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A Message from Our PTA Board 
Happy 2016, Copper Beech Families!   We are now halfway through the school year. The second half of the year will fly 
by so, hang on!! Here are some fast-approaching events and activities to consider being a part of or attending:  

 

 The Publishing Center is about to be back in full swing, and the students in grades K-2 have 

already begun to write their stories.  If you are interested in volunteering, please let us know. 

There’s lots to do in preparation of this project both in and out of school, so if interested, 

please do inquire! The interviewing of our student writers will be underway 

shortly so, be on the lookout for parent helpers in the hallways.  Also, if you 

are in the PTA office while the Publishing-Center team is working, please be respectful of their 

space and the job they are doing!   

 Family Game Night is coming up on Feb. 5
th

 at 7 p.m.  Donations are being accepted! This night 

is sure to include lots of BINGO fun, with great prizes to be won!   

 Girls Night Out is going to be held on Friday, Feb. 19
th

 at Copper Beech.  Parents/guardians, be sure to get those 

lovely, little girls ready for a night of fun with their special someone.  And, Boys Night Out is scheduled for March 

18
th
, more details to come. 

 Back by popular demand is Trivia Night, Feb. 26
th

 from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the 

VFW. This is an adults-only event that will include food, beverages, team trivia, and 

prizes. Tickets can be purchased via the PTA website.    

 Lastly, spring will be here before we know it!  Plans for the Spring Fair (May 14
th

) 

are already underway.  We will be looking for lots of volunteers for set-up, breakdown 

and assistance throughout the day of the event.  It takes a lot of people to make this 

huge event successful, so if you already know you’d be available and willing to help, 

please let us know!    

 

  Thank you, 
The PTA Board 

 

 

  

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Congratulations to Mrs. Bowlin’s 

kindergarten class!  It was the first 

kindergarten class to receive the First-in-

Math Achievement Award. 

Needless to say, the children are so 

excited. And, thank you to our school’s 

curriculum specialist, Mr. Richard Welsh!  This 

award is given to the classroom with the highest 

points accumulated in First-In-Math. 

 

This month, we are putting a lid on our Reading theme, 

Food.  We’ll soon be entering the world of Animals.  

While in Math, we continue to work on: identifying coins 

(nickel and dime); skip-counting by 2s, 5s, and 

10s; counting forward to 70; exploring measuring 

tools; writing numbers in the 20s, 30s, and 40s; 

and graphing. 
 

All of the classes learned about Martin Luther 

King, Jr. in celebration of the slain civil-rights 
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leader’s birthday.  Children in Mrs. Bowlin’s class learned 

King’s famous I Have a Dream speech in sign language!   
 

The children are very excited about creating their own 

100
th
-day-of-school tee shirts.  Time really flies in the  

Big K! 

 
 

Happy New Year to all our students and 
families. The first-grade teachers welcome 

everyone back from their winter break. As 

you know, we have started our third unit in 

Language Arts. We are all looking forward to 

our remaining themes: Me and My Shadow, 

Our Families, and Family Time. We started with the long 

/a/ sound and will finish the unit with triple-letter 

consonant blends. We will continue to analyze characters 

and settings, make predictions, and identify author’s 

purpose. 
 

In Math, we are working with standard and nonstandard 

units of measurement. The students are enjoying collecting 

data and working with base-10 blocks during our math 

explorations and centers. We will finish the unit with 

doubles facts and open-ended math questions.  
 

The second marking period in Science has introduced us to 

Solids and Liquids. Students will learn different properties 

of each. They will conduct experiments to see if solids can 

stack, roll, and the hardness of each object. The students 

will then test the liquids to see how well they mix and 

which ones are the fastest moving. 
 

First grade also looks forward to many exciting winter 

themes and activities relating to writing and Martin Luther 

King Day! 
 

