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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
Spring is finally here, and what’s the buzz? Well, the PTA has been very busy getting ready for its biggest event 

of the year — the Spring Fair on Saturday, May 16
th

! The Spring Fair is always a great event and fun for the 

whole family. We are looking for volunteers and can use lots of extra hands for set-

up, clean-up and the day of the fair. We will be looking for donations for our 

baskets; each grade will have a theme. Be on the lookout for information about 

advance ticket sales! It’s a great way to get a jump start on the day! 

 

So, this year, can we count you in? Can you be part of the 

success of another great Spring Fair? We hope so. It doesn’t 

take that much time to make a difference, and you’ll be happy you did.  

Please let us know if you or your high school student would be interested in 

assisting for a few hours that day.   
 

Thank you, 

Christine Strange, PTA President 

Chris_strange@comcast.net 

Courtney Clark, PTA President-Elect 

eclynch@hotmail.com 

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
When it’s St. Patrick’s Day, everyone is 

a wee bit Irish!  Did you know that the 

tradition of wearing green on St. 

Patrick’s Day originated in the 1600s 

with the wearing of shamrocks and green 

ribbons in memory of Ireland’s patron saint? 
 

In Math, classes continue to hone their skills in 

graphing, measuring, adding and subtracting, in 

addition to recognizing and adding various coins and 

paper money. The students can now read and 

recognize numbers to 100. 
 

Our Reading themes this month have 

been Weather and Plants, appropriate 

topics after a winter of changes and the 

onset of spring with all its new growth. 

In Science, students planted a variety of seeds and 

investigated different types of wood from our area. 
 

Seuss is on the Loose … In March, kindergarteners 

celebrated many of the Dr. Seuss stories through art 

projects, read-alouds, and all things Seusssational! 
 

Also, students were invited to participate in a Wacky 

Pajama Day on Friday, March 13
th

! The children 

could wear a pair of mixed-up, mismatched pajamas 

to school! 
 

Check out the Copper Beech webpage for videos 

of the kindergarten students performing the I Have 

a Dream speech in sign language and celebrating 

the 100
th

 day of kindergarten. 

 

 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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The first-grade teachers would like to 

thank all of the grandparents, parents, 

and friends who were able to attend our 

Dr. Seuss on the Loose celebration.  

During our salute to Dr. Seuss, we 

participated in a variety of activities that 

enriched our Math and Communication Arts 

curricula.  A great time was had by all! 

 

In Reading, we are starting a new theme entitled, 

Adventures All Around.  We will read a mixture of 

stories, while continuing to develop comprehension, 

phonics, grammar, and writing skills.   

 

Our next Social Studies unit is all about Citizenship, 

while our final Health unit will address Safety and 

Injury Prevention.  In Science, the students will learn 

all about Organisms.  The focus will be on plants and 

the habitats of certain animals.  To enrich our study of 

organisms, there will be a first-grade field trip to The 

Academy of Natural Sciences in mid-May. 

 

It was truly a pleasure to meet with all of the parents 

again at conferences to discuss student progress.  We 

look forward to continued open lines of 

communication for the duration of the school year.  

Thank you for the ongoing support of our efforts! 
 

Good-bye winter…hello spring!  We are 
looking forward to many interesting and 

fun lessons for our final marking period 

— butterflies, Publishing Center — just to 

name a few. We know that all of our 

second graders have been working so hard 

this winter. Publishing Center will continue this 

month with the personal-narrative topics.  We are 

eagerly awaiting the chance to illustrate our finished 

products and share them during our big celebration! 

 

In Language Arts, we will begin Unit 5 over the next 

couple of weeks. Some topics include: author’s 

purpose, compare and contrasting, and main idea  

and details. We will also begin working on exposi-

tory writing.  

 

We will begin our final Science unit — 

Butterflies!  We will watch their life cycle 

progress into a beautiful butterfly and, as a 

culmination of the unit in the Spring, we will visit 

Briar Bush to release our butterflies! We can’t wait. It 

will be an exciting time! 

