
Cougar Chronicles November 2016 

From the Principals’ Desk 

Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the Halloween Parade and 
celebrations. The students enjoyed 
themselves during the classroom parties 
and alternative activities. We had a fun-
filled and Safe day.  

We hosted Peace Week during the week 
of November 7th through 11th. Thank you 
to our community for continuing to show 
C.A.R.E.S. throughout the day! 

Thank you for attending our American 
Education Week events. We hope you 
enjoyed seeing learning in progress! 

Don’t forget school is closed on 
November  24th and November 25th for 
the Thanksgiving holiday.  

Have a great Thanksgiving! 

  

The CB PTA would like to thank the coordinators who have run events and fundraisers so far this school year. 
They are: Fall Festival, Yankee Candle Fundraiser, Coupon Book Fundraiser, Magician Assembly, Goodies with 
Guests, Fall Clothing Drive and Fall Box Tops submission. Also, the 6th Grade Hayride Social. CB parents are 
amazing! We are off to a very good start! 

As we are sure you are aware, American Education Week is November 14th through November 18th and 
Family Night/Hoagie Night is Friday, November 18th. Join us for some good food, good books and family fun!  

The Children’s Art fundraiser has wrapped up so be on the lookout for some wonderful art work coming 
home very soon!  

Our Clubs are running smoothly, however we are always looking for additional volunteers. Our current clubs 
are: Master of the Brick Club, Garden Club and Book Club. A recent suggestion to consider adding is a trading 
card club. Stay tuned for more details and email us at: copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com if you are 
interested in entering the lottery for the next sessions or email us if interested helping out.   

Please keep an eye on the district calendar and our website at (www.copperbeechpta.org) for upcoming PTA 
events. Information is also circulated through our Copper Beech PTA Facebook page.  

Save the date! Our third general meeting of the year will be held in the library on Thursday, December 8th at 
7pm.  

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their PTA memberships. If you have not renewed your membership 
yet, there is still time! Just log on to our website at: https://copperbeechpta.org/parents/pta-resources-for-
parents/ and take care of it online. We appreciate it! 

As always, any new ideas or any concerns can also be sent to: copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all! 

Sincerely, the CB PTA Board 

https://copperbeechpta.org/parents/pta-resources-for-parents/
https://copperbeechpta.org/parents/pta-resources-for-parents/
mailto:copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com
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Library News 

It’s hard to believe it is November already; we have so 
much going on in the library.  First, we would like to thank all of our 
parent volunteers who assist us with shelving and library 
straightening; we truly could not run the library so smoothly 
without all of you. We are still in need of coverage for a few more 
slots, so if you are able to offer any time, please contact the PTA or 
check out the Sign Up Genius on the PTA webpage. We now have a 
Parent Volunteer message board in the office, please check it out 
for special requests and projects that require additional assistance 
in the library.   

We continue to encourage students to participate in “Paws for 
Reading,” the initiative which started on October 1st. Parents 
should have received your child’s calendar with paws for 
November. The kids are doing a wonderful job and earning those 
tags. Don’t forget to return the calendars to be eligible for the   
party in January!  

We have started getting ready for Reading Olympics (RO)! Meetings 
will begin after the winter break. We are encouraging the students 
to read books on the RO list in preparation for this wonderful 
activity.  All the books for RO for 2017 are ready, so encourage your 
students to get their list in the library! 

Reminder: Book Fair November 14th to the 18th in the library. Be 
on the lookout for your child’s wish list to come home during that 
week. The librarians and parent volunteers will be assisting the 
students while they browse in order to help them to fill their wish 
lists with fabulous books. We look forward to seeing all  the 
wonderful selections, and remember, books make the perfect 
holiday or birthday gifts, something they will cherish for a lifetime. 
Family Night at the Book Fair is Friday, November 18th. Hope to see 
you there! 

Notes from the Nurse 

It’s that time of year when kids can get sick. If your child is absent from school for an 
extended illness, injury, or operation please provide a doctor’s note with special 
instructions for gym and recess so we can better coordinate your child’s care. A doctor’s 
note is required to use crutches and the elevator. If you have any questions please call 
the health room at 215-517-2747. Thank you. 

Do you have content to submit for this newsletter?  Get in touch with us at copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com 

Your Giant BonusCard can help raise money for the PTA! Visit 
www.giantfoodstores.com and register your card. The Copper 
Beech PTA ID number is 23734. 

All-School 
Social at 
Rolling 
Thunder 
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K indergarteners observed Fire Prevention Week last month with a visit 
from the Weldon Fire Company. The students love when they visit!  
Thanks for the goodie bags filled with wonderful stuff!  

During our Halloween parade, the kindergarten team dressed in theme-based 
costumes. Can you guess what they were?  Gumball Machines! 

In our Family Reading Unit we learned what families like to do together, how 
families are both alike and different, and who is part of your family. In our 
Friends Reading Unit we learned about being a friend, what friends like to do 
and what makes a good friend.  

