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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
elcome back to a new school year at Copper Beech!  The PTA Board is looking forward to another 
wonderful year of exciting events and programs for our students.  We are looking forward to working with 

all of our families, in conjunction with the CB staff, to bring some new ideas to our organization.   

 

We have several new Board Members this year!  Please help us welcome all of them to our Board.  Please check 

the district calendar for our meeting dates or the new PTA website at www.copperbeechpta.org.   Our first meeting 

of the year is on Thursday, Oct. 9
th

 at 7 p.m.; business will begin at 7:30. 

President, Christine Strange, chris_strange@comcast.net 

President-Elect, Courtney Clark, eclynch@hotmail.com 

Vice Pres 1, Ashley Brunetti, mattysmom114@yahoo.com 

Vice Pres 2, Katie Small, katiebsmall@gmail.com 

Vice Pres 3, Tanya Pham, jandtpham@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary, Dave Clark, dave.clark@customultrasonics.com 

Corresponding Secretary, Claire Hays-Noonan, haysc@comcast.net 

Treasurer, Colleen Rourke, rourkefamily@comcast.net 

 

Please contact us (or any member of the board) with any questions, ideas, comments, or concerns you may have. 

You may also contact CBPTA by email at copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com . If we don’t have the answer to a 

question or concern, we will do our best to point you in the right direction to someone who does.   

 

The PTA has a lot of fun things in store for the fall, and we hope that you are able to join us.  Our 

Adults Only Trivia Night was a great success, and everyone who attended had a fun night!    The Fall 

Festival & Pizza Night is right around the corner, and it is going to be a great night!  There will be 

games, face painting and of course, the CAKE WALK!!  Please join us on Friday, Oct. 17
th

!  It is a great event for 

the students and their parents!  

 

Our Fall Fundraisers are under way!  Think of the PTA as you start your holiday shopping with Yankee 

Candle and Mixed Bags!  These are two great products, and the proceeds go directly to our students!  If 

you did not receive a packet, please let us know, and we will get one to you! Please continue to get 

those membership forms submitted!  Our membership is very important to our success. 
 

 

 

  Thank you, 

Christine Strange, President 

Courtney Clark, President-Elect  
  

 

W 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
The kindergarten teachers would like to 

welcome back all of our returning Copper 

Beech families with children now in 

kindergarten. And, to our new CB 

families, we are happy to welcome you to 

your new school.  
 

Our Reading themes this month are Start Smart and 

Family, an appropriate way to begin a new school 

year. This month, we will be working on identifying 

the settings of stories and making predictions. In 

Math, students will be counting forward to 35, 

counting backward from 10, reading numbers from 0-

10, comparing lengths, recognizing a penny, and 

matching one-to-one. 
 

Lunch for our all-day kindergartners has been going 

rather smoothly.  Parents, please 

remember to pack a snack separate 

from the children’s lunches to help 

the students stave off hunger 

throughout the day. 
 

Good News!  The Kindergarten team welcomes our 

newest teaching members, Noreen McAleer and 

Christine Steinmetz.  Ms. Steinmetz is excited to be 

here at Copper Beech, while Mrs. McAleer is thrilled 

to be in the Kindergarten wing.  

 

Congratulations to Ms. Marunyak, who got married 

over the summer and is now Mrs. Woods. 
 

Welcome to another great year at Copper 
Beech Elementary School!  We hope the 

summer was restful and wonderful.  We 

extend a special welcome to our new 

students and families.  We hope you are 

enjoying your new school and feel 

comfortable here. There are seven sections 

to our grade level again this year, and no 

changes have been made to our team of 

teachers. We all genuinely enjoy working together 

and look forward to a wonderful year ahead.  We do 

welcome Mr. Richard Welsh, our school’s new 

Curriculum Specialist, to our wing.  We also welcome 

back Ms. Carolyn Czarnecki to the first-grade hall.  

Ms. Czarnecki is an Autistic Support teacher who has 

moved around our building as our population 

continues to grow.   

