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A Message from Our PTA Board 
 

he PTA would like to welcome back all of the students to Copper Beech. Also, we welcome all of the new 

families. It was great to see so many new faces at the orientations and  

Back-to-School Nights. 
 

There are two new faces this year on the executive board. Please 

welcome Jamey Piggott and Sandi Pachuta!  
 

 

Our Yankee Candle and Children’s Art fundraiser sales packets will be sent home very soon! 

Please keep an eye on the district calendar and/or our website (at www.cooperbeechpta.org) for 

upcoming PTA events. Information is also circulated through our Cooper Beech PTA Facebook 

page. Our first general meeting will be held in the library on Thursday, Oct. 8
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Our fall events are coming soon! Goodies with Guest is scheduled for Oct. 9
th

 and 23
rd

.  New kindergartener 

families, we look forward to providing you and your new CB youngster with breakfast. Fall Festival will be held 

on Oct. 16
th

. This is a great night for the whole family.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their PTA memberships, as well as taken the time to update their contact 

information. We wish everyone the best 2015–2016 school year! New ideas or any concerns can also be sent to 

cooperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com. 

Thank you, 

The PTA Board 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
The kindergarten teachers would like to 

welcome back all of our 

returning Copper Beech families 

with children now in 

kindergarten. And, to our new 

CB families, we are happy to 

welcome you to your new school.  
 

Our Reading themes this month are Start Smart and 

Family, an appropriate way to begin a new school 

year. This month, we will be working on identifying 

the settings of stories and making predictions. In 

Math, students will be counting forward to 35, 

counting backward from 10, reading numbers from 0-

10, comparing lengths, recognizing a penny, and 

matching one-to-one. 

T 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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Lunch for our all-day kindergartners has been going rather 

smoothly.  Parents, please remember to pack a snack 

separate from the children’s lunches to help the students 

stave off hunger throughout the day. 
 

 

Welcome to another great year at Copper 
Beech Elementary School!  We hope the 

summer was restful and wonderful.  We 

extend a special welcome to our new students 

and families.  We hope you are enjoying your 

new school and feel comfortable here.  
 

This September, we have a new addition to our first-grade 

team. Ms. Ciarra Lewis is a recent graduate of Duquesne 

University, where she majored in Early Childhood 

Education.  She earned a Master’s Degree, as well in 

Special Education.  Ms. Lewis also co-taught a 

kindergarten class while in Pittsburgh.  We look forward to 

working together and know that she will bring her 

expertise and enthusiasm to our grade level.   

 
These beginning days have been happy, positive ones with 

your youngsters as they learn classroom and building 

routines and procedures.  Students have also enjoyed 

seeing their returning friends from kindergarten and 

meeting new classmates for this year. 

 
On Sept. 16

th
, we held our annual Open House Night.  It 

was a wonderful opportunity to meet parents and provide 

them with an overview of the first-grade curriculum.  

Teachers also introduced some special activities and 

events that will enrich your child’s first-grade experience. 

 

Throughout this month, students explored ways they are 

special in our first Reading Unit, All About Us.  In Math, 

we reviewed number skills begun in kindergarten.  

Students also learned how to use tally marks as a quick, 

easy way to record information.  This skill has been useful 

in our first Science unit on Weather. In the weeks ahead, 

your budding meteorologists will conduct a variety of 

experiments as they explore temperature, wind, puddles, 

and rainy-day fabrics.  They will also use their ‘counting-

by-2s’ skills to read and record temperatures on the 

Fahrenheit thermometer. 
 

Your first graders are becoming writers!  In September, the 

children wrote personal narratives.  They are 

writing about the fall season, too. They are 

learning to sound out words and use temporary 

spelling, in addition to using the weekly spelling 

lists that are phonic-based.  The children have 

enjoyed expressing themselves using the printed 

word. 

It’s clear to see that Copper Beech is the place to be when 

autumn arrives.  So, welcome back and get ready for a 

GREAT year of learning! 
 

