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A Message from Our PTA Board 
n this issue of the Cougar Chronicles, we want to extend a HUGE thanks to the many people who helped to  

make this another wonderful year at Copper Beech. Volunteers are essential to any organization, especially the CB PTA. 

We cannot thank our volunteers enough!  We couldn’t have done it without you. We hope that 

everyone had an opportunity to enjoy some of the events that the PTA organized and provided.   

 

Thanks to the following for courageously taking on All-School coordinator positions:  

Connie Whiting, Renee O'Brien, LouAnn Marinucci, Bridget Turner, Jennifer Hurley,  

Dottie Coccimiglio, Kelly Doyle, Autumn Konopka, Ali Mack, Judith Shultes, Dana Mensah, 

Wendy Gale, Kristin Gaenssle, Gabrielle Gigliotti, Kate Collins, Lori Darrow, Kelly Frederick, 

Cathy Richman, Kristen Liebsch, Jen Purtell, Maureen Coyle, Melissa Keller, Kristin Wertz, 

Natalie Franklin, Gina Montgomery, Donel Forte, Andrea Judge, Cristy Peltzer, Ashley Brunetti, 

Maryanne Beal, Sarah Leyden, Kris Irwin, Tina O’Neill, Jennifer Martinson, Nicole Deming,  

Lori Harbison, Melissa Gillette, Dana Phelan, Michelle Fisher, Janine Larr, Jana Ross,  

Sara Challingsworth, Nicole Gesing, Theresa Stevenson, Meg Burmester and Wendy Kaye. 

 

Thanks to the following for coordinating Sixth-Grade Activities, Events and Fundraisers:  

Steph Whittock, Jamie Ehly, Tina Baquero, Katie Brett, Wendy Kaye, Lisa Kosik, Marita 

Stelacio, Vickie Scott, Heather Newnom, Maureen Coyle, Connie Whiting, Theresa Stevenson, 

Erin Hughes, Bernadette Cabry, Erin Malanowski, Nicole Gesing, Rita D’Alessio, Julie 

O’Malley, Holly Hamilton, Cyndi Judge, Wendy Arble, Colleen McHugh, Victoria Sherry, Aileen 

Hamsher, Annie Bole, Lisa Scholly, Julie Sullivan, and Amelia Scheuer.    
 

And, thanks to the Board members who also coordinated and/or served as a liaison to activities: Katie Small,  

Dave Clark, Jamey Piggott, Betsy Krol, Tanya Pham, Sandi Pachuta, Colleen Rourke, and Claire Hays. 

Thanks, 

Courtney Clark, PTA President 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance …

In Reading this month, we’re focusing on 
Plants and Amazing Creatures, two great 

themes as we head into the summer season 

with its opportunities for outdoor 

adventures.  
  

In Math, we are working with two and three-

dimensional shapes; continuing to work on our 

addition and subtraction skills; working with 

calculators; and counting and visually recognizing 

numbers 1 through 100.  
 

Kindergarteners truly enjoyed their class trip to the 

Elmwood Park Zoo on Wednesday, May 25
th
. And, 

several of the classrooms were able to enjoy a visit from 

the Briar Bush Nature Center.  
 

All of the classrooms are preparing for the big Publishing 

Center Celebration coming up in June.  

Students have begun their ABC Countdown to 

summer vacation.  Where does the time go?   
 

Congratulations to Dash Ryzner in Mrs. 

Bowlin’s class.  He made it into the 1,000.00 

point club in First In Math!!! 
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Spring has arrived, and we are excited about 
the nice weather! We are less than a month 

away until the last day of school! Students 

are continuing to learn and work hard each 

day! We are so proud of their progress they 

have made thus far! 
 

Currently in the first-grade curriculum, we are on our last 

unit of the Treasures Reading Program entitled, Let’s 

Discover! Students will be learning about various things in 

our world. Each week we are learning a new topic. Some 

of our topics include: bugs, space, inventions, animals, 

jobs, and constructions. We are still incorporating the best 

teaching strategies for comprehension, writing, fluency, 

and grammar skills. If you haven’t already, visit the 

website, www.macnillanmh.com, for an overview of the 

Reading program. 
 

In our Everyday Math Program, we are continuing to 

build upon the various math strategies we have learned 

throughout the year. We are solving number-grid puzzles, 

reading and creating bar graphs and tally charts, telling 

time to the nearest half hour and solving frames and 

arrows number puzzles. In this unit 8, students have built 

upon their prior knowledge of shapes, as we now are 

learning not just how to identify shapes but how shapes 

can be classified by defining and non-defining attributes. 

