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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
s the school year comes to an end, we want to extend thanks to so many people who helped to make this another 
wonderful year at the Beech. Our hope is that everyone had an opportunity to enjoy some of the events that the PTA 

provided.  We cannot thank our volunteers enough!  We couldn’t have done it without you. 
 

 Our Spring Fair was a huge success and tons of fun for all who attended!   

Natalie Franklin, Gina Montgomery and Betsy Krol were amazing and put together 

a fabulous day — complete with sunshine! 

 Our Sixth-Grade Coordinators have helped our students “make history” this 

year.  Special thanks to Sue Wasakenas, Becky Donahue, Eileen Loftus,  

Margie Serianni and all of the volunteers who worked with them to give our sixth 

graders a wonderful send-off to the Junior High!   

 And, to Nancy Reazor, Kelly Curtis and Danie Greenbaum … many thanks for 

working with our students on the yearbook to help capture the memories of their last year at CB. 
 

Our Board will be changing for next year, and we are excited about the new members who will be joining us.  Please 

welcome Jamey Piggott and Sandy Patchuta!  A special thank you goes out to Ashley Brunetti, who has served on the 

Board for the past two years.  We appreciate all of your hard work and dedication to our PTA Board.  All of the hours you 

put in did not go unnoticed! 
 

It is hard to believe that after seven years, I will be saying goodbye to Copper Beech, and my time on 

the Board is coming to an end.  It has been an amazing journey, and I have loved every minute of 

my time involved with the PTA. 
 

We are going to be sending out PTA information in August so, be on the lookout.  It will contain 

lots of good information that you will need for the 2015-2016 school year, including your 

membership and directory forms!   Have a safe and happy summer! 
Thank you, 

Christine Strange, PTA President 

Chris_strange@comcast.net 

Courtney Clark, PTA President-Elect 

eclynch@hotmail.com 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
As the school year winds down, our 
kindergarteners are busy in Reading, with 

our themes, Plants and Amazing Creatures, 

as well as, I Know A Lot. In 

Math, we continue: using tally 

marks, sharpening our addition 

and subtraction skills, and recognizing 

patterns.  The students have mastered their 

time-telling skills using both analogue and 

digital clocks.  We continue to work on measurement,  

and students can write numbers in the 80s through the  

90s, up to 100! The children have been enjoying an  

ABC Countdown to summer vacation. 
 

This month, the kindergarten classes had a 

publishing-center celebration. The children were 

given the books that were created in the publishing 

center. 

A 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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The teachers want to thank all the parents that came in 

throughout the school year for parties and/or projects.  

Your presence was truly a gift! 

 
 

Our first graders are really springing into 
ravenous readers, marvelous mathematicians 

and super scientists! As we near the end of the 

school year, we are spreading our wings and 

learning new skills, wonderful math games ... 

we are even jumping into an aquarium. We 

are super busy this month with fractions and number-grid 

puzzles in Math and Unit 6 of Reading. We are exploring 

and discovering the world around us. We will read about 

Cool Jobs and Sand Castle, too. In Science, first grade has 

already learned about plants and their parts, and we are 

now observing other organisms, such as bugs and snails. 

It's really neat! We have extended our learning with our 

field trip to the Academy of Natural Sciences. We were 

very excited to see our finished Publishing Center books.  

 

The second grade would like to thank all of 
the PTA volunteers for their tireless efforts in 

the publishing center. The students had a 

wonderful time sharing their books with 

friends and family during their publishing-

center celebration. 

 

The boys and girls, together with their teachers, wish 

everyone a safe and happy summer. 

 

 

It is hard to believe that our school year is 
coming to an end. We have worked hard to 

prepare for fourth grade. 

 

In Math, we ended the year in our 

Measurement unit. The children should have 

a better sense of measurement being a big part of our 

everyday lives. They did a variety of activities that 

reinforce this idea. Since historically these concepts have 

been a struggle for many, please take time this summer to 

practice basics such as elapsed time, measuring items 

using the US standard forms of measurement and the 

metric system, and discuss temperature and figuring out 

differences in temperature from day to day. Also please 

remember to have them study, review, and master the 

multiplication facts. 
 
In Communication Arts, we ended with a unit 

relating to helping others, as well as ourselves. 