 

These beginning days have been happy, positive  

ones with your youngsters as they learn classroom 

and building routines and procedures.  Students  

have also enjoyed seeing their returning friends  

from kindergarten and meeting new classmates for 

this year. 

 

On Sept. 17
th

, we held our annual Open House Night.  

It was a wonderful opportunity to meet parents and 

provide them with an overview of the first-grade 

curriculum.  Teachers also introduced some special 

activities and events that will enrich your child’s first-

grade experience. 
 

Throughout the month, students explored ways they 

are special in our first Reading unit called,  

All About Us.  In Math, we reviewed number skills 

begun in Kindergarten.  Students 

also learned how to use tally 

marks as a quick, easy way to 

record information.  This skill has been 

helpful throughout our Science unit on 

Weather.  Your budding meteorologists 

will conduct a variety of experiments as they explore 

temperature, wind, puddles, and rainy day fabrics.  

They will also use their counting-by-2s skills to read 

and record temperatures on the Fahrenheit 

thermometer. 
 

Your first graders are becoming writers!  In 

September, the children wrote personal 

narratives.  They are writing about the autumn 
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season, too. They are learning to sound out words and 

use temporary spelling; in addition to the weekly 

spelling lists that are phonic-based.  The children 

have enjoyed expressing themselves using the printed 

word. It’s clear to see that Copper Beech is the place 

to be when fall arrives.  So welcome back and get 

ready for a great year of learning! 
 

The second-grade teachers would like to 
welcome everyone back to school. The 

second graders have been busy learning 

routines in their classrooms.  

They have also been busy 

sharing exciting things that they did 

over the summer.  The students have 

already begun their first Reading 

theme entitled Relationships.  They 

will be reading exciting fiction and non-fiction stories 

about relationships they have with their family, 

friends, and members of their community.  Ask your 

second grader about a few new Math games they have 

learned.  These games are a great 

way to review computational 

skills.  Finally, our second 

graders know that in order to 

become better readers this year, 

they need to read each and every 

night! So, parents, encourage your 

child to open up those books and read. 

 

We are off to a running start in third 

grade. It was a pleasure to meet parents at 

our open house event. The children and 

teachers are fortunate to have parents who 

are involved in the education process. It is 

truly the key to a child's success and growth. The 

messages during our open house were clear and 

consistent — students who read are more successful 

across the board. Please 

support our efforts to 

encourage reading on a 

daily basis. Limit time on 

electronics and TV. 

Instead, make it a 

habit to share a 

great book with your child. There will be 

lifelong benefits to this habit. 
 

As we begin the year, there is so much to review and 

learn. Children are establishing new classroom 

routines and making new friends. In Math, we will 

pick up where we left off in second grade. Since 

Everyday Math is a spiraling program, we do a quick 

review of concepts and then begin to introduce 

familiar curriculum at increased levels.  In 

Communication Arts, we began our year with First 

Day Jitters. This is a story that all of the children can 

easily relate to, and they enjoy responding to the story 

line both verbally and in writing.  We look forward to 

the year ahead with all of you! 

 

The fourth-grade team would like to 
welcome our new families and students 

to a year filled with learning and fun! 
 

Fourth grade begins the first marking 

period with the Ecosystems unit in 

Science. We will be housing snails, mosquito fish, 

crickets, and roly polys in our ecocolumns to study 

life in the pond ecosystem. Students 

will see the importance of 

documenting and making 

observations, as well as investigating 

inquiries. A great big THANK 

YOU to the families that are 

helping us get the soda bottles prepared for the 

ecocolumns — your assistance is important in getting 

started in a timely fashion. 

 

In Math, we will be starting the year with Geometry. 

Unit 1 focuses on identifying, drawing, and labeling 

lines, segments, rays, and angles. 

The unit also covers a review 

of polygons, such as 

trapezoids, hexagons, and 

parallelograms. Ongoing 

practice with basic 

multiplication facts at home and 

in school is extremely important this year. 

Two- and three-digit multiplication and division will 

be taught this year, so basic fact knowledge is 

paramount in moving onto more difficult 

problems. Practice a few facts each night for 

automaticity. Students are asked to take home 

their reference books (SRB) to help with 

homework if needed; so if you don’t see it and 

need it, remind your child to bring it home. 
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The Everyday Math website we talk about at Open 

House is also a wonderful resource to use. 
 

