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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
he PTA has a lot to be thankful for this holiday season.  We are so fortunate to have so many wonderful 
parent volunteers to make our events a success.  We have lots more planned for the New Year! 

 

Our Book Fair was a huge success this year, and there were a lot of folks who made that 

possible.  Special thanks to Andrea Judge, Connie Whiting and Cristy Peltzer for 

coordinating!   

 

We hope you can join us for our December PTA meeting.  We will have some delicious treats 

to get into the holiday spirit!  Mark your calendars for some upcoming events: 

December 4
th

 – PTA Meeting 7:00 

December 9
th

, 10
th

, 11th – Early Dismissal, Teacher Conferences 

December 15
th

 – Winter Concert 

 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday with your families.   

Thank you, 

Christine Strange, President 

Courtney Clark, President-Elect 
  

 

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
In Reading, we’re finishing up our 
Friends theme, and we’ll be really going 

places with our next theme, 

Transportation.   

 

In Math, the students are: counting forward to 50; 

counting back from 10; and reading 

numbers 1 through 19. We are working on 

recognizing all sorts of shapes, including the 

triangle, square, circle and rectangle. We’re 

also working on recognizing simple 

examples of symmetry, and finding solutions to 

simple addition and subtraction stories.  We are 

continuing with our graphing and calendar activities, 

as well. 

 

Kindergarten classes will be enjoying a thanksgiving 

feast.  There will be Native Americans and 

Pilgrims present!  We enjoyed out American 

Education Visitation with students’ parents in 

attendance.   Thanks for coming! 

T 

K 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  

 

 

 

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/cbpta
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Our first graders are turning into truly 
wonder-fall learners! In Communication 

Arts, we are continuing our work in our 

second unit, Outside My Door. We are 

reading stories about all of the cool things 

we can do outside. We are also reading some great 

stories about animals! The first graders are wrapping 

up Unit 3 of our Everyday Math Program. This unit 

continued the steady development of some important 

first-grade topics: telling time was extended to times 

on the half-hour; dimes were added to our collections 

of coins to be counted; and work began on solving 

simple addition and subtraction problems. We also 

explored patterns, patterns, and more patterns! There 

are visual patterns, number patterns and even ways to 

make patterns on the number line. 
 

First grade in the fall is packed with learning and fun! 

We enjoyed our Halloween parade and parties. We 

thank all who volunteered for the Halloween parties. 

You are what make these celebrations such a success, 

and we truly appreciate it! 

 

The year is flying by in second grade! 
With Thanksgiving rapidly approaching, 

we teachers are quite grateful to work 

with such diligent and enthusiastic 

students each day. 
 

Right now, we are in the midst of Unit 2 in 

Communication Arts, which is filled with stories 

about Growth and Change. In addition, the students 

are beginning to work on their second writing 

workshop of the year, which is a How-To story. 

Whether you need advice on making a PB&J 

sandwich, building a snowman or anything in 

between, our stories can tell you all of the steps you 

will need through completion! 

 

In Math, we recently began Unit 4, which focuses 

heavily on Addition and Subtraction. Students are 

learning to use diagrams to model addition and 

subtraction number stories. Also, students will share 

and learn strategies that they can use to add 

multi-digit numbers, including a strategy 

known as the Partial-Sums Algorithm. 
 

Finally, the second graders are wrapping up a 

unit on Soils in Science. Students have done 

tons of hands-on observations and activities and have 

learned all kinds of information about soil along the 

way. With lessons on everything from composting to 

settling, it is safe to say that many students are 

becoming experts on the ins and outs of soil! 

 

We wish everyone in the Copper Beech community a 

Thanksgiving full of family, food, and fun! 

 
 

Third grade was busy this month. We 

enjoyed American Education Week with 

many parents able to visit and participate 

in lessons and project presentations. We 

hope that everyone who attended was 

able to observe education at its best. Our 

students love the opportunity to share what they do in 

the school setting. Thank you so much for joining us. 

 

We moved into a new Math unit. This unit is 

multiplication/division-based. Since the children are 

required to master multiplication by fourth grade, this 

unit is extremely important as we prepare for this. 

Take every opportunity to practice and review facts 

with your children, as this will reinforce what is being 

done in the classroom. 