 

The teachers and students would like to 

wish everyone a happy and healthy New 

Year.  This month in Math, the students will 

continue to strengthen their addition and 

subtraction skills. They have also been 

practicing telling time and reading and 

writing three-digit numbers. 
 

In Language Arts, we are completing the theme,  

Better Together. They have read fiction and non-fiction 

stories about people and characters working together.  

The boys and girls are honing their writing skills as they 

learn to write persuasive letters.  The students are 

also learning how to just say NO to drugs in 

Health class. 
 

In Social Studies, students will be learning about 

the first settlers that came to America and the birth 

of our country. 

The teachers are in the process of organizing a trip to 

Elmwood Park Zoo during the month of May. More 

information will follow as it becomes available. 

 
 

Happy New Year! Welcome to another busy 

month for our third graders. 
 

In Communication Arts, we are moving 

through Unit 3. One of our stories involved 

ecosystems and how we can help to protect 

our environment. The students were so engaged and had 

wonderful ideas to help the cause in their communities. 

Keep up the good work with our school-wide Reading 

incentive, Go Bananas for Books. 
 

Our Math curriculum is full of new methods and ideas for 

geometry. We are working hard to solve area and 

perimeter problems. Check out our new Student Reference 

Books. They are larger in both size and great information. 

We love them! We continue to study facts; remember there 

is power in numbers! 
 

During Social Studies, we focused many lessons on the life 

and ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King. We also celebrated 

his life and accomplishments by participating in the annual 

assembly. Congratulations to all of our students who won 

the Dr. King Peace Award. They should be proud!! 
 

The third-grade faculty wants to thank our parents and 

guardians for your continued support! 

 
 

The fourth grade fuses the New Year with 
our new unit on Electricity in Science. 

Students will continue to see the importance 

of documenting and making observations, as 

well as investigating inquiries. 
 

In Math, we summed up our unit on Fractions. The next 

unit focuses on multiplication of two-digit numbers and 

work on liquid-and-mass measurement using the metric 

system. Ongoing practice with basic facts at home and in 

school continues. 
 

Language Arts challenges the students to identify and 

evaluate the author’s purpose through great American 

stories like My Brother Martin. Students will also learn to 

compare and contrast, summarize and use sequencing. 

Check with your child and please send more 

pencils and supplies if needed. 
 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about how 

people made a living in the Pennsylvania colony 

and how pioneers explored and settled in the 

frontier lands. 
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We would like to say thank you to Mr. Ray Haertsch for 

helping our fourth graders do such a wonderful job in their 

MLK Day Assembly performance of James Taylor’s, Shed 

a Little Light. The students performed beautifully! 
 

 

February is Black History Month. Our 
Reading curriculum features award-winning 

fiction stories and nonfiction articles on 

African-American history and civil rights.  

We will be exploring the accomplishments of 

celebrated African Americans throughout American 

history with the use of videos, literature, and class 

discussion.  We will also be participating in this year’s 

African American Read, during which classes will read 

books by African American authors and about topics 

relating to African American history and culture. 
 

In Math, we will be starting Unit 5, Operations with 

Fractions.  We will be covering topics such as adding, 

subtracting, and multiplication and division of fractions 

and mixed numbers, exponential notation, the order of 

operations, and the addition and subtraction of positive and 

negative numbers. Winter is a great time to talk about 

positive and negative numbers as we watch the mercury 

rise and fall!     
 

Students are positively buoyant about our current Science 

unit, Floating and Sinking, where they are exploring 

variables, calibrating measuring tools, building boats, and 

learning about nature and technology.  In Social Studies, 

classes are wrapping up units on the American 

Revolution, and beginning a unit on U.S. Expansion and 

the West. 
 

In December, fifth graders participated in An Hour of 

Code, a global initiative to involve students in Computer 

Science. Students had fun learning how to code game 

strategies for Star Wars, Minecraft, and other popular 

games. Everyone was successful in this event that 

combined fun and learning. Thanks to Dr. Portman and 

the IT team for sharing this event with Copper Beech. 
  

