
“Imagine there’s no countries, It isn’t hard to do, 

Nothing to kill or die for And no religion too 

Imagine all the people, Living life in peace..” 

— John Lennon 
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A Message from Our PTA to You… 
he PTA has a lot to be thankful for this holiday season!  We have so many wonderful families at Copper Beech, 
incredible students, and outstanding parent volunteers. Additionally, we are grateful for our wonderful teachers and 

school administrators, all of whom help to make our events so successful.  
 

All of our fall events — Goodies with Guest, Fall Festival/Pizza Night, Yankee Candle Fundraiser, 

Box Tops submittal, 6
th

 Grade Hayride Social, Square 1 Art Fundraiser, Clothing Drive, Book Fair, 

Hoagie Night, and Pancake Breakfast — have been great successes this year. Lots of folks made this 

possible, so a special THANK YOU to all of you who coordinated these efforts!   

Don’t forget, the PTA collects Box Tops, Labels for Educations, metal soda tabs, and used/empty 

ink cartridges throughout the year! These items can be bagged and sent to school via your children or dropped 

off at the PTA office at any time. The Master of Brick Club is also welcoming LEGO® donations.  

We hope you can join us for our December PTA meeting.  We will have some holiday treats to help get into the holiday 

spirit! Be sure to mark your calendars for the following important dates:  

 Dec. 3
rd

 – PTA Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec. 15
th

, 16
th

, 17
th

 – Early Dismissal/Teacher Conferences 

 Dec. 16
th

 – Literature Night at Barnes & Noble 

 Dec. 14
th

 – Winter Concert at 1:30 p.m. 

 Dec. 24
th

 – Jan. 3
rd

 – School Closed/Winter Break 
 

The PTA wishes everyone a safe and wonderful Thanksgiving and holiday season!   

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!  

— Your PTA Board  

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance … 
 

 

Check out the Copper Beech Facebook page 

to see pictures of both Mrs. Woods’ and Mrs. 

Bowlin’s classes.  Also, Mrs. Bowlin’s class 

was featured in the Glenside News and the 

Times Chronicle.  
 

In Reading, we’re finishing up our Friends theme, and 

we’ll be really going places with our next theme, 

Transportation.  In Math, the students are: counting 

forward to 50; counting back from 10; and reading 

numbers 1 through 19. We are working on recognizing all 

sorts of shapes, including the triangle, square, circle and 

rectangle. We’re also working on recognizing simple 

examples of symmetry, and finding solutions to simple 

addition stories.  We are continuing with our graphing 

activities and making connections between written 

numbers and what they stand for.  We enjoyed our 

American Education Visitation with the parents.   

Thanks for coming! 

 

Our first graders are turning into truly 
wonder-fall learners!  We are working hard 

in Math, Social Studies, Science and 

Communication Arts.  We are using our  

super-duper scientist senses to observe and 

record weather.  In Communication Arts, we are 

continuing work in our second unit, Outside My Door.  

We are reading stories about all of the cool things we can  
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do outside.  We are also reading some great stories about 

animals!   
 

The first graders have moved into Unit 3 of our Everyday 

Math Program.  We are exploring number-story strategies, 

counting-and-skip counting, and we will be learning about 

our famous Frames and Arrows! 
 

First grade in the fall is packed with learning and fun, and 

for that, we are thankful!  We enjoyed our Halloween 

parade and parties and are so excited for Thanksgiving!  

We will try to save the turkey from the dinner table!  We 

wish all the first-grade families a Happy Thanksgiving!  

Gobble, gobble, gobble!! 
 

Our year is flying by in second grade!  With 
Thanksgiving rapidly approaching, the 

second-grade teachers are quite grateful to 

work with such diligent and enthusiastic 

students each day.   
 

Right now, we are in the midst of Unit 2 in 

Communication Arts, which is filled with stories about 

Growth and Change.  In addition, the students are 

beginning to work on their second writing workshop of the 

year which is a How-To story.  Whether you need advice 

on making a PB&J sandwich, building a snowman or 

anything in between, our stories can tell you all of the 

steps you will need to complete! 
 

