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A Message from Our PTA Board 
he past two months have been busy and have really flown by! Thank you, again, to all of those 

families that have joined the PTA this year!  We are still accepting membership forms and 

dues.  Our directory will be going to print this month, and we hope to have it out to the 

members as soon as possible.   
 

Once again, our Yankee Candle Fundraiser was a success. Thank you to all that shared the 

information and participated! Our Art to Remember Fundraiser is underway now. Please be on the 

lookout for your child’s sample artwork and return orders as soon as possible!  
 

The PTA would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of our coordinators and parent volunteers. Already, this 

school year we’ve had some wonderful events, activities, and fundraising efforts, and even more is being planned! 

None of this would not be possible without you so, again, THANK YOU.  
 

Mark your calendars for the following in November: 

 PTA Meeting, Thursday, November 5
th 

 

 Adult Night Out, Friday, November 13
th

 

 Clothing Drive, Saturday, November 14
th

 

 Book Fair, November 16
th

-20
th

 

 Book Fair Family Night and Hoagie Night, Friday, Nov. 20
th

 

 Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, November 22
nd

  

Thank you, 

Your PTA Board 

 

 

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance …
We want to congratulate Mrs. 
Nicholson on the birth of her baby 

girl, Victoria.  We also wish Mrs. 

Conway luck as she prepares for 

her baby’s arrival.  We would like 

to welcome Ms. Allen and Ms. Klinger to our 

Kindergarten staff. 

 

During our Halloween parade, the kindergarten  

team will be dressed in theme-based costumes. 

Can you guess what they are going to be???? 

T 

K 
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In Reading this month, our themes will be the timeless 

and ever-important, Family and Friends. Where would 

we be without either? 

 

In Math, the students are: counting forward to 25, 

counting backward from 10, and reading numbers 0 to 

19. In addition, we continue to work on recognizing 

shapes and matching coins, including the penny, nickel, 

dime and quarter. We also are continuing with 

comparing lengths using everyday objects, matching 

one-to-one and recognizing patterns. 

 

Kindergarteners observed Fire Prevention Week this 

month with a visit from Weldon Fire Company. The 

kindergarten students love when they visit us!  Thanks 

for the goodie bags filled with wonderful stuff! 
 

 

The first graders are working hard and 
falling into fun and learning in October.  

We are using our super-duper scientist 

senses to observe and record weather.  

Thermometers and rain gauges are all the 

rage in the first-grade wing. We’ve been learning about 

wind speed, precipitation and cloud cover.  

 

In Reading, we are continuing to work in our first unit, 

All About Us.  We are reading stories about what makes 

us special and about the cool things that we can do.  The 

first graders have moved into Unit 2 of our Everyday 

Math program.  Do you know that numbers are 

everywhere around us?  We are exploring 10 frames, 

addition and subtraction facts, addends of 10 and the 

Turn-Around Rule.  First grade is packed with fun and 

learning, but we are also anticipating the great fun and 

excitement of the Halloween Parade!  Boo! 
 

 

As our second graders become adjusted to 
the rigors of being in a higher grade, our 

hallways show evidence of a very busy 

month. 

 

In Reading, we are working towards completing our 

first theme, Relationships. We have been 

enjoying a variety of stories from many 

different genres. Many of us have been busy 

writing stories. As Halloween approaches, 

please check our hallways for spooky poems 

and stories. 

This month in Math, we’ve being working on Unit 2. 

This unit has mainly been about subtraction and 

addition facts. We’ve also been busy practicing frames 

and arrows and in-out routines. Don’t forget to help 

your child practice basic addition and subtraction facts. 

All second graders need to know them. 
 

We wish everyone a happy and safe Halloween. 
 

Third grade has quickly moved through 

the month of October. We finished our 

first unit in Communication Arts. We 

wrapped up with a narrative writing piece. 

The children love to write about events in 

their lives and share their writing with the class 

 

We have also completed Unit 1 in Math. The children 

are working very hard on memorizing their facts for 

mastery. They enjoyed writing and solving number 

stories. 

 

In Social Studies we discussed, read and wrote about, as 

well as watched video segments relating to 

Communities. They seem to be most interested in the 

variety of communities that exist, and the fact that 

where you live affects how you live. 

 

Halloween is always fun! We love to see all of the 

costumes and thank you to all of those parents who 

volunteered to assist, as well as those parents who sent 

in treats. As always, your efforts are much appreciated. 