 

In Math, we began our journey into the world of 

Fractions for Unit 8. The topics we have been 

working on include: equivalent fractions, comparing 

fractions, naming fractional parts, as well as solving 

and writing number stories.  

 
  

March was a busy month for third grade. 

We were able to meet with our parents 

and discuss the progress of their children. 

This is always a highlight for us. We 

enjoy drawing attention to the students’ 

accomplishments. It is also a great time to review 

what needs to be supported or enriched. The 

partnership between a parent and teacher is the key to 

the development of a successful student. We 

appreciate all effort put forth. 
 

We wrapped up another unit of Math and also 

completed a mid-year math assessment. It is hard to 

believe that we are at the mid-year point. Time is 

going so quickly. Please keep studying the times 

tables with your children. It will assist with fourth-

grade math tremendously. 
 

We also completed another unit in Communication 

Arts moving on to stories that relate to helping others 

and giving back to society. We discuss how even as 

children, the students have the ability to make a 

difference in the world. They are intrigued by this 

message each year. 
 

We hope that warmer weather is fast approaching and 

that you enjoy a beautiful spring break with your 

families.  Take care and thanks for all that you do! 
 

 

This weather is making us think 

about spring, but hang on — don’t 

let spring fever get the best of you!  

Remember to show your CB 

CARES behavior and to complete 

your assignments on time.  Our 

fourth graders are preparing for the PSSAs in 

April.  Congratulations on all of your hard work 

preparing for the testing this year.  
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In Math, we are completing Unit 7 and will be 

moving into Unit 8. Some of the topics that we will 

cover in this unit include finding area and perimeter 

of given shapes by counting unit squares, then using 

formulas to calculate area and perimeter. 
 

In Health, we are starting our unit on Nutrition, 

Fitness, and Disease.  Can your child identify the 

essential nutrients needed for a healthy body?  Are 

they reading labels, exercising more, and watching 

what they eat?  Encourage them to stay active and to 

try new healthy foods, especially vegetables and 

fruits!  Put a little “spring” in your step! 
 

In Social Studies, we finished the chapter about the 

events leading up to the American Revolution and 

forming the new government. This new chapter 

discusses changes in transportation and moving 

westward as well as the War of 1812.  
 

In Science, we’re preparing for the animal invasion!  

Watch out for our aquatic frogs, fiddler crabs, and 

millipedes.  They will be swimming, scurrying, and 

crawling into all of our classrooms.  Be sure to ask 

the kids about these interesting creatures. 
 

In Language Arts, we are starting up unit 5.  Skills 

include summarizing, using an index, using figurative 

language, and differentiating between fact and 

opinion. We’ve also covered adjectives in their 

comparative and superlative forms, analogies, and 

antonyms.  These skills will be explored through 

reading fiction and nonfiction text selections in  

our anthology. 
 

Fifth graders are celebrating the onset of 
spring and the slowly enveloping warm 

weather which translates to ‘outdoor 

recess.’ All of the hard work and strategy-

learning that students do every day will 

soon pay off as the new state tests are 

upon us. The test requires students not just to know 

answers, but to explain and justify their thinking and 

to communicate clearly. These are all important 

academic and life skills, helping us as we prepare our 

students for college and beyond! Following 

the Math PSSA, students will participate in 

the English Language Arts exams (ELAs) in 

which they must write for various purposes 

and audiences. They are expected to write in 

three different styles: narrative or story mode, 

opinion/argumentative, and informational. 
 

In Math, fifth-grade students are continuing their 

study of big numbers and fractions and will be 

starting a unit on algebra. In Social Studies, students 

are finishing up the American Revolution and 

moving onto a study of the Civil War. We are also 

looking forward to a grade-level trip to Fort Mifflin 

in May. In Science, we’ll be investigating food 

chemistry, and testing for starches, fats, and proteins. 
 

We’re also participating in March Madness where if 

students read four grade-level books (fiction or non-

fiction), write a summary, or take an accelerated 

reader’s test, or write a 10-question quiz about their 

book (and answer the questions), they can attend a 

basketball game or dance in the gym one afternoon in 

April. Everyone is excited about this, as we promote 

reading and fun activities for our kids. 