 

Communication Arts Unit 2 is now complete. We 

ended with a persuasive writing piece. Your children 

have learned important skills about the art of 

persuasion, so do not be surprised if they are 

attempting to use those persuasive skills on you. 

 

We are wrapping up Science units on rocks and 

minerals; a favorite of our children, who have 

collections and are self-proclaimed experts. We also 

completed a Health unit that related to safety. 

Important messages were shared, and the children 

were extremely engaged in the day-to-day lessons 

about how to be safe in many aspects of their lives. 

 

We thank you for your continued support, and we 

wish you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving!! 

 

The fourth grade is finishing up 
the Science theme, Ecosystems. 

Watch for final assessment 

information to come home. 4 

1 

2 

3 
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Classes will then talk about the effects of pollution on 

an ecosystem. Mock pollution scenarios will include 

the consequences of using rock salt, chemical 

fertilizers, and acid rain. 

Continue drilling and practicing with multiplication 

and division facts at home. The upcoming unit will 

cover decimals in many ways, such as: place values in 

the tenths, hundredths, and thousandths; comparing 

and ordering values; uses in money; and adding and 

subtracting. The metric system pops up, as well. 

Students will become familiarized with measuring in 

centimeters and millimeters. 
 

In Social Studies, we will be starting a new chapter in 

Pennsylvania history. This includes learning about the 

first people who lived in Pennsylvania, European 

exploration of the area, and the Native Americans 

from our great state. 

 

Thank you to our families who visited our classrooms 

for American Education Week. We hope you 

enjoyed seeing your students at work, and saw why 

CB is such a great place to be! 

 

Read, read, read! If you want to become a better 

athlete, what do you do? Practice! If you want to 

become a better reader, what should you do? 

PRACTICE, of course! Come and see our nonfiction 

book reports and PA maps adorning the hallways. Our 

teachers and students are proud of their work and 

effort. 
 

Please be on the lookout for conference invitations 

soon. We work hard to try to accommodate requests 

for days and times, but due to sibling scheduling and 

other special needs, not all requests can be honored. 
 

Finally, we are thankful at this time of the year for 

our students and the families who support our efforts 

here in fourth grade. Have a Happy Thanksgiving 

with your friends and family! 
 

The hall is alive with the sound of  

music! Students in Guitar Club and 

Drum Club are having a rockin’ 

time on Thursdays and Fridays, 

thanks to Dr. P. and Mr. 

Haertsch. We are looking forward to future 

performances that showcase all the children 

are learning. 

In Communication Arts, we have just completed Unit 

2, and are beginning our third unit entitled, Turning 

Points. The unit explores such themes as, The 

American Revolution, Women’s Suffrage and 

Protecting the Environment. Through these topics, we 

will continue to draw conclusions and make 

inferences using story clues and personal knowledge, 

and differentiating between fact and opinion. 

 

FRACTIONS, DECIMALS, and PERCENTS! OH 

MY!!! In Math, unit 5 is about ‘parts of a whole,’ 

adding and subtracting fractions, and converting 

fractions to decimals and percentages. We will also be 

constructing and interpreting bar and circle graphs. 

Students should practice measuring in inches to the 

nearest 1/16 of an inch. Review those multiplication 

facts!!! 

 

The students, teachers, and instructional aides of the 

fifth-grade wing wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

We're well into our journey, so here's a 

little taste... 

 

Math Units 3-4: Algebraic Expressions 

and Operations w/Fractions, Decimals, 

and Percents. Moving along... 

 

Communication Arts Units 2-3: Making inferences 

and generalizations, summarizing, and determining 

cause-effect relationships… 

 

Social Studies Unit 2: Greeks, Romans, Empires, 

Gladiator Fights (all that manly stuff)… 

 

Science: Ecosystems and Biomes! 

 

We'll get back to you when it warms up a little ‘round 

the old campfire! 

 
 

“As we express our gratitude, we must 
never forget that the highest appreciation 
is not to utter words, but to live by them.” 

~John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
 
 

 
 

5 
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Breaking News! 
The CB Beech Shack  

is open for business!   