  

The second-grade teachers would like 

to welcome everyone back to school.  The 

second graders have been busy learning 

routines in their classrooms.  They have also 

been busy sharing the exciting things they did 

during the summer month.  The second graders have 

already begun their first Reading theme entitled, 

Relationships.  They will be reading exciting fiction and 

non-fiction stories about relationships they have with their 

family, friends, and members of their community.   

 
Ask your second grader about a few new Math games they 

have learned.  These games are a great way to review 

computational skills.  Finally, our second graders know 

that in order to become better readers this year, they need 

to read each and every night! So, parents, encourage your 

child to open up those books and read! 

 
 

Welcome back to school! We hope  

that everyone has had a wonderful summer 

break. It was great to see so many of you at 

open house, where you had a chance to meet 

the teachers and see your child's new 

classroom. 

We are beginning our Communication Arts curriculum 

with stories that evoke a sense of community, love of 

family, and awareness of the world around us. Our initial 

story was a favorite, First Day Jitters. Many of the 

children could easily relate. We are learning about the 

structure of a good sentence. Our first writing piece will be 

a narrative, and we are letter writing as well. 

 

In Math, we are getting used to a new format for our 

Everyday Math curriculum. We are lucky enough to have 

the new edition of the program. The children seem to be 

adapting well. 

 

We have also begun Social Studies and Unit 1, which is a 

nice connection to our Communication Arts’ curriculum. 

We are reading about and discussing communities. Your 

third-grade team is really looking forward to the year 

ahead. 

 
The fourth-grade team would like to 
welcome our new families and 

students to a new year filled with 

learning and fun!  
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Fourth grade begins the first marking period with the 

Ecosystems unit in Science.  We will be housing snails, 

mosquito fish, crickets, and roly poly bugs in our 

ecocolumns to study life in the pond ecosystem.  Students 

will see the importance of documenting and making 

observations, as well as investigating inquiries.  A great 

big THANK YOU to the families that will help us get the 

soda bottles prepared for the ecocolumns — your 

assistance is important in getting started in a timely 

fashion.  
 

In Math, we will be starting the year with Geometry.  Unit 

1 focuses on identifying, drawing, and labeling lines, 

segments, rays, and angles.  The unit also covers a review 

of polygons, such as trapezoids, hexagons, and 

parallelograms. Ongoing practice with basic multiplication 

facts at home and in school is extremely important this 

year.  Two- and three-digit multiplication and division will 

be taught this year, so basic fact knowledge is key to 

moving on to more difficult problems.  Practice a few facts 

each night for automaticity.  Students are asked to take 

home their reference books (SRB) to help with homework 

if needed, so if you don’t see it and need it, remind your 

child to bring it home.  The Everyday Math website we 

talk about at Open House is also a wonderful resource to 

use. 
 

Language Arts challenges the students to identify the main 

idea, locate the problem of a selection and find the 

solution, make inferences, evaluate character, setting, and 

plot, and to summarize a story.  Students will also learn to 

compare and contrast, summarize and use sequencing.  

Students will be writing a personal narrative as well, so 

keep the pencil  

supply stocked!   
 

Social Studies begins with lessons on the Constitution, and 

then moves on to the geography of Pennsylvania.  Students 

will be learning about Pennsylvania’s landforms, water 

systems, climate, and resources.  These skills will be used 

shortly to create a map of Pennsylvania.  Our home state is 

the focus of the fourth-grade Social Studies curriculum. 

 

Finally, in Health, students are learning about themselves 

and their classmates through various projects on 

responsibility, goal-setting, and self-awareness.  Check out 

the projects in the hallway outside our classrooms that 

highlight the many talents and experiences of our fourth 

graders. Remember, a healthy lifestyle involves 

not only staying physically fit, but also doing 

things that keep our mind and relationships with 

others “in shape” as well.   

 

 

We wish to welcome back all of our 

returning students and extend a special 

welcome to our new students and families to 

Copper Beech. It’s been an exciting first few 

weeks of school.  Students are happy about 

learning and showing CB CARES behavior in school and 

on the playground. Fifth-grade teachers also wish to thank 

the PTA for their generous support of our school, the 

teachers, and families.   