Language Arts challenges the students to identify the 

main idea, locate the problem of a selection and find 

the solution, make inferences, evaluate character, 

setting and plot, and to summarize a story. Students 

will also learn to compare and contrast, summarize 

and use sequencing. Students will be writing a 

personal narrative as well, so keep the pencil supply 

well stocked! 
 

Our Social Studies curriculum begins with lessons on 

the Constitution, then moves on to the geography of 

Pennsylvania. Students will be learning about 

Pennsylvania’s landforms, water systems, climate, 

and resources. These skills will be used shortly to 

create a map of Pennsylvania. Our state is the primary 

focus of the fourth-grade Social Studies curriculum. 
 

Finally, in Health, students are learning about 

themselves and their classmates through various 

projects on responsibility, goal-setting, and self-

awareness. Check out the projects in the hallway 

outside our classrooms that highlight the many talents 

and experiences of our fourth graders. Remember, a 

healthy lifestyle involves not only staying physically 

fit, but also doing things that keep our mind and 

relationships with others “in shape” as well. 
 

We wish to welcome back all of our 
returning students and extend a special 

welcome to our new students and families 

to Copper Beech.  Thanks to all students 

and parents for being ready to learn and 

for bringing supplies and tissues. Fifth-grade teachers 

also wish to thank the PTA for their generous support 

of our school, the teachers, and families.  
 

Students have had fun during our first month learning 

about the U.S. Constitution for 

Constitution Day, sharing 

summer reading book reviews on 

this year’s Reading Olympics 

books, and playing a Math game we will 

revisit throughout the year: Factor Captor.   
 

Here are some highlights of our current units 

of study:  

In Unit 1 of Math, students have learned about 

number theory, which includes prime and composite 

numbers, square numbers, factoring, rules of 

divisibility, and exponents. Students played games to 

strengthen math factoring skills and their 

understanding of the properties of whole numbers.  

Looking forward to Unit 2, students will refine their 

skills in estimation and computation.  In addition to 

the multiplication algorithms which students have 

learned in earlier grades, such as lattice method and 

partial products, students will also be learning the 

U.S. traditional methods. These are found in the 

Projects section in the back of the math 

journal. 
 

In Science, all classes will be studying a 

unit titled Microworlds, in which 

students will strengthen observation 

and communication skills in Science; 

learn how to use optical tools to 

expand our range of observation, including 

magnifying lenses and microscopes; how to prepare 

slides, and the characteristics of one-celled 

organisms. 
 

In Reading, students will continue to develop reading 

strategies and vocabulary skills as they read fiction, 

nonfiction, and poetry about different kinds of 

challenges and how people face them. Students will 

be learning how to express themselves with different 

kinds of sentence structures and writing personal 

narratives. In Unit 2, students will be learning to write 

arguments and persuasive essays. 
 

In Social Studies, we are focusing on exploration and 

colonization of America.  We look at the exchange 

and conflict between European and Native American 

cultures in the 15
th

 century, and later colonization of 

the Americas by Europeans.  We are looking forward 

to year of academic, personal, and social growth for 

our students. 

 

Is it really September again? Well, as 
James Taylor so eloquently put it, “a few 

more geese are gone, a few more leaves 

turnin' red…” Well, I guess not all is so 

bad with the arrival of another fall. 
 

We sixth graders are rapidly getting back into 

the swing of things. Take Math for instance.  
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C.B. C.A.R.E.S. = 

Cooperation, 

Attitude,  

Respect, 

Empathy, 

Safety …  

You should, too! 
 

We're reviewing how to find data landmarks (mean, 

median, mode), and our sixth-grade mean salary has 

remained constant over the past several years since 

one Mrs. McNew rode off into the sunset. But another 

20-something has entered the fray last school year in 

the form of Mr. Oldham, thus varying our data sample 

slightly. 
 