Led by our own  

Cougar Kids, the  

Beech Shack is open on 

Thursdays during recess 

periods.  Students may 

purchase various items, 

including:  

Pencils or 

Small Erasers 25¢;  

Pop-a-Point Pencils or  

Pencil Sharpeners 50¢;  

Notepads 75¢; 

Folders $1.00. 

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
Halloween Parade and celebrations.   The students 

enjoyed themselves during the classroom parties and 

alternative activities.   We had a fun-filled and Safe 

day.   

We hosted Peace Week during the week of Nov. 3
rd

 

through 7
th

.  Thank you to the PTA for sponsoring 

Richard Paul’s Diversity assembly, where students 

learned the importance of respect and empathy.   The 

school was also 

presented with a No 

Place for Hate 
banner.  The 

students did a 

wonderful job 

demonstrating 

C.A.R.E.S. behavior 

during the assembly.  

  

Don’t forget!  

School is closed on 

Nov. 27
th

 and 28
th

 

for the 

Thanksgiving 
holiday. Also, early 

dismissals and report 

card conferences are 

on Dec. 9
th

, 10
th

, and 

11
th

, and our annual Barnes and Noble Literature 

Night will be held Dec. 10
th

. 

 

Have a great Thanksgiving! 
  

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

 

“Injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” 

— Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The 

Library 

Report   
Read:  Everybody’s zooing it!  Many, many thanks to 
our CB parents for hosting the PTA Book Fair the 
week of November 17th in the library!  The library 
was transformed with a beautiful zoo theme and 
the students went wild for books.  Based on all the 
“ooohs” and “aaaahs,” we think it was the most 
successful book fair ever! 
 
We will continue to provide opportunities to 
inspire and support our CB readers with our 
Literature Night at Barnes and Noble on Dec. 
10th.  Come enjoy books, games, and music with 
the Copper Beech community.  We hope to see you 
all there! 
 

Maya Angelou said, “Any book that helps a child 
to form a habit of reading, to make reading one 
of his deep and continuing needs, is good for 
him.”  Sharing our love of books in wonderful 
ways, such as these book fairs, instills a love of 
reading and learning that is crucial for our young 
students.  Thank you, parents, for your support! 

Many thanks, as always, to the parents who assist 
us in the library every day.  We truly couldn’t do it 
without you. 

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff  

 

 

 
 

“From what we get, we can make a living; what we give, 
however makes a life.”  

— Arthur Ashe 
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News from the Nurse … 
It’s that time of year when kids can get sick. If your 
child is absent from school for an extended illness, 

injury, or operation, please provide a doctor’s note 

with special instructions for gym and recess, so that 

we can better coordinate your child’s care. A doctor’s 

note is required to use crutches and the elevator. . If 

your child requires medication to be given in school 

the medication must be dropped off and picked up at 

the nurse’s office by an adult. Students are not 

permitted to carry medication. The medication must 

be in the original container with a doctor’s note and 

parent note preferably the medication policy filled 

out. The policy can be found on the Abington School 

District and Copper Beech website. If you have any 

questions please call the health room at  

215-517-2747. 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
 

 

 

 

Winter Reading Tips from …  

the CB Reading Team 
Read about it, talk about it, and think about it! We 

encourage you to find ways for your child to build 

understanding with the ultimate goal of learning how 

to read. The tips below offer some fun ways you can 

help your child become a happy and confident reader. 

Try a new tip each day. See what works best for your 

child. 
 

Make books special … Turn reading into something 

special. Take your kids to the library, help them get 

their own library card, read with them, and buy them 

books as gifts. Have a favorite place for books in your 

home or, even better, put books everywhere. 
 

Get them to read another one ... Find ways to 

encourage your child to pick up another book.  

Introduce him or her to a series such as, The 

Boxcar Children or The Magic Tree House or 

to a second book by a favorite author, or ask 

the librarian for additional suggestions. 
 

Crack open the dictionary … Let your child see you 

use a dictionary. Say, “Hmm, I’m not sure what that 

word means…I think I’ll look it up.” 
 

Talk about what you see and do ...  Talk about 

everyday activities to build your child’s background 

knowledge, which is crucial to listening and reading 

comprehension.  Keep up a running conversation, for 

example, while cooking together, visiting somewhere 

new, or after watching a TV show. 

