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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
he fall has been very busy for our PTA. Thank you to all of those families that have joined the PTA this 

year!  We are still accepting membership forms and dues.  Our directory will be going to print this month, and 

we hope to have it out to the members as soon as possible. 
 

Our Yankee Candle and Mixed Bag Fundraisers were a huge success.  Thank you for participating!  Our Art to 

Remember Fundraiser is underway now.  Please be on the lookout for your child’s sample artwork! 

The PTA would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of our coordinators and parent volunteers.  The 

wonderful events for our families would not be possible without you.  If you did not get to attend our Fall Festival 

or Halloween Festivities, we hope to see at some of our upcoming events.   
 

Mark your calendars for our November events: 

Book Fair, November 17
th

 - 21
st
 

Book Fair Family Night, Friday, November 21st 

Hoagie & Pizza Night, Friday, November 21st 

PTA Meeting, Wednesday, November 19
th

 

 

We are looking forward to working with everyone as we continue this great school year! 
 

Thank you, 

Christine Strange, President 

Courtney Clark, President-Elect 
  

 

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Look for the Kindergarten Teenage 

Ninja teachers at the Halloween Parade.  

Mrs. Bowlin still may be in a tiara, even 

though there are no princess Ninjas, 

right?  In Reading this month, our themes 

will be the timeless and ever-important, 

Family and Friends.  Where would we be 

without them?  

 

In Math, the students are: counting forward 

to 25, counting backward from 10, and 

reading numbers 0 to 19.  In addition, we continue to 

work on recognizing shapes and matching coins, 

including the penny, nickel, dime and quarter.  We 

also are continuing with comparing lengths using 

everyday objects, matching one-to-one and 

recognizing patterns. 
 

Kindergarteners observed Fire Prevention 

Week this month with a visit from Weldon Fire 

Company. The children learned the importance 

of stop, drop and roll, and were able to see the 

T 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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amazing gear that the firemen wear when entering a 

burning building.  

 
 

Our first graders are turning into truly 
wonder-‘fall’ learners! We are working 

hard in Math, Social Studies, Science 

and Communication Arts.   

 

We are using our super-duper scientist senses to 

observe and record weather. Thermometers and rain 

gauges are all the rage in the first-grade wing. We 

have been learning about wind speed, precipitation 

and cloud cover.  

 

In Communication Arts, we are continuing work in 

our first unit, All About Us. We are reading stories 

about what makes us special and about all the cool 

things that we can do. The first graders have moved 

into Unit 2 of our Everyday Math Program. Did you 

know that numbers are everywhere around us?  We 

are exploring clocks, money, compliments of 10 and 

we are even learning how to exchange for fewer 

coins. Cha-ching! These are just a few examples of 

numbers in the world.  

 

First grade is packed with fun and learning, but we 

are also anticipating the great fun and excitement of 

the Halloween party, parade and costumes. What are 

you going to be? Will it be spooky, scary, pretty or 

wacky?  
  

As our second graders become adjusted 
to the rigors of being in a higher grade, 

our hallways show evidence of a very 

busy month. 

 

In Reading, we are working towards completing our 

first theme, Relationships. We have been enjoying a 

variety of stories from many different genres. Many 

of us have been busy writing stories. As Halloween 

approaches, please check our hallways for spooky 

poems and stories. 

 

This month in Math, we’ve being working 

on Unit 2. This unit has mainly been about 

subtraction and addition facts. We’ve also 

been busy practicing frames and arrows and 

in-out routines. Don’t forget to help your child 

practice basic addition and subtraction facts. All 

second graders need to know them. 

 

We wish everyone a happy and safe Halloween. 

 

Third grade has been busy this month. 

We moved into Unit 2 of both 

Communication Arts and Mathematics. 

We did narrative writing pieces and some 

spooky Halloween stories. 

Our favorite event of the month was the visiting 

author Candace Fleming. She was so engaging, 

creative, and I think that all of us will remember to 

collect story seeds along the way. If your child did not 

share the details of this exciting visit, it is not too late 

to ask. 

 

Please remember to read every night with your child. 

During the week, they should fill out book logs to 

journal their reading details. On the weekends, 

encourage them to enjoy a story outside, with you or a 

friend. Your enthusiasm for reading will inspire them. 

 

We have wrapped up our Social Studies units. During 

the lessons, the students were exposed to how our 

government works, the branches responsible for how 

our governments run, and history regarding our 

voting process. This was just in time for Election 

Day. Try to involve your child in the process, so they 

can apply what they have learned to real life 

experience. 

 

The Halloween parade and parties were so much fun, 

and we thank all of our parents for their time and 

donations. Happy autumn and thanks for all that you 

do! 