Our initial Reading unit has 

required us to break down stories 

into their most basic components: 

characters, setting, and plot. I know 

I've promised it before, but I think 

this is really the year those skills 

are put to use and the first-ever 

Copper Beech sixth-grade Pulitzer Prize Winner is 

awarded! (Parents: personal narratives have been 

assigned; ask your kids about them). 
 

Oh, and how could I forget the introduction to Early 

People (Social Studies, Unit 1). They talk weird, wear 

severely outdated clothing, and they smell funny, but 

somehow they’ve managed to survive with sticks and 

stones. (So, iPhones are not actually vital for 

survival.) 
 

And in Health, we're making sure to maintain a 

positive self image. Repeat several times, “You is 

kind, you is smart, and you is important.” Thanks for 

The Help, Ms. Aibeleen. 
 

Until next time, CB...keep your rakes handy and the 

cider warm...I feel a chill in the air! 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 
Parents, welcome to the sixth-grade class of 2015!  

If you were unable to attend the sixth-grade parent 

meeting at back-to-school night, please know that it’s 

not to late contact us at cb.6thgrade@gmail.com.  We 

will add you to our email list.   
 

Your Sixth-Grade Parent Committee for 2014-15 

includes: Becky Donahue, Eileen Loftus, Marge 

Serianni, and Susan Wasekanes.  We will be 

having an informal meeting on Oct. 9
th

 at 7 p.m. in 

the school’s library for all sixth-grade parents. 

 You will be able to volunteer for events, ask 

questions and pay your child’s activity fee.   

 

Each sixth-grade child is asked to pay a $50 activity 

fee.   This fee, along with the money 

raised through our fundraisers, help to 

purchase many fun things for our 

children.  More information will come 

home with your child 

throughout the year.   
 

Please feel free to contact us at 

the above email address with 

any questions.  

—Your Sixth-Grade Activities 

Committee 
 

 
 

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

Welcome to all of our new families to Copper Beech, 

and welcome back all our returning families for the 

2014-2015 school year.  

 

We’re thrilled that school has started and look 

forward to an exciting year. Thanks to all who 

attended our Open Houses scheduled this month. 

Also, remember to check out our school website for 

the updated Parent Handbook.  
 

We would like to let our families know that we 

appreciate their cooperation with our new arrival and 

dismissal routines.  The 

students have been 

learning the routines 

easily.  We have heard 

positive feedback 

regarding our changes to 

the parking lot 

procedures, thanks to  

our parents, especially 

our Parking Lot 

Committee.  

As a 

reminder, 

please pull forward to the Pick-up/Drop-

off ZONE (in Parking Lot A) when 

dropping off and picking up your 

mailto:cb.6thgrade@gmail.com


Copper Beech Parent-Teacher Association 

“Making Every Child’s Potential a Reality!” 

 

children. Dropping off and picking up your children 

in any other location is a safety issue.  
    

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 

Assistant Principal 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

(215) 884-9816 
 

 

News from the Nurse … 
Welcome Back!  . . . Calling all parent volunteers! If 
you are at school more than 10 hours a week, a PPD 

test is required. Our school physician, Dr. Susan 

Packer, will administer the test at Abington Senior 

High Health Suite (ext. 2382). Please pick up an 

authorization form from the principal’s office and call 

the senior high to schedule an appointment. If any 

volunteer has had a negative PPD result within the 

past year, his or her physician may complete the form 

as well.  If you prefer, volunteers may go to their 

private physician to have the test administered. Also, 

the health room is in need of sweat pants for boys or 

girls, sizes 6 and 8. Please think of us as you clean out 

your closets. Thanks! 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

The 

Library 

Report   
Mrs. McGettigan, Mrs. Harris and I are very excited 
about the One Author – One School program.  With 

the support of the PTA, Candace Fleming will spend 

two days (Oct. 23
rd

 and 24
th

) at Copper Beech 

speaking to Grades 1-6.  Ms. Fleming is the versatile 

and acclaimed author of more than twenty books for 

children, including the award-winning biography, 

The Lincolns; the bestselling picture 

book, Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!; and the 

beloved, Boxes for Katje.  Her versatility extends 

from rollicking read-alouds to historical picture 

books that nurture younger readers’ curiosity and 

love of history to fascinating scrapbook-style 

biographies for readers of all ages.  During her 

presentations, Ms. Fleming will focus on the 

importance of reading, writing, and storytelling and 

will teach students a writing method that they can use 

to write brilliant stories of their own. For more 

information, please browse 

her website at 

www.candacefleming.com. 

