
The CB PTA would like to welcome back all of the students 
to Copper Beech. Also, we welcome all of the new 
families. It was great to see so many new faces at the 
orientations and Back to School Nights.
Our Yankee Candle fundraiser has just wrapped up and the 
Children’s Art fundraiser is underway, be one the lookout 
for some wonderful art work coming home soon! 
Speaking of fundraising…our NEW Coupon Book 
fundraiser will be running from October 10th to October 
21st.

Also, our Clubs (Master of the Brick Club, Garden Club and 
Book Club) are in full swing! 

Please keep an eye on the district calendar and our 
website at (www.copperbeechpta.org) for upcoming PTA 
events. Information is also circulated through our Cooper 
Beech PTA Facebook page. Our second general meeting of 
the year will be held in the library on Thursday, November 
10th at 7pm.

Our fall events are coming soon! Fall Festival will be held 
on October 21st. This is a fun night for the whole family. 

American Education Week (November 14th-18th) will be 
here before we know it, with that comes the very popular 
Book Fair and Hoagie Night (November 18th)

Upcoming Events

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their PTA 
memberships as well as taken the time to update their 
contact information. If you have not renewed your 
membership yet, there is still time! We wish everyone a 
great 2016–2017 school year! New ideas or any concerns 
can also be sent to copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com.

Sincerely, the CB PTA Board

10/10 to 10/21 – Kids Stuff Coupon Book Fundraiser
10/21 - Fall Festival/Pizza Night
10/23 – 6th Grade Hayride to The Valley of Fear
11/10 – PTA Meeting
11/12 – Fall Clothing Drive (CB Parking Lot)
11/14 to 11/18 – American Education Week/Book Fair
11/18 – Family Night/Hoagie Night
11/20 – Pancake Breakfast *Hosted by the 6th Grade* 
at the Knights of Columbus



Kindergarten
The kindergarten teachers would like to officially welcome Christine Allen and Caryn 
Gemzik to the Kindergarten Team!

Kindergarten is excited about our new reading incentive “Paws to Read”.

Our reading theme is:  “Start Smart” and “Family”. Identifying settings and making 
predictions.

In math we will be exploring pattern blocks, exploring with numbers 
0 – 9, counting forward to 35, reading numbers 0-10, and comparing lengths.

Do you have content to submit for this newsletter?  Get in touch with us at: copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com

From the desk of the Principal's …

Wow! Thanks for a great September! We’re thrilled that school has started and look 
forward to an exciting year. We were glad to see you at our Open Houses!

We appreciate your cooperation with our arrival and dismissal routines. Don’t forget to 
check out our school website for the updated Parent Handbook, which details the new 
routines.

C.B. C.A.R.E.S. (Cooperation, +Attitude, Respect, Empathy, Safety), and you should too!

Marie Salle Kim

Welcome Back!  . . . Calling all parent 
volunteers! If you are at school more than 10 
hours a week a PPD test is required. 

Our school physician, Dr. Susan Packer will 
administer the test at Abington Senior High 
Health Suite (ext. 2626). Please pick up an 
authorization form from the principal’s office 
and call the senior high to schedule an 
appointment. If any volunteer has had a 
negative PPD result within the past year, his or 
her physician may complete the form as well.  If 
you prefer, volunteers may go to their private 
physician to have the test administered. 

Also the health room is in need of sweat pants 
for boys or girls sizes 6 and 8. Please think of us 
as you clean out your closets. Thanks!

Holly Horner



First Grade

Welcome to another wonderful year at Copper Beech 
Elementary School!  Summer is over and we are glad to be 
back here at “The Beech”.   We extend a special welcome to 
our new students and families.  We hope you are enjoying 
your new school and feel comfortable here. This September 
we have a new addition to our Grade 1 Team.

We welcome Mrs. Jennifer Nicholson.  Jen has been a 
kindergarten teacher here at Copper Beech and   has finally 
been promoted to first grade. We look forward to working 
together and know that she will bring her expertise and 
enthusiasm to our grade level.  These beginning days have 
been happy, positive ones with your youngsters as they 
learn classroom and building routines and procedures.  
Students have also enjoyed seeing their returning friends 
from kindergarten and meeting new classmates for this year.

Our recent Open House Night was a wonderful opportunity 
to meet parents and provide them with an overview of the 
Grade 1 curriculum.  Teachers also introduced some special 
activities and events that will enrich your child’s first grade 
experience.

Throughout September, students explored ways they are 
special in our first Reading Unit called “All About Us”.  In 
math, we reviewed number skills begun in Kindergarten.  
Students also learned how to use tally marks as a quick, 
easy way to record information.  This skill has been useful in 
our first science unit on weather.  In the weeks ahead, your 
budding meteorologists will conduct a variety of 
experiments as they explore temperature, wind, puddles, 
and rainy day fabrics.  They will also use their ‘counting by 2’ 
skills to read and record temperatures on the Fahrenheit 
thermometer.