Students love working on the computer, and they can keep 

learning at home with computer-based practice.  We have 

an array of programs that can be accessed from home, 

including the ever-popular First in Math, as well as  

Study Island, Compass Learning, and ConnectEd 

Everyday Math.    
     

“One man come in the name of 

love, one man come and go...”  In 

honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

let us try to remember that a day off 

from school on Monday, Jan. 18
th
, 

should always be a day on for action and service to others. 
 

Here’s where we are and where we’re headed... 

Unit 4 Math: Algebraic Concepts — Parents, try to 

summon up as much junior high and high school math 

class memories as you can. 
 

Communication Arts Unit 3: Cause-and-effecting 

summarizing, drawing conclusions, all while using context 

clues to determine vocabulary meanings. In other words, 

READING. 
 

Social Studies: Unit 2: Greece and Rome — yea, they 

were pretty smart. The Colosseum still stands today, and 

the Vet was falling apart after a mere 40 years. 
 

Science Fusion: The human body is quite amazing. 
 

Dates to Remember: 

 Jan. 28
th

 — 6
th

 Grade Talent Show 

 Feb. 12
th

, 15
th

 — Presidents' Weekend/No school 

 

“ … and recognize that there are ties between us, all men 

and women, living on the Earth, ties of hope and love, 

sister and brotherhood...”  Until next time, take care of 

yourself, and each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Desks of 
Our School Principals … 

appy New Year! We hope everyone had a very 
relaxing and enjoyable winter break. In recognition 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Copper Beech held a 

whole-school assembly and presented the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Peace Awards.  

  

Just as a reminder, Kindergarten registration 

will be held on Feb. 3
rd

 and 4
th

.   

  

Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 
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The 

Library 

Report  

 

e hope everyone enjoyed their winter break and 
spent time reading all the great books that were 

purchased at the Barnes & Noble Book Fair in December.  

Thanks to everyone who participated and supported our 

Bananas for Books program! 
 

Many of our students participated in The Hour of Code in 

December in library classes, and it was a huge success.  

The students were introduced to the initiative and then 

worked on computers to experiment with Blockly code and 

JavaScript.  It is estimated that over one million jobs will 

go unfilled in this nation if we don’t make more progress 

with teaching our kids to code.  Copper Beech librarians 

believe in the power of code and encourage our kids to 

keep practicing at Code.org! 
 

Preparations for Reading Olympics are underway in full 

force at Copper Beech.  The teams have been assembled 

and have begun to meet to organize strategies.  The library 

has acquired additional titles, and they have been 

processed and are ready to fly off our shelves. The recess 

presentations of eBooks and Audio Books have also 

begun; for the next 12 weeks, the library will present 

Rump, Hatchet, Ida B. and Bigger Than a Breadbox at 

recess times on Tuesdays to our 4
th
, 5

th
 and 6

th
 graders on a 

first come, first-served basis.  We are hoping to inspire the 

competitors to finish the books on their own.  The team 

coaches and librarians want to offer many ways for 

students to access the books in order that they will have 

diverse tools to help them to prepare for the competition.  
  

On Feb. 6
th

, all families are asked to participate in the 

Fifth Annual TAKE YOUR CHILD TO THE LIBRARY 

DAY!!  This important celebration is recognized in the 

United States and Canada and is intended to raise 

awareness regarding the importance of introducing your 

child to all of the services available to them for FREE at 

your local library.  Commit to applying for a Montgomery 

County Library card for your child; it is a gift that 

keeps on giving!   

 

(Download your library card application at 

www.mclinc.org/Documents/cardApp/2015-06-

17_MCLINCRegistrationForm.pdf).  

 

Happy New Year, and all the best to you and your families 

in 2016!!  

Happy Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From Our Reading Specialists … 
Here are some great read-aloud suggestions for parents 

to use to promote a love of reading. Reading aloud to 

children models fluent reading and inflection, and 

develops vocabulary. Also, reading aloud aids in the 

understanding of story patterns.  
 