 

We are Going Bananas for Books ... hundreds of 

minutes are being spent reading and the children are 

excited to earn their tags. Keep up the awesome work!!! 

 

The fourth grade is continuing work on 

the Science theme, Ecosystems. After we 

observe our snails, mosquito fish, isopods, 

and crickets, we will soon be starting to 

study the effect pollutants have on the 

aquaria and terraria ecosystems. It should 

be interesting to see their reactions to what effect people 

have on the environment. 

 

Students are going to start some higher level skills 

in Math. Please make sure you keep practicing 

those basic multiplication facts. It will be very 

helpful for students throughout the year! Try 

mixing up the practice with the fact triangles, the 

Study Island program, flashcards, and games. This 
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will make practice more interesting and easier to keep 
up with. 

 

We would like to again thank the PTA for their 

generous donation of the Science Newsletters again for 

the entire fourth grade. With these newsletters we will 

be able to enrich the students with more elaborate 

science information. THANK YOU! 
 

In Social Studies, we will begin learning about the 

geography of Pennsylvania while creating a map. 

Topics covered include the location of PA on the globe, 

reading maps, natural land features, and the regions of 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Be sure to remind students to copy homework and 

gather supplies carefully before the end of the day, as 

we continue to help them become more independent and 

responsible learners. 

 

In Math, Unit 2, we look at numbers and 
operations through the lens of multipli-

cation and division. We begin by exploring 

powers of ten, standard notation, scientific 

notation, and expanded notation. We then 

segue into mastering traditional multiplication 

algorithms, along with real-world application of the 

formula. We conclude by studying a traditional division 

algorithm. 

 

In Communication Arts, students will be developing 

writing skills as we write both a narrative and begin a 

persuasive piece. Along with writing, we will also 

embark on our second unit, Discoveries, in which we 

will explore a variety of topics presented through fiction 

and nonfiction selections. We will continue to improve 

our essay writing and test-taking skills in our regular 

classes and RTI groups. 

 

In Social Studies, we will embark on our study of 

Colonial America, learning about the differences in the 

New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies, and how 

the diverse populations interacted and influenced one 

another, and ultimately, our country's history. We will 

learn about Spanish, French, and Dutch explorers, all 

adventurers who made their way to a new world 

and searched for a new home.  

 

In Science, we’re working through our 

Microworlds Unit, looking through microscopes, 

gazing deeply at living and inert specimens, 

diagramming, labeling, hypothesizing, and actively 

learning. All classes have enjoyed Briar Bush ACORN 

Lessons using the microscope and specimens from the 

schoolyard.  

 

Family and personal growth is the essence of our Health 

explorations, while the Olweus curriculum provides 

meaningful classroom meetings about cooperation and 

collaboration. 

   

A chill's in the air, so I'll be quick... 

 

 Math …Our initial venture into Unit 1 

of Everyday Math's 4th Edition has 

concluded, and we don't see histograms or the word 

statistical for a while. None of us will shed a tear.  

Upcoming ... fractions and operations with 

fractions. 

 

 Communication Arts …We’ve determined main 

idea and details and character-setting-plot so much 

that there’s no way we’ll ever have any issues down 

those roads. Oh yea, and we will NEVER use run-

ons again, because we now know that commas do 

NOT take the place of periods. 

 

 Science … We’ve adjusted to the depth of the 

Fusion curriculum, and somehow we’ve determined 

the differences among symbiosis, mutualism, 

parasitism, and commensalism (but don't ask me, 

because I'm still a little iffy on them). 

 

 Social Studies … We’ve hunted, gathered, learned 

to farm and domesticate, gathered our surplus, 

specialized with our extra time, and traded for goods 

and services. Those skills will serve us well, no 

matter where we are – Egypt, Greece, Rome, 

Vegas, anywhere. 

 

 
Until next time, take good care of 

yourself and each other.  

 

 
"A single rose can be my garden ...  

a single friend, my world."  
  — Leo Buscaglia 
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A Note from the Desk of  
Our Principals … 

 

October is here, and we are off to a great start. Thank 
you to all of the families who attended Open House.  

Your partnership with the school will help ensure your 

child’s success this year. 

  

Our Halloween Parade will be held at 9:30 a.m. this 

year, and children may wear their costumes to school.    

Spectators are welcome to use the parking area behind 

the school, but they must move their cars by 10:45a.m. 

We are looking forward to seeing all the brilliant 

costumes and the enthusiasm of the students as they 

parade around the school. Thank you for helping Copper 

Beech remain safe, the “S” in CARES.   