The students enjoyed reading about the service 

animals in our Working Together unit. The 

summer offers students a great opportunity to participate in 

some community service, if they do not already. We also 

encourage them to keep a journal for response to literature, 

as well as to document their own adventures and story 

writing. 

 

We have enjoyed this year with your children and have 

appreciated your support. We wish you all a safe and 

happy summer together! 

 

Wow! Can you believe it? Another year is 

almost complete! In a few short days, we’ll 

be saying goodbye until September. We wish 

all of our students the best in fifth grade. 

Our fourth graders are completing Animal 

Studies in Science. We’ve learned so much 

about the African dwarf frogs, fiddler crabs, and 

millipedes. Now it’s time to adopt these critters and send 

them to their new homes. 

 
In Math, we will be finishing Unit 10 and starting the end-

of-year assessments. In Reading, we end the year reading a 

great non-fiction piece about the amazing ant. 

 

Students completed their country research reports, and we 

were very impressed with their presentations and the 

multicultural food celebration We really enjoyed all the 

delicious dishes from all over the world offered during this 

June 10
th
 event! 

 

In Social Studies, we finished the year with the Civil War 

and Pennsylvania’s Industrial Revolution. Thanks to all of 

you who were able to make it to Pennsbury Manor with 

us for our field trip. What a great experience we had 

learning about what life was like back in William Penn’s 

day. 

 

A special thank you to the art staff here at CB for setting 

up our Abington Arts Center trip. The students had a 

wonderful morning viewing the outdoor sculptures and 

then creating their own masterpieces to take home. 

 

One last thank you to our homeroom liaisons and parent 

helpers. The fourth-grade team appreciates all you’ve  

done to make the year go a little more smoothly! Best 

wishes to all of our fourth-grade families. Have a super 

summer vacation! 

 

What a year of accomplishment this 
fifth-grade journey has been!  

Students have been challenged to: 

read longer, more demanding texts; 

perform complex math problems; 
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think deeply about history and science; write essays, 

stories, and poems; complete sophisticated independent 

projects; and navigate new technology!   At the beginning 

of the year, there were probably a few tears at the daunting 

demands of fifth grade, but our students have met the 

challenge, and they are ready to move up to the esteemed 

status of sixth graders! 

 
Our last few months have been busy.  In Math, we have 

been: learning about algebra; solving equations with rules, 

formulas, and variables; constructing linear graphs; and 

learning about Pi.  In Social Studies, we have learned 

about the Holocaust through historical analysis, first 

person accounts, and historical fiction. In Language Arts, 

we have been working on the higher level reading strategy 

of evaluation, as we examine author’s point of view, 

justify judgments, and identify persuasion techniques. We 

have also had fun with words from mythology and those 

with Latin and Greek roots.  The culminating event of the 

month was the proud presentations of students’ Million 

Dollar Projects.  

 
Our Fifth-Grade Reading Olympics teams enjoyed high 

marks at the Montgomery County Reading Olympics held 

at Cheltenham High School.  Teams competed in three 

rounds, fielding queries about multiple books on the list. 

 

The fifth grade would like to thank the PTA for supporting 

the class trip to Fort Mifflin. Students learned about the 

important role that this landmark on the Delaware River 

played in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars.  

 

We would like to express our thanks for all the help this 

year from our room parents.  The fifth-grade teachers and 

students appreciate the time you devote to helping us out 

in so many ways. 

  
What a long, strange trip it's been... 
Man, Phil, Jerry, and Company sure did nail 

it. Our trip has been (or at least felt, at times) 

long, and (at times) strange, but it's been a 

good one, and we're all the better for it. 

 

We've algebra-ized, geometry'd, and even combined the 

two (Unit 9 Math); we've determined probability (50% 

chance of precipitation seems to always be the 

weatherman's easy out -- Math Unit 7); we've 

inferred, concluded, and judged, determined author's 

purpose and perspective, all while using context 

clues to help us find out way (Communication Arts, 

All Units). 

We've seen just about everything on this trip, but when 
one trip ends, a new one is just around the corner. So, be 

your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray...or Mordecai Ali 

Van Allen O'Shea, you’re off to great places, today is your 

day, your mountain is waiting, so...get up off that couch, 

19038, and GET ON YOUR WAY! (Thanks, Dr. Seuss, 

for your timeless wisdom.) 