In Math, the students are counting forward to 25, counting backward from 
10, and reading numbers 0 to 19. We also are continuing with comparing 
lengths using everyday objects, matching one-to-one and recognizing 
patterns.  

1 st graders are working very hard adjusting to new routines and 
procedures, as well as learning rigorous curriculum skills and 
concepts.  However, they’ve also had some big fun along the 
way.  

October was an exciting month. The Halloween parade and classroom parties 
were a big success.  Thank you to all of our classroom liaisons for coordinating 
and hosting, and to all of the volunteers who made it possible by donating 
goodies, treats, and by participating in the festivities. Your continued support 
is a big part of our overall success. Pajama Day was big fun too! 

 Currently in reading, we are making our way through unit 2 in the Treasures 
Reading Program. Our theme is “Outside My Door.” The program incorporates 
best teaching practices that develop phonics, phonemic awareness, grammar, 
writing and comprehension skills. As students develop in each area, they gain 
confidence and move closer toward becoming independent readers, writers, 
and thinkers. 

In our Everyday Math program, students are completing their studies in unit 
2. This unit focuses on learning strategies for solving addition problems. 

Classes created a “Strategy Wall” that lists all the strategies they learn and 
practice. We also began modeling number stories and using change 

diagrams to organize information. There is a strong emphasis on 
building skills through games. Some games that we played 

throughout the unit were High Roller, Penny Plate, Roll and Total, and 
Ten-Frame Top-It. The games are a fun and effective addition to traditional 
instruction and the children love them! Big Fun!! 

Our first science unit on weather is coming to an end, and we will shift 
our focus to Social Studies. In this unit we will learn more about families, 
neighbors, schools and culture. Specific objectives include understanding 
traditions, customs, rules, interdependency on others, and diversity. In health, 
students learn about making healthy choices regarding nutrition and exercise 
to stay strong and healthy. 

First grade is filled with new adventures in learning; however, some things 
remain the same. Our CARES behavior plan is still implemented to ensure 
cooperation, positive attitude, respect, empathy, and safety for all.  Thank you 
for your continued support with encouraging your student to practice CARES 
behavior throughout the school day and beyond.  CB CARES and you should 
too. 

2 nd graders have been busy! In reading, we are making 
predictions, determining characters and settings, reading to 
find the main idea and details, summarizing what we read, and 

even working on drawing conclusions. We have read fiction and nonfiction 
and are being introduced to all kinds of reading genres. The students are 
having a blast reading and learning new vocabulary!  

In writing, we are working on writing a personal narrative. The students have 
chosen a time or event that gave them strong positive feelings. They are 
working through the writing process to draft and retell their story, edit and 
make revisions, and publish their final piece.  

Math has been keeping us on our toes with adding and subtracting. Students 
are learning and reviewing different strategies for adding and subtracting. We 
have learned some fun math games to help us as well! We have also looked at 
even and odd numbers, and equivalent names for numbers.  

During our first social studies unit, we learned about community. We talked 
about rules at home and in the community. We also learned about different 
types of communities, including rural, urban, and suburban and what jobs 
may be available in each type of community.  

continued on next page 



NOVEMBER 2016 

Science has kept the second graders engaged with lots of hands-on 
experiments. We are studying soil and have experimented with wet and 

dry soil samples. We are also experimenting with sand, clay, and humus to 
determine what is in our local soil and what soil plants grow in best! In 
November, we have another busy month of learning, exploring, reading, 
writing, and adding and subtracting!  

3 rd graders have been busy! In Communication Arts we are in the 
middle of our second unit and are enjoying both fiction and non-fiction 
stories. The kids love the stories and the ability to discuss life in 

relation to the characters and information presented. In Wolf! by Becky 
Bloom we pondered the thought of having a wolf as a pet. The majority 
decided that it would not be the best idea, and they had interesting reasons 
to support their decisions. 

In Math we just wrapped up our second unit where we had the opportunity 
to learn and utilize multiple strategies to solve multiplication and division 
problems. Please remind your children to use whatever method they feel 
supports their needs. We also played a few math games that allowed for 
them to have fun while learning division and multiplication. You can access 
these games in their SRB or on the Everyday Math website. 

In Health we discussed the importance of safety. There were valuable lessons 
presented relating to animal safety, stranger danger, situational safety, and 
how to handle being in an unsafe situation. 

In Science we are studying rocks and minerals. Some of us enjoyed sharing 
rock collections, writing observations, and compare and contrast activities 
relative to our samples. 

In Social Studies we read about communities. The kids were taught lessons on 
the three types of community: rural, suburban and urban. They determined 
that Glenside is a suburban community that is close to the urban area of 
Philadelphia. This is a great way for them to identify characteristics of this 
area and to realize how important it is to take care of and be active in the 
community in which we live. 