In Math, we recently began Unit 3, which focuses heavily 

on Fact Strategies.  Students are learning lots of new 

games and activities, including a game called Salute!  In 

addition, lots of students have been practicing their facts 

on First in Math in hopes of earning the Player-of-the-Day 

badge.  Keep up the great work! 
 

Finally, second graders are wrapping up a unit on Soils in 

Science.  Students have done tons of hands-on 

observations and activities and have learned all kinds of 

information about soil along the way.  With lessons on 

everything from composting to settling, it is safe to say 

that many students are becoming experts on the ins and 

outs of soil! 
 

We wish everyone in the Copper Beech community a 

Thanksgiving full of family, food, and fun! 
 

We completed our first Communication Arts 
assessment in the month of November. The 

children were able to write about a 

time that they felt good about 

themselves. Ask them to tell you about 

their writing and encourage writing 

practice. Give them questions relating to life events, 

interests, or school and ask them to respond in 

writing. 

Our Math lessons have involved division, multiplication, 

frames and arrows, arrays and exploring measurement. It is 

so helpful when the children can use these concepts in 

everyday activities outside of school. Again, encourage 

them to use these concepts. We are currently engaged in 

Unit 3, and the lessons are based on Numbers and 

Operations, as well as Algebraic thinking. 
 

Science is all about Rocks and Minerals, and the students 

love it. We have encouraged them to bring in collections 

as well as what they may find as they are out in nature 

exploring. We will be involved in a variety of activities 

that involve scientific thinking on multiple levels. 
 

We enjoyed seeing our parents during American 

Education Week. There were Science lessons, 

Thanksgiving activities, and project presentations that 

allowed students and parents to interact. Parents 

commented on how much fun they had and how proud 

they were watching their children engaged in the event. 

Thank you to those who were able to attend. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving to our third grade families from your 

third-grade team! 
 

The fourth grade is finishing up the 

Science theme, Ecosystems. Watch for final 

assessment information to come home. 

Classes will then talk about the effects of 

pollution on an ecosystem. Mock pollution 

scenarios will include the consequences of using rock salt, 

chemical fertilizers, and acid rain. 
 

We urge you to continue drilling and practicing with 

multiplication and division facts at home. The upcoming 

unit will cover fractions in the following ways: equal 

sharing, equivalence, and comparing and ordering. We will 

also cover decimals to the hundredths place and metric 

measurements. 
 

In Social Studies, we will be starting a new chapter in 

Pennsylvania history. This includes learning about 

William Penn, the Quakers, our state’s early government, 

Native American/colonist relationships, and immigration 

in colonial PA. 
 

Thank you to those families who visited our classrooms 

for American Education Week. We hope you enjoyed 

seeing your students at work, and saw why CB is such a 

great place to be! 
 

Read, read, read! If you want to become a 

better athlete, what do you do? Practice! If you 

want to become a better reader, what should 

you do? PRACTICE, of course! Come and see 

our book reports and PA maps adorning the 
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hallways. Our teachers and students are proud of their 

work and effort. 
 

Please be on the lookout for conference invitations soon. 

We work hard to try to accommodate requests for days and 

times, but due to sibling scheduling and other special 

needs, not all requests can be honored. 
 

Finally, we are thankful at this time of the year for our 

students and the families who support our efforts here in 

fourth grade. Have a Happy Thanksgiving with your 

friends and family! 

 

In our new Math program, we will be 

starting Unit 3, Fraction Concepts, addition 

and subtraction of fractions and mixed 

numbers. The goal of the unit is to develop 

fraction sense through estimation and visual 

models, such as number lines and fraction 

circle pieces. They will be solving fraction-of problems 

and playing the competitive game, Fraction Capture. 

 

Students are enjoying friendly competition in the First in 

Math program, an exciting online math adventure program 

that allows students to building fluency and hone math 

skills and problem solving at the student’s own level of 

readiness. Every day there is a Player of the Day who has 

worked to earn the greatest number of playing points. 

Students work from home to practice math skills. They 

earn certificates and proudly wear the Player-of-the-Day 

award at school. Thanks to Mr. Welsh, Elementary 

Curriculum Specialist, for organizing this fun and 

engaging math challenge. 