Your first graders are becoming writers!  This month, the 
children wrote personal narratives.  They are writing about 
the Autumn season, too. They are learning to sound out 
words and use temporary spelling; in addition to the weekly 
spelling lists that are phonic-based.  The children have 
enjoyed expressing themselves using the printed word.

It’s clear to see that Copper Beech is the place to be 
when Fall arrives.  So welcome back and get ready for a 
GREAT year of learning!



Second Grade

The second grade teachers would like to welcome everyone 
back to school.  We are happy to have Mrs. Bisceglie and Mrs. 
Jackson joining the second grade team.

The second graders have been learning new routines in their 
classrooms.  They have also been busy sharing exciting things 
they did over the summer.  The second graders have already 
begun their first reading theme entitled, “Relationships.”  
They will be reading exciting fiction and non-fiction stories 
about relationships they have with their family, friends and 
members of their community.  

Ask your second graders about a few new math games 
they’ve learned.  These games are a great way to review 
computational skills.  Finally our second graders know that in 
order to become better readers this year, they need to read 
each and every night! 

Did you know that CB is having a Science Fair this year?? 
Stay tuned to Facebook and our CB PTA website for details 
coming soon!

Yearbook pictures needed!!

As you run, volunteer for or attend CB events please 
take pictures and submit them to us at: 

copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com



Third Grade

Hoping everyone have a great start to the school year!

In Communication Arts we have almost completed our first unit. 
The stories are interesting and the children really enjoy First Day 
Jitters since they can easily relate considering it is our first story as 
we begin the new school year. We are writing friendly letters based 
on a recent experience at home or in school. They also love to read 
The Perfect Pet. The main character in the story is trying to 
convince her parents to let her have a pet. Look out, they may be 
bringing this message your way.

In Math we are wrapping up our first unit. The lessons have 
involved some review and presenting what is to come as we 
progress through the year. Multiplication needs to be mastered as 
we move into 4th grade so we will be studying and drilling with 
these facts in an effort to build a solid foundation.

During Science, children are working with the rock and mineral 
unit. In health we are involved in discussions about our feelings, 
and again perfect timing. While working through our social studies 
unit we are involved in what makes up a community, map skills, 
and geography. 

All of these aspects of our curriculum are presented in a timely 
manner relative to the beginning of our school year. 

We appreciate those parents who were able to join us during Open 
House presentations and we look forward to the year ahead.

It’s so good to be back in the library and to start this new school year!  We 
would like to thank all of our parent volunteers who assist us with shelving and 
library straightening; we truly could not run the library so smoothly without all 
of you.  We are still in need of coverage for a few more slots, so if you are able 
to offer any time, please contact the PTA or check out the Sign Up Genius on 
the PTA webpage.

The Reading Specialists and the Librarians are pleased to announce the “Paws” 
for Reading initiative which started on October 1st.  You should have received 
your calendar with paws to make note of the days your child(ren) is able to 
read for 20 minutes.  The calendar will be returned to the homeroom teacher 
each month to earn tags, as well as other rewards. 

On October 7th the library provided over 300 books for the Kindergarten 
Goodies with Guests event.  The children love to have someone special read to 
them and they also enjoy when special guests visit them in school.  We are so 
grateful to all who participated and showed their children how important it is 
to read to a child, often!
The Lego Club is starting on October 11, and will be held in the library on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:30.  Thank you to all of 
the parent volunteers who run this fabulous club, the kids really enjoy it.  

Reading Olympics will begin to organize soon in order to be prepared for 
meetings to begin after the winter break. We are encouraging the students to 
read books on the RO list in preparation for this wonderful activity.  All the 
books for the RO for 2017 are ready, so encourage your students to get their 
list in the library!

We encourage students to visit the library at the open time at the end of the 
day, Monday through Friday at 2:45, with teacher permission.  Students do not 
have to wait until their next library period to get new books; they may visit the 
library to exchange books any time they need a new book to read. 

Reminder:  Book Fair November 14th to the 18th in the library, beautifully run 
by the PTA.  Hope to see you there!

From the Library…



Fourth Grade

The fourth grade team would like to welcome our new 
families and students to a new year filled with learning 
and fun!  

4th grade begins the first marking period with the 
ecosystems unit in science.  We will be housing snails, 
mosquito fish, crickets, and roly polys in our ecocolumns
to study life in the pond ecosystem.  Students will see 
the importance of documenting and making 
observations as well as investigating inquiries.  A great 
big THANK YOU to the families that are helping us get 
the soda bottles prepared for the ecocolumns—your 
assistance is important in getting started in a timely 
fashion. 