 

We want to say Bravo! to 

all of our families who 

participated in the summer 

reading club at the 

Abington Free Library.  

We hope it was a fun and 

rewarding way to cement 

the habit of reading in your children’s lives. 
 

We  are very grateful that so many of our library 

volunteers are returning to us, and are happy to 

welcome any new parents who 

would like to help.  We’ll provide 

on-the-job training! Please contact 

Kristen Liebsch, volunteer 

coordinator, to sign up.  Your children 

will enjoy seeing you involved in school! 
 

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff, Librarian 

 

Update from Copper Beech  

Parking Lot Committee 
You may have noticed some changes in and around 

the Copper Beech parking lot — bike racks, new lines 

and signage, different traffic patterns. The CB 

Parking Lot Committee, in partnership with school 

and district administration as well as the Abington 

Police Department, has taken the feedback and 

suggestions received in last spring’s survey to make 

and test improvements in the parking lot. If you have 

additional suggestions or feedback, please share them 

with us: 

cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com. 

Throughout the fall, we’ll be monitoring 

these changes to see if they are having a 

positive impact on the safety and 
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efficiency of the lot. We’ll be counting cars, 

monitoring traffic flow, and examining the impact of 

our changes in areas beyond Copper Beech as well. In 

the meantime, you can tell us what you think or 

volunteer to help by emailing us. 

Please remember that, as parents and guardians, it's 

our job to model CB CARES behavior — even when 

the parking lot gets frustrating. Let's work together to 

keep our kids safe and make arrival and dismissal 

smooth and amicable.  

 
“Alone we can do so 

little 

Together, we can do so 

much.” 

— Helen Keller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 
The KIND Club will hold its first meeting on 
Wednesday, Oct. 1

st
 from 3:20 to 4:30.  The club is 

open to any students in grades 4-6.  The mission of 

the club is to promote kindness to animals and 

responsibility toward the earth. Students learn how to 

care for pets, ways to help animals in the community 

and the world, and how to improve the environment 

and the treatment of animals.  We engage in service 

projects, such as volunteering and collecting supplies 

for the SPCA, writing letters, and going on field trips 

to learn about animals and their habitats.  Meetings 

will be held the first and third Wednesday of the 

month in Room A127, Ms. Ryan’s classroom. 

 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 

 

 From the Copper Beech  

Reading Specialists … 
The Copper Beech staff would like to congratulate 
the students who participated in the 2014 Summer 

Reading Incentive. Before the end of the last school 

year, students set a goal to read during the summer.  

We are delighted to report that over 200 students 

completed the Summer Reading Incentive calendar. 

The calendar helped the students to track how much 

they read throughout the summer.  As a result, 

students were able to remain focused on their goal to 

read during the summer.  At the beginning of this 

school year, students were able to spend their pennies 

and redeem their prizes at the Reading Corner.  

This idea was inspired by the Research Journal of the 

American Association of School Librarians in an 

article entitled, Independent Reading and School 

Achievement. They noted that, “Students’ reading 

achievement has been shown to correlate with success 

in school and the amount of independent reading they 

do (Greaney 1980; Anderson, Fielding and Wilson 

1988).  This affirms the predictability of a success 

cycle: we become more proficient at what we 

practice” (Cullinan 1992). 

We appreciate your participation with keeping 

literacy active at home. 

The Reading Team 

Nancy Goldstein, Robin Watts-Campbell  

& Ms. Rink 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI:  Please email your submissions for the  

PTA Cougar Chronicles to 

6coyles@verizon.net in Word format only.  

Please note on subject line as   

 “Newsletter Submission.”  

          —  Maureen Coyle  

Newsletter Coordinator 
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