 

Ah, at last. Some well-needed sun is 
providing us with some vitamin D after a 

winter of frigid temps and cracking, ashy 

skin. Here comes the sun indeed. 
 

Otherwise, not much has changed. We're 

still algebra-tizing (Math Unit 8) only this 

time, we're using our new-found skills to determine 

rates and ratios. So, if the average high temperature 

rises 0.3 degrees per day...well...we should have a 

nice summer. 
 

We're still comparing-and-contrasting, author's-

purposing, inferring, and summarizing (Reading, Unit 

5), even if those first two really aren't words. 
 

DARE is about to wrap up, so we look forward to 

seeing that our students are fully aware of each of the 

39 ways to say no. And let's not forget about the 

whole matter, mass, and energy thing (Science Fusion 

Program). 
 

Until next time, keep your powder and your pants dry. 

Signing off… 
 

National Arbor Day is April 24, 2015… When J. 

Sterling Morton founded Arbor 

Day in 1872, his idea was simple 

enough — set aside a special day 

for tree planting.  So, why not 

plant a tree this year?  
Do the world some good! 
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From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

 

This year is March-ing right along. March begins 
our third and final marking period for the 2014-2015 

school year.  We are excited that the cold and snowy 

winter is soon ending, and spring is approaching. 

During the month of March, we celebrated Women’s 

History Month. We had exciting features on CB-TV 

highlighting the accomplishments of women in this 

country.  
 

Also, during the month of April, students in grades 3 

thru 6 will take the PSSAs. During testing weeks, 

please make sure you have a good night’s rest and a 

healthy breakfast.   We are confident that everyone 

will do their BEST on the TEST! 
 

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

 
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths  

we take, but by the moments that  
take our breath away.” 

— Maya Angelou 
 

Women’s History montH, a time 
to remember what sHe’s done …  

 Harriet Tubman was an abolitionist who was 

born a slave. She was a conductor on the 

Underground 

Railroad and led 

more than 300 

slaves to freedom. 

 

 Virne “Jackie” 

Mitchell, a baseball 

pitcher, was the 

first woman in 

professional 

baseball. 

During an exhibition game, she struck out 

both Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig!  

 Susan B. Anthony was the 19th century women’s 

movement’s most powerful organizer. Together 

with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony 

fought for women’s right to vote.  

 Elizabeth Blackwell was the first American 

woman awarded a medical degree by a college. 

Blackwell attended Geneva College in New York, 

after she was rejected by all the major medical 

schools in the nation because of her sex. Elizabeth 

Blackwell later founded a women’s medical 

college to train other women physicians. 

 Eleanor Roosevelt, although married to a U.S. 

President, was herself a champion of human 

rights. She strove to further women’s causes as 

well as the causes of black people, poor people, 

and the unemployed.  

 Amelia Earhart was the first woman to fly across 

the Atlantic Ocean. She opened the skies to other 

women. In 1937, while attempting to become the 

first person to fly around the world, Earhart’s 

plane disappeared over the Pacific Ocean. 

 Ella Fitzgerald was considered one of the greatest 

jazz singers of all time. Ella was the winner of 12 

Grammy Awards and was awarded the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

 Dolores Huerta was a spokesperson for the rights 

of workers. She helped create the National Farm 

Workers Association. Among other issues, she 

has fought for the right to a minimum wage, 

unemployment insurance, paid holidays, and 

retirement benefits for farm workers. 

 Shirley Jackson (born 1946) is the former head 

of the United States Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, where she reaffirmed the agency's 

commitment to public health and safety. She is the 

first female African American to receive a 

doctorate from the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology.  

 

 

Earth Day, April 22, 2015… 
“A nation that destroys its soils 

destroys itself. Forests are 
the lungs of our land, 

purifying the air and giving 
fresh strength to our people. ” 

— Franklin D. Roosevelt 