 

The fourth grade is continuing work on 
the Science theme, Ecosystems. After we 

observe our snails, mosquito fish, isopods, 

and crickets, we will soon be starting to 

study the effect pollutants have on the 

aquaria and terraria ecosystems. It should be 

interesting to see their reactions to what effect 

people have on the environment. 

 

Students are going to start some higher level 
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skills in Math. Please make sure you keep practicing 

those basic multiplication facts. It will be very helpful 

for students throughout the year! Try mixing up the 

practice with the fact triangles, the Study Island 

program, flashcards, and games. This will make 

practice more interesting and easier to keep up with. 

 

We would like to again thank the PTA for their 

generous donation of the Science Newsletters again 

for the entire fourth grade. With these newsletters we 

will be able to enrich the students with more elaborate 

science information. THANK YOU! 

 

In Social Studies, we will begin learning about the 

geography of Pennsylvania while creating a map. 

Topics covered include the location of PA on the 

globe, reading maps, natural land features, and the 

regions of Pennsylvania. 

 

A non-fiction book report is being completed for the 

first marking period. Please be sure to check for due 

dates and instructions. Finished products will be on 

display in the fourth-grade hallway. 

 

Be sure to remind students to copy homework and 

gather supplies carefully before the end of the day, as 

we continue to help them become more independent 

and responsible learners. 
 

In Math, Unit 2, we continue to estimate, 
apply different algorithms, use open 

number sentences, and collect, organize, 

and describe data. We are about to begin 

the wonderful world of Geometry, as Unit 

3 commences. In that unit, we will embrace our 

mathematical tools: the compass, the protractor, and 

the ever popular Geometry Template. These handy 

instruments will allow students to measure angles and 

draw geometric figures. Unit 3 also offers an array of 

games such as, Angle Tangle and Polygon Capture. 

These games can be played with pencil and paper, 

using game directions in the Student Reference Book, 

or online at the Everyday Math Website, 

www.everydaymathonline.com. 

 

In Communication Arts, students will be 

developing writing skills, as we write both a 

narrative and begin a persuasive piece. Along 

with writing we will also embark on our second unit, 

Discoveries, in which we will explore a variety of 

topics presented through fiction and nonfiction 

selections. We will continue to improve our essay 

writing and test taking skills in our regular classes and 

RTI groups. 

 

In Social Studies, we will embark on our study of 

colonial America, learning about the differences in 

the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies, 

and how the diverse populations interacted and 

influenced one another, and ultimately, our country's 

history. We will learn about Spanish, French, and 

Dutch explorers, all adventurers who made their way 

to a new world and searched for a new home. 
 

In Science, we’re working through our Microworlds 

Unit, looking through microscopes, gazing deeply at 

living and inert specimens, diagramming, labeling, 

hypothesizing, and actively learning. All classes have 

enjoyed Briar Bush ACORN Lessons using the 

microscope and specimens from the schoolyard. 

 

Family and personal growth is the essence of our 

Health explorations, while the Olweus curriculum 

provides meaningful classroom meetings about 

cooperation and collaboration. 

 

“The times (and leaves), they are a-

changin'..”  -Bob Dylan 
 

So, as the green leaves turn to orange 

and yellow and pink, so do the days of 

our lives. Here's a snippet... 

 

Math … We've moved on from data analysis to 

straight-up number operations (multiplication, 

division of whole numbers, decimals), all while 

expressing really large numbers (which we 

determined to be anything greater than the money I'll 

ever see) and really small numbers (let's say, the 

amount, in dollars, of money hidden under the couch 

cushions) in a variety of ways. 
 

Communication Arts … the arts formerly 

known as Reading … We've graduated from 

Character, Setting, and Plot Structure, and are 

now getting our Master's in Making 

Inferences and Summarizing. 
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We've also determined that the ancient Sumerians 

were really smart (I mean, they did invent the hour 

and minutes) and the ancient Egyptians were like, 

totally handy (built those pyramid structures that are 

still standing and my own stucco already needs a 

touch-up). Oh yea, and all life is connected in the 

great food chains of nature in the great biomes of the 

world. 

 

So until next time, take care of yourselves, and each 

other...and bleed those radiators and chop that 

wood...they say (whoever they is) this winter is 

gonna' be a wild one. 
 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 
 

What fun we have in 6th grade! Sunday, Oct. 26
th

, 

the 6th grade all gathered at 

the Valley of Fear for a 

family fun haunted hayride. 

This was one of our first 

social events of the year with 

many more to come! 

  

T-Shirt Contest … Slogan 

contest is wrapping up and 

next up is the logo contest. Once the children pick 

a theme and picture for their shirts, we will be having 

them pick a shirt color.   