 

In Communication Arts, students are learning how to write 

persuasive essays that include research and reasoning. Did 

you know that students will be expected to read and 

understand more and more nonfiction as they advance to 

higher grades? That's why our Reading program 

incorporates several high quality informational articles and 

stories. In Unit 2, we learned about snakes, the Vietnam 

Memorial, the Caribbean Islands, and men and women of 

the Old West. In each theme, students are encouraged to 

look beyond the cool facts, and examine the author's 

perspective and purpose. At the same time, we are working 

on comprehension strategies of making inferences, finding 

the main idea, and summarizing. 

 

In Social Studies, we are learning about the 13 

colonies and how individuals and groups began 

to express their desire for freedom and rights, and 

how they began to form democratic institutions 

and processes. We are examining the big ideas of 

cooperation, conflict, authority, and change. 

In Science, we are concluding our study of Microworlds, 

which emphasizes use of the microscope to study 

nonliving specimens, plant cells, and one-celled 

organisms. We learned about the history of the 

microscope, and how the device led to advances in human 

health and medicine. 

 

We wish to thank the PTA for sponsoring the Anti-

Bullying Assembly this month. The show was enlightening 

and entertaining. 

 

“Nothin’ lasts forever, And we both know 

hearts can change, And it’s hard to hold a 

candle, In the cold November rain.” 
 

So, while I'm trying to keep this candle 

burning, I'll hurry up and give you the latest 

run-down... 
 

We’ve LCM’d and GCF’d, divided and multiplied 

fractions, converted between ratios, and calculated rates 

(Math Unit 2). This Everyday Math Edition 4 has been no 

sweat. We are now uber-prepared to create any number of 

scrumptious cereal recipes, with or without a 

proportionately raspberry flavor (though not with real 

raspberries — they'd make the cornflakes part soggy). 
 

Oh yea, we’ve inferred and generalized, problem-solved, 

and summarized (Reading Unit 2), all while realizing that 

plurals and possessives are NOT the same thing. Why we 

can’t text-message with grammatical correctness is another 

matter entirely. 
 

We’ve found out about the complexity of Earth’s biomes 

and somehow differentiated among various types of 

resources (renewable, nonrenewable, natural, material) and 

the various cycles (nitrogen, carbon, water), all while 

realizing that Einstein and Galileo and Copernicus were 

most likely smarter than we are; but, man, are we trying 

hard! (Science Fusion) 
 

Oh and one more thing — those Egyptian pyramids are 

HUGE (Social Studies Unit 1). There is no way that they 

could have been built without cranes or backhoes or other 

power equipment; but, they were! 
 

Until next time, take of yourself...and each other. And just 

remember... 
 

“Sometimes I need some time on my own 

Sometimes I need some time all alone 

Everybody needs some time  

On their own 

Don't you know you need  

some time all alone...” 
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Breaking News! 
The CB Beech Shack  

is open for business!   

Led by our own  

Cougar Kids, the  

Beech Shack is open on 

Thursdays during recess 

periods. Students 

 may purchase various 

items, including:   

Pencils or Small 

Erasers 25¢;  

Pop-a-Point Pencils 

50¢; Pencil Sharpeners 

50¢; 

Notepads 75¢; 

Stampers 75¢ 

Folders and Pencil Pals 

$1.00. 

 

A Message from Our Principals … 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Halloween 
Parade and celebrations.   The students enjoyed themselves 

during the classroom 

parties and alternative 

activities. We had a 

fun-filled and Safe day. 
   

We hosted Peace Week 

during the week of 

Nov.  3
rd

 through 7
th
.  

Thank you to the PTA 

for sponsoring the 

Stand Up and Step In 

assembly, where 

students learned how to 

be an active bystander 

in bullying situations.   

The students did a 

wonderful job 

demonstrating 

C.A.R.E.S. behavior 

during the assembly.  

  

Don’t forget! School is 

closed on Nov. 26
th

 and 

27
th

 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday. Also, early dismissals and report-

card conferences are on Dec.15
th

, 16
th

 and 17
th

, and our 

annual Barnes and Noble Literature Night is on Dec. 16
th

. 

  

Have a great Thanksgiving! 

Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 
 

 

 

 

News from Our Nurse… 
Each year, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health requests school nurses to conduct 

height and weight measurements and to 

calculate Body Mass Indices (BMI) for students 

in grades kindergarten through 12
th
. After the students are 

screened, letters are mailed home informing parents of the 

results, along with recommendations to share this 

information with their health care providers. If you have 

any questions please contact the health room at (215) 517-

2747. 

—Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
 

 
 

The 

Library 

Report  
 

We were thrilled with the PTA-sponsored Book Fair, 
which took place in our library from Nov. 16

th
-20

th
! Thank 

you to all our parent volunteers who worked so tirelessly 

to prepare for this important school event.  The 

theme of Going Bananas for Books is 

perfectly aligned with our Copper Beech 

year-long reading initiative, and the students 

are truly wild about it!   The librarians and 

parent volunteers assisted the students with 

filling out their Wish Lists, while they browsed 

through the wide array of fabulous books. We thank 

everyone who came Friday night, Nov. 20
th
, for the family 

night. Who said there’s nothing to do anymore on a Friday 

night in Glenside?? 

 

Copper Beech has scheduled our Literature Night at 

Barnes and Noble on Dec.16
th
 4:30 to 7:30.  It is an 

evening full of community fun, including games, music 

and shopping for books as we continue to encourage our 

students to Go Bananas for Books!  We are so grateful to 

all who participate in this wonderful event, sharing their 

time, talent and love of books.  As always, we appreciate 

all of your support and showing your children how 

important it is to make reading a huge part of their lives! 

Happy Reading, 

Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 

 
 

 

 

From Our Reading Specialists … 

Listening Activity … This idea is perfect for helping 

young children listen for details.  Tell your 

child that a character in the story they’re 

about to hear finds something.  Explain that 

he/ she will need to listen 

carefully to predict what it 

is.  Then, without revealing 

the cover or illustrations, 

read aloud An Extraordinary Egg by Leo 

Lionni up to the page before the alligator 
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“Imagine no possessions, I wonder if you can 

No need for greed or hunger, A brotherhood of man 

Imagine all the people sharing all the world...”  

— John Lennon 

meets its mother.  Next, have your child illustrate what he/ 

she thinks the two characters see.  Then share the book’s 

conclusions and accompanying illustrations.  This activity 

can be enjoyed with various books.  (From The Mailbox 

publication for teachers) 
 

Go Bananas for Books!  Students were encouraged to 

color one banana for every 20 minutes read at home.  

Students submitted the completed form to their teacher in 

exchange for a tag. We are excited to report that the 

Copper Beech students have read 358,800 minutes for our 

new Fall Reading Incentive.  Many students have earned 

their first two tags.  Please continue to foster the love of 
literature in your home and watch your child collect our 

reading tags.  

 

Enjoy Friday-Night Story Time with the Storybook Fairy 

at Barnes & Noble in Willow Grove! This free event 

allows children to listen to the storybook fairy and 

complete a craft. 

Friday Nov. 27
th

 

Friday Dec. 4
th

, 11
th

 and 18
th

 

Time: 7:00pm 

 

 

— Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Ms. Goldstein,  

Ms. Rink, and Ms. Foley  

 

KIND Club – Learning to  

Care for All Living Creatures 

KIND Club members are learning how cats and dogs 
communicate with us, how to be safe around them, and 

how to have fun with pets in ways that are responsible and 

kind. We will also learn about pet safety, poisons and 

household hazards, and emergency preparedness for 

family pets.  

 

The KIND Cub is open to any students in grades 4-6. 

Students can join at any time during the year. The mission 

of the club is to promote kindness to animals and 

responsibility toward the earth. Students learn about how 

to care for pets, ways to help animals in the community 

and the world, and how to improve the environment and 

the treatment of animals. We engage in service projects, 

such as volunteering and collecting supplies for the SPCA, 

writing letters, and going on field trips to learn about 

animals and their habitats. 

Meetings are held the first 

and third Wednesday of 

the month in Room A127.     

 

Pictured are Tymere 

Cousin (left) and Jay 

Husted, both sixth-grade 

members of KIND Club. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Feeling gratitude 

isn’t born in us – it’s 
something we are 

taught, and in turn, 
we teach our children. 

Joyce Brothers 

 
 