Edward B. Fry PhD. and Jacqueline E. Kress Edd., in the 

book The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists suggested, 

“Children’s listening levels are higher than their 

independent reading level, particularly in the elementary 

grades. Books for reading aloud may be as much as three 

years above students’ reading level and still may be ‘just 

right’ for comprehension and enjoyment.”  The following 

books are wonderful grade-appropriate Read-Aloud 

suggestions. 

Kindergarten 

Elmer by David McKee 

If you Give a Moose a Muffin by Laura Numeroff 

The Mitten by Jan Brett 

The Three Little Javelinas by Susan Lowell 

The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl 

Grade One 

Biscuit Finds a Friend by Alyssa Capuccilli 

Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco 

Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears byVerna Aardema 

Grade Two 

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine 

Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes 

The Widow’s Broom by Chris Van Allsburg 

Grade Three 

The Story Julian Tells by Ann Cameron 

Grade Four 

Beezus and Ramona by Beverly Cleary 

W 
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Be a Perfect Person in Just Three Days! by S. Manes 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar 

The Chocolate Touch by Patrick S. Catling 

Grade Five 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 

The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynn Reid Banks 

The Widow’s Broom by Chris Van Allsburgh 

Grade Six 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher P, Curtis 

Holes by Louis Sachar 
 

Go Bananas for Books!  Students are encouraged to color 

one banana for every twenty minutes read at home.  

Students should continue to submit completed forms to 

their teacher in exchange for a tag.  We are excited to 

report that the Copper Beech students have read 928,740 

minutes for our Reading Incentive.  Many students have 

earned tags.  Please continue to foster the love of  

literature in your home and watch your child collect our 

reading tags. 

— Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Ms. Goldstein,  

Ms. Rink, and Ms. Foley  
 

 

Keeping Dr. King’s  

Dream Alive Every Day  

Coretta Scott King, wife of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

wrote about her 

husband and the 

meaning of his 

holiday saying that 

MLK Day “is not 

only for celebration 

and remembrance, 

education and 

tribute, but above 

all a day of 

service.” She 

encourages all 

Americans to “perform service in hospitals and shelters 

and prisons and wherever people need some help. It is a 

day of volunteering to feed the hungry, rehabilitate 

housing, tutoring those who can’t read, mentoring at-risk 

youngsters, consoling the broken-hearted and a 

thousand other projects for building the beloved 

community of his dream.”  
 

Quoting her husband, Mrs. King reminds us all 

that we all have to one day make the decision to 

“walk in the light of creative altruism or the 

darkness of destructive selfishness.”  
 

In honoring the dream that Dr. King envisioned and the 

life that he lived, we are all called to make “our personal 

commitment to serve 

humanity with the vibrant 

spirit of unconditional love 

that was (King’s) greatest 

strength, and which 

empowered all of the great 

victories of his leadership. 

And with our hearts open to 

this spirit of unconditional 

love, we can indeed achieve 

the Beloved Community of 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

dream.”  Mrs. King 

encouraged all of us to 

“pledge to serve humanity, promote his teachings and 

carry forward his legacy into the 21st Century.” 

(www.thekingcenter.org) 
 

 

 

 

KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

 

KIND Club has started its annual pet food drive to 

benefit the Mont-

gomery County 

SPCAs. Please look 

for collection boxes 

throughout the school 

or leave items in the 

main office.  
 

We’ve also been 

learning about animal 

communication, 

disaster preparedness 

for pets, and 

identifying birds in 

winter. Students have 

been enjoying the 

tasty snacks sent in by 

KIND Club parents. Thank you to our December 

parent helper, Courtney Gaynor (Sophia's mom). 
 

Pictured above are Jay Husted and his dad putting the 

finishing touches on the Serviceberry tree in the Kind 

Club garden. 
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