We want to thank the PTA for a fabulous magic assembly. It was both 
entertaining and informative. Since the performer was hearing impaired, the 
children were able to see that having a disability does not impact pursuing 

your dreams. His message of never giving up was such a great lesson for us 
all. 

Halloween was a howl! Thank you for coming to the parade and providing 
treats as well as time! As always we appreciate you and all that you do. 

4 th Grade is finishing up the science theme Ecosystems. Watch for final 
assessment information to come home. Classes will then talk about 
the effects of pollution on an ecosystem. Mock pollution scenarios will 

include the consequences of using rock salt, chemical fertilizers, and acid rain.   

Continue drilling and practice with multiplication and division facts at home.  
The upcoming unit will cover fractions in the following ways: equal sharing, 
equivalence, and comparing and ordering.  We will also cover decimals to the 
hundredths place and metric measurements. 

In social studies, we will be starting a new chapter in PA history.  This includes 
learning about William Penn, the Quakers, PA’s early government, Native 
American/colonist relationships, and immigration in colonial PA. 

Thank you to our families for visiting during American Education Week. We 
hope you enjoy seeing your students at work and why CB is such a great place 
to be! 

Read, read, read!  If you want to become a better athlete, what do you do?  
Practice!  If you want to become a better reader, what should you do?  
PRACTICE, of course!   

Come and see our book reports and PA maps adorning the hallways.  Our 
teachers and students are proud of their work and effort. 

Please be on the lookout for conference invitations soon.  We work hard to 
try to accommodate requests for days and times, but due to sibling 
scheduling and other special needs, not all requests can be honored.   

Finally, we are thankful at this time of the year for our students and the 
families who support our efforts here in 4th grade.  Have a Happy 
Thanksgiving with your friends and family! 

5 th graders are in full swing! Some of the things we’ve been learning 
are how to see tiny things and specimens through a microscope, how 
to represent big numbers in exponential notation, how to use 

Do you have content to submit for this newsletter?  Get in touch with us at copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com 
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inferencing to find unstated ideas in a fictional text, how to summarize 
nonfiction texts, and what life was like in the early American colonies. 

In Math, we are starting Unit 3 which focuses on fraction concepts and 
addition and subtraction of fractions. Students will use fraction circles and 
other visuals to understand fractions and will play games that build skills. At 
home, parents can try to point out fractions on measuring tools, sports 
reports, and ads.  

In Communication Arts, we are writing persuasive essays and letters. The key 
comprehension skills are making inferences, problem and solution, and main 
idea and details.   

In Social Studies, we are finishing our unit on the New England, Middle, and 
Southern colonies and will be starting to explore the struggle for North 
America and the American Revolution. 

Our second unit in Science is Floating and Sinking, which may sound like 
child’s play, but it is the foundation for the important science concepts of 
density, buoyancy, displacement, as well as science process skills such as 
graphing, isolating variables, and calibrating science tools. 

Remember to encourage your child to read every day for pleasure. Computer 
time at home can be a fun learning experience through the First in Math web-
based program. Students enjoy collecting stickers and prizes at this innovative 
website. 

6 th Grade can’t believe that it’s already November! As James Taylor so 
eloquently put it, "a few more geese are gone, a few more leaves 
turnin' red...,” so I guess not all is so bad with the arrival of another fall. 

So, we’ve character-setting-and-plotted (Reading Unit 1), and we’re now onto 
bigger and better things, such as making inferences and generalizations, 
determining problem and solution, and sequencing events chronologically 
(Reading Unit 2). All this while writing text-dependent essays, narratives, and 
persuasive pieces. Pretty soon, we’ll have a Shakespeare, Poe, Whitman, and 
Angelou in our midst. 

Oh, and how could we forget fractions?! We’ve multiplied them, divided 
them, used them to figure out ratios, and soon enough, we’ll be 

adjusting recipes on a nightly basis. Parents, you’re officially off the 

hook—your kids are now responsible for dinner (Math Unit 2). 

We’ve been meditating and reincarnating ourselves (Ancient India, Social 
Studies Unit 1) and determining just how an increase in the deer population is 
quite good for those wolves in that food web (Science, Environment and 
Ecology). 

Until next time, CB...keep your rakes handy and the cider warm...I feel a chill 
in the air! 

 

 

Not a PTA member yet? Join today!  

Here’s what your PTA Membership does for your CHILD 
You get a lot for $15. Your PTA spends about $55 per 
student each year. This funding provides many 
opportunities such as: 

 Visiting Authors program (all grades) 

 Publishing Center student authored books (K-2) 

 Scholastic News / Weekly Reader publications (all 
grades) 

 Class field trips (all grades) 

 Playground equipment (balls, games, etc) (all grades) 

 Briar Bush Nature Center Education  program 

 Educational Assemblies (all grades) 

 Reading Olympics (grades 4-6) 

 Project DARE (grade 6) 