           
Here are some highlights of our current units of study: 

 In Unit 1 of our brand new Everyday Math program, 

students are learning about Area and Volume.  There 

are many new hands-on activities that allow students 

to model with mathematics, build reasoning skills, and 

construct mathematical arguments. We still play 

games to build fluency and develop skills.  Password 

instructions for the online component will be provided 

to students and sent home in the coming weeks. 

 In Communication Arts, students will continue to 

develop reading strategies and vocabulary skills as 

they read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry about different 

kinds of challenges and how people face them. 

Students will be learning how to express themselves in 

personal narratives and friendly letters.  In Unit 2, 

students will be learning to write arguments and 

persuasive essays.  Families can access more 

information about the reading program by following 

this link:  http://www.macmillanmh.com/reading/. 

 In Social Studies, we are focusing on exploration and 

colonization of America.  We look at the exchange and 

conflict between European and Native American 

cultures in the 15
th
 century, and later colonization of 

the Americas by Europeans.  Study materials and 

enrichment options for our textbook can be accessed 

on the publisher’s website at 

http://www.macmillanmh.com/socialstudies/2009/ss/st

udent/grade5/g5_index.html 

 In Science, all classes will be studying a unit titled, 

Microworlds, in which students will strengthen 

observation and communication skills in Science; 

learn how to use optical tools to expand our range of 

observation, including magnifying lenses and 

microscopes; learn how to prepare slides and identify 

the characteristics of one-celled organisms.  
 

We are looking forward to year of academic, personal, and 

social growth for our students. 
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 “A few more geese are gone, a few more 

leaves turnin' red ... but the grass is as soft 

as a feather in a feather bed.”  

—James Taylor, September Grass 

We’re back in the swing of things, ready for 

what a new journey will bring. Everyday Mathematics #4 

will look a bit different from what we've been used to, but 

“c'est la vie, say the old folks, it goes to show, you never 

can tell.”  — Chuck Berry 

 
Remember, to mark your calendars with these dates to 

remember... 

 C.B. Picture Day: October 6
th
  

 Goodies w/Guests: October 9
th 

& 23
rd

   

 ASHS Breast Cancer Awareness Football Game: 

October 9
th
  

 Halloween Parade/Party: October 30
th  

 

 

 

 
 

From the Desk of 
Our School Principals … 

 

Welcome to all of our new families to Copper Beech, 

and welcome back all our returning families for the 

2015-2016 school year.   We’re thrilled that school 

has started and look forward to an exciting year.  We 

were glad to see you at our Open Houses! 
 

Don’t forget to check out our school website for the 

updated Parent Handbook. 
 

We appreciate your cooperation with our arrival and 

dismissal routines.  As a reminder, please pull 

forward to the Pick-up/Drop-off ZONE (in Parking 

Lot A) when dropping off and picking up your 

children.  Dropping off and picking up your children 

in any other location is a safety issue.  Also, remain in 

your car, and one of our staff members will bring 

your child to your car.  
 

 

Remember: C.B. C.A.R.E.S. (Cooperation, +Attitude, 

Respect, Empathy, Safety), and you should too! 

 

Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 
 

 

“Education is the most powerful weapon  
you can use to change the world.”  
— Nelson Mandela 

 

 

 

News from the Nurse … 

Welcome Back!  . . . Calling all parent volunteers! If 

you are at school more than 10 hours a week, a PPD 

test is required. Our school physician, Dr. Susan 

Packer will administer the test at Abington Senior 

High Health Suite (ext. 2382). Please pick up an 

authorization form from the principal’s office and call 

the senior high to schedule an appointment. If any 

volunteer has had a negative PPD result within the 

past year, his or her physician may complete the form 

as well.  If you prefer, volunteers may go to their 

private physician to have the test administered. Also 

the health room is in need of sweat pants for boys or 

girls, sizes 6 and 8. Please think of us as you clean out 

your closets. Thanks! 