  

Pancake Breakfast … Sunday Nov. 23
rd

 from 8:30 to 

11:30 in the morning, we will be 

holding our first fundraiser at the 

Knight of Columbus Hall.  

Flyers will be coming home 

soon.  Tickets can be purchased 

through school —adults $7; 

children 12 years and under $4.  

Come out and support the 6th grade. 

  

Activity Fee … If you have not paid 

your child's $50 activity fee, please do 

so now. 

 

—Your Sixth-Grade Activities Committee 
 

 

 

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

ctober is here, and we are off to a great start. 
Thank you to all of the families who attended 

Open House.  Your partnership with the school will 

help ensure your child’s success this year. 

 

Our Halloween Parade will be held at 9:30 a.m. this 

year, and children may wear their costumes to school. 

Spectators are welcome to use the parking area 

behind the school, but they must move their cars by 

10:45 a.m. Celebration parties will be held in the 

afternoon, and teachers will select the parents who 

will join the festivities.  Thank you for helping 

Copper Beech remain safe, the “S” in CARES. 
  

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 
 

 

The 

Library 

Report   
 

Many, many thanks to the PTA and Copper Beech 
families for supporting 

our visiting author!  

Candace Fleming spoke 

to grades 1 through 6 

on Oct. 23
rd

 and 24
th

.  

Mrs. Fleming inspired 

our student writers to 

collect “story seeds” in 

their daily lives, which 

they can plant in their 

imaginations to grow 

big stories.  She encouraged our 5
th

- and 

6
th

-grade researchers to be nosy 

detectives and look for fabulous clues in 

primary sources.   We loved using her 

books to learn about writing.  We hope 
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you’ll see lots of stories appearing in your child’s 

writing notebook! 

 

We are looking forward to the PTA Book Fair the 

week of Nov. 17
th

 in the library and the Barnes and 

Noble Literature Night on Dec. 10
th

.  Both will 

provide opportunities to inspire and support our CB 

readers and will provide lots of Candace Fleming 

books! 

 

Many thanks, as always, to the parents who have been 

assisting us, some even taking on additional hours 

while we welcome and train new volunteers. 
 

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff, Julia McGettigan and Patrice Harris  

 
 

 

 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 
he KIND Club will hold its first meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5

th
 from 3:20 to 4:30. The 

club is open to any student in grades 4 through 6.  

 

The mission of the club is to promote kindness to 

animals and responsibility toward the earth. Students 

learn about: how to care for pets; ways to help 

animals in the community and the world; and how to 

improve the environment and the treatment of 

animals. We engage in service projects, such as 

volunteering and collecting supplies for the SPCA, 

writing letters, and fundraising. In addition to after-

school meetings, some Saturday field trips and 

service opportunities will be scheduled.  

 

Meetings will be held the first and third Wednesday 

of the month in Room A127, Ms. Ryan’s classroom. 

Students must be picked up from school by a parent, 

unless the student attends Aftercare at Copper Beech. 

Email Ms. Ryan at maryryan@abington.k12.pa.us for 

a permission form. 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 

 

 From the Copper Beech  

Reading Specialists … 
Barnes & Noble in Willow Grove   

Friday Night Story Time with the 

Storybook Fairy will be held on 

Fridays in November at 7:00 p.m.  

The stories will be read aloud in the 

children’s department. 

 

Dog-Gone Good Readers! 

Read to the world’s best listener — a DOG — two 

Saturdays:  Nov. 1
st
 and Dec. 6

th
 from 10:15-10:45 

a.m. or from 11:00-11:30 a.m. 

Location:  Abington Free Library 

Community Room  

Students in Grades 1-5 — Get to know 

lots of friendly dogs! *Meet other kids who 

love dogs & books.  *Practice reading in 

an exciting new way.  Sign up in the Children’s 

Department or call (215) 885-5180, ext. 28.   

Children must sign up in advance.  Children do not 

have to come each week; however, they must be able 

to read and attend the program independently. Open 

to all area residents. Sign up in the Children’s 

Department or call (215) 885-5180, ext. 28. 

 

Book Fair at Barnes & Noble  

On Saturday, Dec. 13
th

, there will be a Book Fair at 

the Barnes & Noble in Willow Grove 

to benefit Abington Township Public 

Libraries.  There will be crafts, story 

times, Legos and a scavenger hunt 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

The Reading Team 

Robin Watts-Campbell, Nancy Goldstein, 

& Ms. Rink 
 

 

 

 

FYI:  Please email your submissions for the  

PTA Cougar Chronicles to 6coyles@verizon.net in Word 

format only.  Please note on subject line as   

 “Newsletter Submission.”  

          —  Maureen Coyle  

Newsletter Coordinator 
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