 

Teach your child some “mind tricks”… Show your 

child how to summarize a story in a few sentences or 

how to make predictions about what might happen 

next. Both strategies help a child comprehend and 

remember. 

 

Enjoy winter vacation and exploring new books with 

your child! 
(The information was obtained from Reading Rockets.org) 

 

The Reading Team 

Nancy Goldstein, Robin Watts-Campbell  

& Ms. Rink 
 

 

 

 

 

Update from Copper Beech  

Parking Lot Committee 
 

Since September, the parking lot committee, CB 
administration and the school district have 

implemented several changes in and around the 

parking lot. We put in bike racks, and we've been 

pleased to see some children biking to school, when 

the weather allows. We worked with the Abington 

Police Dept. to close Castlewood Road to traffic 

during arrival and dismissal times, on a trial basis. We 

repainted the traffic lines throughout the lot in an 

effort to clarify traffic patterns. We have worked to 

ensure that all families and aides are on the same 

pages about drop-off and pick-up 

procedures. 
 

Based on parent feedback and our own 

data collection, cars seem to be getting in 

and out of the parking lot more quickly – 
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even on our bad-weather days. With this in mind, the 

Abington Police Department has agreed to make 

permanent the closure of Castlewood Road between 

the hours of 8 a.m.-9 a.m. and 3 p.m.-4 p.m. on school 

days. As a result, no one, other than residents, may 

park on that street or enter the Copper Beech parking 

lot from that area during those times. We thank 

everyone for their continued cooperation, as this 

substantially speeds up our ability to move cars out of 

the parking lot. 
 

Our work is not done. In the next several weeks, we 

plan to release a brief survey (3-5 questions) to collect 

even more parent feedback about the parking lot 

changes. We are also directing our focus toward bus 

issues and alleviating the backups on Easton Road, if 

possible. If you have questions, concerns, or ideas, 

feel free to email cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com. 

 

Finally, we'd like to acknowledge the aides for their 

help in the parking lot and their commitment to 

keeping our children safe. We encourage you to thank 

the aides for their excellent work, as well. On the 

other hand, if you have any problems with the lot or 

the procedures, please do not take them out on the 

aides. Likewise, please contact us with ANY parking 

lot-related problem. Don't take matters into your own 

hands, if you feel that another parent is not driving or 

behaving appropriately in the parking lot. We have 

already engaged Abington PD to assist when drivers 

park illegally or drive in an unsafe manner, and we 

are closely monitoring the use of handicapped spaces. 

Remember to model CB CARES behavior, and send 

your comments or observations to us at 

cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com. We will direct your 

concerns to the appropriate people and advocate on 

behalf of having things addressed.  

 

Thanks to everyone for helping to keep our kids safe! 

 

 

 

“Feeling gratitude and not 

expressing it is like wrapping a 

present and not giving it.”  
― William Arthur Ward 

 

 

Easy Ways to Help Our PTA 
& Other Worthwhile Groups 
Designate Copper Beech, #88718, as your school of 

choice for the Target Rewards Program. 

This money is earmarked to help our 

own Copper Beech families. 

 Turn in your Laser cartridges, Ink Jet cartridges, 

Small electronics, Tablet 

computers, PDAs, cameras, 

DSs, iPods, and cell phones 

whether they are working  

or not.  

 Box Tops for Education … 

Please keep clipping those Box 

Tops! Our school has earned 

over $6,000 since 2002 

through this program. 

   Labels For Education … 

Remember to send in any label with 

this icon. The points are used to buy 

school equipment. 

Helping Others, Too! Save the tabs 

from any type of can, they will be 

donated to the Philadelphia Ronald 

McDonald House.   

 

 
 

 “Ignorance and prejudice 
are the handmaidens of 

propaganda. Our mission, 
therefore, is to confront 

ignorance with knowledge, 
bigotry with tolerance, and isolation with the 

outstretched hand of generosity. Racism can, will, 
and must be defeated.”  

―  Kofi Annan 

mailto:cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com
mailto:cb.parkingfeedback@gmail.com
https://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp;jsessionid=OC1WQQDKT2EE1LARAAVPYAQ?contentId=PRD03-001693
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/275494.Kofi_Annan

