over 2000 points 

 Keira McAneney who earned over 1000 points 
 

Great job, girls and boys!!! 

 

Our first graders are really 

“springing” into action this 

month! March was Dr. Seuss’ 

birthday and in celebration, we 
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read lots of books in lots of nooks. We did lots of 

crafts and had lots of laughs. We learned about his 

life without any strife. Our rhymes can go on for 

days, in so many different ways! Spring Break came 

and went far too soon…did any of us visit the 

moon??? 

 

In Communications Arts, our first graders have been 

continuing our practice with long-vowel sounds and 

long-vowel teams. We have read about Benjamin 

Franklin, different types of stormy weather and a little 

rabbit and a piece of falling fruit. Our stories focus on 

higher-level thinking skills, such as making 

inferences and drawing conclusions.  

 

In Math, we are working through Unit 6 of our 

Everyday Math program. We are practicing our 

addition-fact strategies. Some strategies include 

Making 10, using Helper Facts with Near Doubles 

and exploring two-digit number stories. Science is 

also super ooey, gooey fun! We are experimenting 

with solids and liquids! We are comparing and 

contrasting their similarities and differences. Can you 

name a viscous liquid? Do you know any transparent 

solids?  

 

Goodbye, winter! Hello, spring!  We are 
looking forward to many interesting and 

fun lessons for our final marking period 

— butterflies, Publishing Center, just to 

name a few. We know that all of our 

second graders have been working so hard this winter. 

Publishing Center will continue this month with the 

personal-narrative topics.  We are eagerly awaiting 

the chance to illustrate our finished products and 

share them during our big celebration! 

 

In Language Arts, we will begin Unit 5 over the next 

couple of weeks. Some topics include: author’s 

purpose, compare and contrasting, and main idea and 

details. We will also begin working on expository 

writing.  

 

We will begin our final Science unit, 

Butterflies!  We will watch their life cycle 

progress into a beautiful butterfly and, as a 

culmination of the unit in the spring, we will 

visit Briar Bush to release our butterflies! We can’t 

wait. It will be an exciting time! 

 

In Math, we began learning different strategies to add 

and subtract in Unit 6. We will continue to practice 

our addition and subtraction throughout Unit 7 as 

well, but will also have a chance to explore 

measurement. We will learn two new math games this 

month: Hit the Target and Basketball Addition.  

 

Third grade remains busy as we 

approach the last couple of months for 

this school year. 
 

In Communication Arts, we wrapped up a 

unit and the children had a writing piece that involved 

step-by-step directions on how to play a game or do 

an activity. It was so interesting to read their topic 

choices, and there were some games and activities 

that were new to us. Following directions remains an 

important part of being a student, and this was a great 

lesson for them in thinking about how important 

giving and following directions is. 

 

During Math, we are certainly pushing ahead with our 

efforts regarding mastery of the multiplication facts in 

preparation for fourth grade. Please continue to utilize 

the technical support/websites made available to the 

students. The extra practice is a huge help! 

 

Some of us enjoyed a visit from Briar Bush Nature 

Center’s Environmental Educator, Mr. Ehren 

Gross.  The children always love to engage in his 

lessons — they help to provide a great real world 

science connection. Take care and happy spring! 

 

This beautiful weather is making us 

think about spring! But, wait a minute. 

Hang on — don’t let spring fever get the 

best of you! Remember to show your CB 

CARES behavior and to complete your 

assignments on time. 
 

Our fourth graders are preparing for the PSSAs in 

April. Congratulations on all of your hard work 

preparing for the testing this year. 

 

In Math, we are completing Unit 5 and will be 

moving into Unit 6. Some of the topics that we 
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will cover in this unit include division (so keep 

practicing those facts), interpreting remainders, U.S. 

customary units of weight, and measuring angles with 

a protractor. We will also be reviewing skills from 

earlier in the year to prepare for the PSSAs. 

 

In Health, we are starting our unit on Nutrition, 

Fitness and Disease. Can your child identify the 

essential nutrients needed for a healthy body? Are 

they reading labels, exercising more, and watching 

what they eat? Encourage them to stay active and to 

try new healthy foods, especially vegetables and 

fruits! Put a little spring in your step! 