In math, we will be starting the year with place value, 
rounding, estimation, and a review of addition and 
subtraction algorithms.  Ongoing practice with basic 
multiplication facts at home and in school is extremely 
important this year.  Two and three digit multiplication 
and division will be taught this year, so basic fact 
knowledge is key to moving to more difficult problems.  
Practice a few facts each night for automaticity.  The 
Everyday Math website we talked about at Open House 
is also a wonderful resource to use.

Language Arts challenges the students to identify the 
main idea, locate the problem of a selection and find 
the solution, make inferences, evaluate character, 
setting, and plot, and to summarize a story.  Students 
will also learn to compare and contrast, summarize and 
use sequencing.  Students will be writing a personal 
narrative as well, so keep the pencil supply stocked!  

Social studies begins with lessons on the Constitution, 
then moves on to the geography of Pennsylvania.  
Students will be learning about Pennsylvania’s regions, 
landforms, water systems, climate, and resources.  
These skills will be used shortly to create a map of 
Pennsylvania.  PA is the focus of the fourth grade social 
studies curriculum.

Finally, in health, students are learning about 
themselves and their classmates through various 
projects on responsibility, goal-setting, and self-
awareness.  Check out the projects in the hallway 
outside our classrooms that highlight the many talents 
and experiences of our fourth graders.  Remember, a 
healthy lifestyle involves not only staying physically fit, 
but also doing things that keep our mind and 
relationships with others “in shape” as well.  

Do you have content to submit for this newsletter?  Get in touch with us at: copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com



Sixth Grade

Is it really October again? Well, as James Taylor so eloquently put it, 
"a few more geese are gone, a few more leaves turnin' red...", so I 
guess not all is so bad with the arrival of another fall.

We 6th graders are rapidly getting back into the swing of things. Take 
Math for instance; we're reviewing how to find data landmarks 
(mean, median, mode), and our sixth-grade mean salary has shifted 
some since one Ms. Jackson rode off into the sunset (to 2nd grade 
that is). Our median certain changed as well, with there being an 
even number of teachers in our data set.

Our initial Reading unit has required us to break down stories into 
their most basic components: characters, setting, and plot. I know 
I've promised it before, but I think this is really the year those skills 
are put to use and the first-ever Copper Beech 6th grade Pulitzer 
Prize Winner is awarded! (Parents: personal narratives have been 
assigned; ask your kids about them).

Oh, and how could I forget the introduction to Early People (Social 
Studies, Unit 1). They talk weird, wear severely outdated clothing, 
and they smell funny, but somehow they’ve managed to survive with 
sticks and stones. (So…iPhones are not actually vital for survival?) 

And in Health, we're making sure to maintain a positive self-image. 
Repeat several times..."You is kind, you is smart, and you is 
important." Thanks for The Help, Ms. Aibeleen.

Until next time, CB...keep your rakes handy and the cider 
warm...I feel a chill in the air!

Fifth Grade

We wish to welcome back all of our returning students and extend a special 
welcome to our new students and families to Copper Beech. The first month of 
school is whizzing by, but students are still excited about coming to school, 
working hard, making new friends, and having fun.  Thanks to all students and 
parents for being prepared for school and for bringing supplies and tissues.  Fifth 
grade teachers also wish to thank the PTA for their generous support of our 
school, the teachers, and families.

Students should be settling in routines for homework by now.  This year students 
will be challenged by assignments that require more writing and planning for 
long-term projects.  Parents can help by children by showing them how to set 
goals, plan time, and accomplish work in sections. 

Here are some highlights from our current and upcoming units of study:
In Mathematics, our second unit aims to strengthen multiplication, division, and 
estimation skills. Students will do an indepth study of place value, as it builds the 
foundation for computing with decimals and larger numbers. They will be 
learning to compute with powers of 10 and exponential notation. Students can 
use the website First in Math to increase speed, accuracy, and problem solving 
skills.  In Communication Arts, students will deepen their understanding of fiction 
and nonfiction texts, working to summarize texts and make inferences. Students 
will be writing more developed essays that require them to provide support from 
the text.  The Writing Workshops for this semester will be Personal Narrative and 
Persuasive Writing.

In Social Studies, we will also examine the exchange and conflict between 
European and Native American cultures in the 15th and 16th century, and 
colonization of the Americas by Europeans. Map skills focus on latitude and 
longitude and reading historical maps.  Classes will be engaged our Science unit –
Microworlds, in which students use magnifiers and microscopes to increase their 
observational skills, and examine a variety of specimens, including one-celled 
organisms.

Please keep up on your Home Reading. Students who read every day at home 
increase their comprehension, vocabulary, and background knowledge – all of 
which is important for academic success and lifelong learning.  