 

 
 

 

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

 

his has been a very exciting school year! There have 
been great times, and we have accomplished many 

things this year.  We would like to wish you all a very 

happy, healthy, and safe summer vacation. To those of you 

returning to Copper Beech in the fall, please remember 

that class assignment letters will be mailed out in August.  

We look forward to seeing you in September!  The first 

day back for students is September 9, 2015.  To our sixth 

graders and to those not returning to Copper Beech, we 

wish you all the best in your future endeavors! 
 

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

The 

Library 

Report   
 
As our library is winding down, the Abington Free 
Library is gearing up with lots of summer fun.  This year, 

their theme is “Every Hero Has a Story.”  Mrs. DuBois 

from the Children’s Department 

visited on May 26
th
 to tell our 

students all about it.  The public 

library has many fun programs 

to enjoy, including a student 

favorite, Doggone 

Good Readers, in 

which children read 

to therapy dogs. 

 

T 
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Reading in the summer is extra fun, but it is also 

important!  Research shows that: 

 Students who read over the summer do better in school 

in the fall. 

 Students who do not read over the summer 

demonstrate academic loss in fall. 

 8 out of 10 studies indicate students who read for fun 

outperformed those who did not. 

 Students read more when they can choose their own 

books. 

 Reading five books over the summer can prevent 

academic loss. 

So be sure to make time for books this summer.  Make 

reading exciting; don’t think of it as a chore.  Let your 

child choose his/her own books — do you like being told 

what to read?  Keep a supply of reading materials around 

the house … graphic novels count!  Create a no TV or 

electronic game time during part of each day; after all, it’s 

peaceful to unplug. Visit the library, and don’t forget to 

bring a book bag.  

 
Many thanks to all of the wonderful families who support 

Lasting Remembrance Books.  Your generous gift 

honored your child’s teacher with the purchase of a book 

for the library.  Your gift of literacy is will be enjoyed not 

only by the faculty but also by our wonderful students! 

 

We want to send our sincere thank you to all of our 

wonderful volunteers.  Our students borrowed over 60,000 

books from September to the middle of May — that is a lot 

of reading (and a lot of shelving!)  Our volunteers make 

our library operate smoothly!   

Happy Summer Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff  

    

News from the Nurse … 
If you have kept medication in school for your child this 
year, please arrange to have it picked up by you or a 

responsible adult before June 16
th
, or it will be discarded. 

Also, if your child will need medication in school for next 

year, you will need a new prescription/ medication policy 

filled out by a doctor for the 2015-16 school year. The 

medication policy can be found on the Abington School 

District website under Administration and Pupil Services. 

Just a reminder, medication must be brought to school and 

picked up by an adult. Students may not carry 

medication. Thank you and have a safe and happy 

summer! 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

 
 

Update from Copper Beech  

Parking Lot Committee 
 
Though the parking lot is empty over the summer, the 
parking lot committee will keep (relatively) busy. In 

response to the ongoing requests for busses, the parking lot 

committee will spend the next few months exploring the 

possibility of expanding bus routes to get more kids on 

busses and more cars out of the parking lot. But this 

project is going to take a lot of work. So, if getting a bus is 

particularly important to you, please join us in the effort. 

Email cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 

Summertime News from 

Our Reading  Specialists.… 
Since it was such a huge success last summer, we are 

thrilled to offer our summer reading incentive to our 

Copper Beech students again this summer 2015.  

 

Look for our letter explaining the cougar coins with which 

you can fill our summer calendars as your child reads each 

day. The more often 

your child reads, the 

more prizes they can 

redeem in September. 

 

Summer months can 

be so enjoyable to 

read…anywhere 

…anytime…at the 

beach, the pool, 

sitting under a tree, at 

the park; to name a 

few.  Your local 

library will help you 

find age appropriate books or websites such as 

http://kidsreads.com/. 
 

We wish you a safe, delightful summer with lots of 

reading and writing with your families. 

 

The Reading Team 

Nancy Goldstein, Lynne Rink &  

Robin Watts-Campbell 

mailto:cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com
http://kidsreads.com/