 

In Social Studies, we finished the chapter about 

events leading up to the American Revolution and 

forming the new government. This new chapter 

discusses changes in transportation and moving 

westward, as well as the War of 1812. 

 

In Science, we’re preparing for the PSSAs! Students 

will be covering a variety of topics including 

watersheds and the water cycle, the solar system, 

motion and design, and tools used in scientific 

research. Students will also be displaying flashlights 

and wired houses that were made during the 

Electricity unit. 

 

In Language Arts, we are beginning unit 5. Skills 

include summarizing, using an index, using figurative 

language, and differentiating between fact and 

opinion. We’ve also covered adjectives in their 

comparative and superlative forms, analogies, and 

antonyms. These skills will be explored through 

reading fiction and nonfiction text selections in our 

anthology. 
 

 

In Communication Arts, students will be 
writing compare-and-contrast essays. 

Besides the compare-contrast focused 

studies in Theme 5, students will sharpen 

their listening comprehension, strengthen 

their vocabulary strategies, enhance their 

reading comprehension, and continue to 

improve their recognition, and use, of literary 

elements. This will all help us do our best on 

the Pennsylvania ELA (English Language 

Arts) Test. The test requires students not just 

to know answers, but to explain and justify their 

thinking and to communicate clearly. These are all 

important academic, work, and life skills! 

 

Congratulations to all of our Reading Olympiads! 

Many fifth graders represented Copper Beech during 

this year’s Reading Olympics competition. Students 

will demonstrate academic excellence and 

camaraderie as they read and prepared for questions 

on over 40 books. A special thanks to all our teacher 

coaches and our grade-level coordinator,  

Mrs. Hagarty. 

 

In Social Studies, students are learning about the 

American Civil War. They will be taking a field trip 

to Fort Mifflin on the Delaware, to learn about how 

this fort helped save Philadelphia and gave General 

Washington time to get to Valley Forge for the 

winter. This ultimately enabled the colonists to win 

the war for independence. 

 

In Math, students are working on how our place-value 

system works with large numbers, decimals and even 

the metric system. We are learning how to explain our 

thinking, critique arguments, and communicate in 

mathematical language. We are also learning cool 

new games, such as Decimal Domination and 

Exponent Football. 

 

Fifth graders have been enjoying many special 

activities during and after school. Dr. Portman offers 

Guitar Club and Coding Club during recess. Ms. 

Ryan hosts KIND Club after school. Mrs. Hagarty 

and Ms. Richards have been coordinating the after-

school academic club in reading and math. 
 

 

Man, that was fast. Another month 

gone by, and I’m supposed to fill you 

in, huh? Well, I’m fresh outa’ 

material. So, I’ll make it quick:  

 Math: Geometry — volume, 

area, surface area, prisms, etc. Moving onto 

more algebra shortly … 

 Reading: Author's purpose and 

perspective, comparing/contrasting, 

writing our own fictional narratives. 

Someone's got a Silver Pen coming 

his/her way … 
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 Health:   DARE 

 Science: Matter and Energy — Steven 

Hawking must be really smart to actually GET 

this stuff … 

 Social Studies: Middle Ages — lots of plague 

and illiteracy, but they probably sounded 

really smart with those English accents and 

all.  

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR: PSSA Testing: 

Weeks of April 11
th

 – 15
th

 and 18
th

 – 22
nd

  

 

Until next time, take care of yourselves ... and each 

other. 
 
 
 

From the Desks of 
Our School Principals … 

 

his year is Marching right along. We are excited 

that the cold and snowy winter has ended, and 

spring is approaching. We were excited to see 

everyone during Parent-Teacher Conferences this 

month. Hope that everyone enjoyed a great Spring 

Recess.    

  

The arrival of April brings us to the PSSAs.  Students 

in grades 3 thru 6 will take these standardized tests. 

During testing weeks, please make sure your child has 

a good night’s rest and a healthy breakfast.   We are 

confident that everyone will do their BEST on the 

TEST! 
  

 Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

 

Pet Food Drive Overwhelming Response … The 

KIND Club expresses its gratitude to the many 

students, parents, and staff of Copper Beech for their 

generous contributions to the pet-food 

collection for the Montgomery County SPCA. 

The response was truly heartening. The drive 

collected over 200 items that included canned 

and dry food, towels, and cleaning supplies. 