 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

his year, we welcome  Mrs. Kathleen Cusick to 

our library staff.  Mrs. Cusick has worked in 

libraries in the Council Rock School District and 

recently completed her master’s degree in library 

science.  She is here at Copper Beech all week.  

 

Mrs. Boff will be working three days of the week (M, 

Th, F), and Mrs. Harris (librarian from 

Willow Hill Elementary School) is here 

again this year on Tuesdays.  
 

We want to say Bravo! to all of our 

families who participated in the summer 

T 
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reading club at the Abington Free Library. We hope 

it was a fun and rewarding way to cement the habit of 

reading in your children’s lives. 
 

We are very grateful that many of our library 

volunteers are returning to us, and are happy to 

welcome any new parents who would like to help.  

We’ll provide on-the-job training. Please contact 

Kristen Liebsch, volunteer 

coordinator, to sign up.  Volunteer 

badges are required.  Your children 

will enjoy seeing you in school, and 

your help makes our busy library run 

smoothly. 
 

We look forward to an exciting year in the library!   

Happy Reading! 

— The Library Staff 
 

 

From Our Reading Specialists … 
Copper Beech Super Star Readers … The annual 

Copper Beech Summer Reading 

Incentive (CBSRI) was an enormous 

success. We are excited to report that 

numerous students completed their 

voluntary summer reading calendar.   Participants 

colored a Cougar Coin each day to indicate that they 

completed their daily reading.  Students were also 

asked to add up their Cougar Coins at the end of each 

month.  We are delighted to report that many of the 

coin totals at the end of the summer were very high.  

Therefore, students will be awarded the biggest 

prizes.   The CBSRI prizes will be distributed by the 

Reading Specialists at the end of September. 

 

Parent Tips for Reading Aloud to Their Children …  

Jim Trelease, author of the New 

York Times bestseller, The Read-

Aloud Handbook, said the most 

common mistake in reading aloud 

is reading too fast.  Read slowly 

enough for the child to 

build mental pictures of 

what he/she just heard 

you read.  Slow down enough for the 

children to see the pictures in the book 

without feeling hurried. Reading quickly 

allows no time for the reader to use vocal expression. 

He also suggested adding a third dimension to the 

book whenever possible.  For example, have a bowl 

of blueberries ready to be eaten during or after the 

reading of Robert McClosky’s Blueberries for Sal.  

Trelease noted, “The single most important activity 

for building the knowledge required for eventual 

success in reading is reading aloud to children.”  

 

New Fall Reading Incentive…We are excited to 

report that the Copper Beech students and staff were 

thrilled to learn about the new Fall Reading Incentive.  

Detailed information 

will be disseminated 

in a few weeks.  Stay 

tuned for exciting 

developments. 

 

Abington Free Library … Abington Free Library is 

having a Friends’ Fall Book and Plant Sidewalk Sale 

on Saturday, Sept. 26
th

 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Some of the books will be half priced.  The book and 

plant sale will be held on the sidewalk in front of 

Abington Free Library rain or shine.  All proceeds 

benefit Abington Township public libraries. 

 

Free Friday Night Story Time with the Storybook 

Fairy at Barnes & Noble 

(Willow Grove)… Students will 

have an opportunity to listen to 

the storybook fairy and complete 

a craft. Listed below are dates. 

Story time will take place at 7 

p.m.: 

 Friday, Oct. 2
nd

, 9
th

, 16
th

, 23
rd

 and 30
th

  

 Friday, Nov. 6
th

, 13
th

, 20
th

, and 27
th

  

Remember, library programs are FREE! Check out 

the library’s website for both you and your children 

— www.abingtonfreelibrary.org.  

The CB Reading Team, 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Ms. Goldstein, Ms. Rink,  

 and Ms. Foley 

 
 

“Behind every young child who believes in  
himself is a parent who believed first.”  

— Matthew Jacobson 

http://www.abingtonfreelibrary.org/