  

Look out for our American Education Week schedule 

November 16th – 20th, which is forthcoming.  We are 

inviting all parents to visit our classrooms.  It’s a great 

way to see learning in progress! 
 

Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

News from the Nurse … 

It’s that time of year when kids can get sick. If your 
child is absent from school for an extended illness, 

injury, or operation, please provide a doctor’s note with 

special instructions for gym and recess, so that we can 

better coordinate your child’s care. A doctor’s note is 

required to use crutches and the elevator. If you have 

any questions please call the health room at  

215-517-2747. Thank you. 

—Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
 

What position does a 
GHOST play in 
soccer? 
  

A GHOULIE,  
of course! 

 

From Our Reading Specialists … 
Writing Tips for your student… 

 Make it real. Your child needs to do 

real writing. It's more important 

for the child to write a letter to a 

relative, than it is to write a one-line 

note on a greeting card. Encourage the child to write 

to relatives and friends. Perhaps your child would 

enjoy corresponding with a pen pal.  

 Suggest note-taking. Encourage your child to take 

notes on trips or outings and to describe what she/he 

saw. This could include a description of nature 

walks, a boat ride, a car trip, or other events that 
lend themselves to note-taking.  

 Encourage keeping a journal. This is excellent 

writing practice as well as a good outlet for venting 

feelings. Encourage your child to write about things 

that happen at home and school.  If the child wants 

to share the journal with you, read the entries and 

discuss them – especially the child's ideas and 
perceptions.  

 Use games. There are numerous games and puzzles 

that help a child to increase vocabulary and make 
the child more fluent in speaking and writing. 

(Information obtained from the US Department of Education,  

Help Your Child learn to Write Well) 

Doggone Good Readers 

Children have an opportunity to read to a therapy dog 

while participating in a free program at the Abington 

Free Library.  Children can bring their own book or 

choose from a selection provided by the library.  

Advanced registration is required.  Sign up in the 

children’s department or call 215-885-5180, ext. 28.  

Doggone Good Readers Program takes place Saturdays, 

Nov. 7th and Dec. 5th from 10:15-10:45 or 11:00-11:30, 

in the Abington Free Library Community Room for 

children in grades 1 through 5. 

 

 

Your Reading Specialists, 

Mrs. Watts-Campbell, Mrs. Rink,  

Mrs. Goldstein, and Mrs. Foley 
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KIND Club – Caring for  

All Living Creatures  

The KIND Club has begun planting a native plant 
wildlife and bird garden along the wooded green space 

opposite the A-side parking lot. On Sept. 19th, the 

national Green Apple Day of Service, students and 

parents assisted in planting native shrubs and perennials 

that will bear seeds and fruit for birds and provide 

pollen for butterflies and habitat for beneficial insects. 

Additional seasonal native plants will be added 

throughout the year. Look for our wildlife and bird-

friendly certification to be awarded soon! 
 

Members Wanted … The KIND Club is open to all 4th – 

6th -grade students. The club has begun meeting, but 

new members can join throughout the year. The club 

meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month, 

from 3:20 to 4:30. Parent pick-up is required. Please 

contact Ms. Ryan for an application. 

 

The 

Library 

Report   
The library is off to a wonderful start this new school 
year!  We would like to thank all of our parent 

volunteers who assist us with shelving and library 

straightening; we truly could not run the library so 

smoothly without all of you. We are still in need of 

coverage for a few more slots, so if you are able to offer 

any time, please contact Kristen Leibsch (see PTA list). 

 

On October 9th and 23rd, the library provided books for 

the Kindergarten Goodies with Guests.  The children 

love to have someone special read to them for this 

event.  We are so grateful to all who participated and 

showed by their example how important it is to read to a 

child, often! 

 

The PTA-sponsored Master of the Brick Club is 

starting on Thursdays in the library from 3:30 to 5:00.  

The club is full for now, but there is a waiting list for 

the winter group.  Contact the PTA for more 

information. 

 

The librarians continue to support CB efforts to have 

students read more through the Bananas for Books 

program by encouraging students to visit the library at 

the open time at the end of the day.  Monday to Friday, 

with teacher permission, students may visit the library to 

exchange books any time they need a new book to read.   

 

Reminder:  The PTA-sponsored Book Fair is scheduled 

from November 16th to 20th in the library, more 

information to follow.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Happy Reading! 

— Your Copper Beech Librarians 

 
 

 

 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  

 

 

 