The Montgomery County SPCA, which operates three 

shelters, receives no government funds and relies on 

the generous contributions of individuals and groups. 

The food and supplies you donate go directly to help 

homeless animals. Your kindness to animals is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

“Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun 

makes ice melt, kindness causes misunderstanding, 

mistrust, and hostility to evaporate.”   

— Albert Schweitzer 

 

— Mary Ryan 

KIND Club Faculty Advisor 

 

 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

We are in the middle of our BATTLE OF THE 

BOOKS contest, and the students are so excited to be 

introduced to many new and classic books.  Students 

are voting for their favorite book after the librarians 

give a book talk in order to determine which book is 

Copper Beech’s  all around favorite read.  The 

structure is similar to the March Madness basketball 

bracket competition, and the students are really 

enjoying it!  The winner should be announced the 

week of April 11
th

, so we’ll keep you posted … 

 

We are gearing up for our PTA-sponsored author visit 

on May 17
th

!  We are happy to have invited Cynthia 

Lord to Copper Beech for a series of presentations to 

for students in third, fourth and fifth grades. Students 

will be able to order books for her to sign, and there 

are plenty to choose from!  She has written the Hot 

Rod Hamster and Shelter Pet Squad series, as well as 

such great novels as Rules and A Handful of Stars.  

Be sure to ask your kids about this awesome 

event!   

Happy Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 
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From Our Reading Specialists … 
 

Keys to Good Comprehension … Learning to infer, 

or “read between the lines,” is one key to 

good reading comprehension.  Consider 

these tips for helping your child make 

inferences when he/she reads:  

 Describe the setting.  Select a book, and read a 

few sentences to your child.  Leave out the words 

that name the setting.  Example:  “Sand stretched 

in all directions … cacti dotted the landscape.” 

Give your child a hint (“Where do you see lots of 

sand and cacti?”) 

 Use prompts. Questions that start with “Why do 

you think….?” or “How do you know….?” can 

encourage your child to infer.  You might ask why 

he/she thinks a character behaved the way he did. 

Together, look for clues in the book that may help 

him/her answer the questions.   
 

Information obtained from the Reading Connection 

 

Go Bananas for Books! We are excited to report that 

the Copper Beech students have read over 1,000,000 

minutes for our Reading 

Incentive.  Please continue to 

foster the love of literature in 

your home and watch your 

child collect our reading tags. 

 

An exciting assembly about the Reading Incentive is 

planned to occur next month.  Stay tuned for further 

developments!!! 

 

Friends’ Spring Flea Market, Book and Plant Side-

walk Sale        
To be held on the sidewalk in front 

of Abington Free Library Saturday, 

April 16
th

 from 9:30 a.m to 3:30 

p.m. Sponsored by the Friends of the 

Abington Township Public 

Libraries, the event offers used 

books on a variety of topics provided by the Book 

Cellar and half-priced for the sidewalk sale! 

Children’s activities will be offered. 
 

Briar Bush Nature Ctr. Earth Day Celebration 
Briar Bush will celebrate Earth Day on Sunday, 

April 17
th

 from 1to 4 p.m. They will offer hikes, 

crafts, animal programs and other fun 

Earth Day activities. It is free for 

students and adults! 

— Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Mrs. Foley,  

Mrs. Rink, and Mrs. Goldstein 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    On a Musical Note 

Copper Beech instrumental and chorus students are 

hard at work preparing for our Spring Concerts!! All 

CB instrumental students should be practicing every 

day to be ready for the big show. 
— Ray Haertsch, Jr. 

CB Music 

 
 
 
 

Good Fun at CB Run  
Thanks to everyone who came out to support Copper 
Beech’s 5K Fun. The fun run was well-attended, and 

we couldn’t have asked for a better day! 

— Mark Marinello 

Copper Beech PE Department 

 
 

Earth Day, April 22, 2016… 
“A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself. Forests 

are the lungs of our land, purifying the air 
and giving fresh strength to our people. ” 

— Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 

 

National Arbor Day is April 29, 2016 … When J. Sterling 

Morton founded Arbor Day in 

1872, his idea was simple enough 

— set aside a special day for tree 

planting.  So, why not plant a tree 

this year?  
Do the world some good! 