We also have explored how to name parts of squares and 

circles and divide them into equal parts! 
 

Our final unit of study in Science is Living Organisms.  

Our students are very excited as we are learning the 

similarities and differences of plants and animals. And 

what better what to learn, than to discover living 

organisms right in our classrooms? Our guppies, snails, 

and various plant life have arrived. We are learning about 

organisms basic needs and will be recording their growth 

as the weeks continue. Currently, we are waiting for our 

pill bugs and millipedes to arrive as we continue our 

studies. 
 

We would like to thank all of the parent volunteers / 

chaperones who escorted us on our field trip to the 

Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. We all had 

a wonderful time. The students learned so much and had 

opportunities to relate their experiences on what they 

learned in the classroom to real-world examples and, of 

course, being with friends. It could not have been possible 

without your help! We are looking 

forward to our Author’s Celebration to 

share the great work of our students! 

 

We teachers are all finding it hard to 

believe that second grade is officially 

coming to an end!  It has been such a wonderful year full 

of fun and learning, and we can’t wait to hear about all of 

the successes that our students have as they enter third 

grade next year! 
 

Over these final weeks of school, the second graders have 

been wrapping up many activities from throughout the 

year.  We completed our final Communication Arts unit, 

which was full of stories revolving around the theme of 

Expressions.  In addition, the students are working on 

completing a compare-contrast essay, their final writing 

workshop of the year.  It is amazing to see how far their 

writing skills have come since September!   

 

Our Science studies also ended with some major 

excitement, as we had the opportunity to raise Painted 

Lady Butterflies in our very own classrooms. 
 

We are looking forward to the chance to celebrate the hard 

work and dedication that the students put into their 

Publishing Center stories at our celebration on June 17
th
, 

and we hope that many families and friends will be able to 

join us that day. 

 

The month of May was so busy and fun! In 
Communication Arts, we wrapped up 

another unit and wrote a compare-and-

contrast essay about how second grade is 

different than third grade. It is so interesting 

to see their responses. We are now focusing 

on our last unit and wrapping up our final writing pieces. 

There will be a research project, and the librarians have 

worked hard to prepare them with how to utilize on-line 

resources. In Math, we finished up fractions and are now 

working very hard to master those facts and understand the 

process of division learning new strategies. There are also 

fun games that are part of the new edition that they love to 

play 
 

During Science, we are planting and watching the seeds 

turn into seedlings. We are talking about this process and 

pollination. It is a perfect time for this unit, and they love it 

as well. 
 

In Social Studies, we are learning about economics. They 

have a new sense of what moms and dads do to as far as 

working to provide for them. We have also discussed 

needs versus wants, and it is always interesting 

to hear their perspective. 

 

We enjoyed a fabulous Field Day thank you to 

Mr. Marinello and the student volunteers. The 

Spring Fair was also a great way to spend a 
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Saturday, and we appreciated the parent and teacher 

volunteers. Enjoy the upcoming Memorial Day weekend! 

 

Wow! We can’t believe the end is 
approaching so quickly. We have been 

preparing for a busy end to May with a trip to 

Pennsbury Manor, our annual multicultural 

food festival and research reports, and various 

other projects. Please check with your child’s 

teacher if you have questions about due dates or test 

schedules. 

In Math, we will be completing Unit 7. Watch for reviews 

and practice on the following topics: converting liquid 

measures, multiplication of fractions, division number 

stories, and converting between fractions and decimals. 

We are also preparing for end-of-year tests. 

 

In Health, we are continuing the unit on Health and 

Wellness. Encourage lots of outdoor activity and good 

eating habits. We’re hoping your children asking for more 

fruits and veggies! 

 

In Social Studies, we will be starting chapter 13 which 

covers the government. Students learn about the 

importance of becoming a good citizen and the basics of 

how the government is run. 

 

In Science, we wind down the year with weather patterns, 

cloud types, and learning more about the solar system. 

In Language Arts, we are beginning our last unit. Skills 

include cause and effect, recognizing and writing with 

adverbs and prepositions, summarizing, using headings, 

captions, and charts in nonfiction, recognizing theme, and 

making generalizations. These skills will be explored 

through reading fiction and nonfiction text selections in 

our anthology. 

 

We have been working on our country-research projects. 

Be sure to check with your child about the due date and 

requirements for the project, and direct any questions to 

your child’s teacher. 

 

In Communication Arts, our fifth graders 

are using their critical reading skills to make 

judgements, analyze persuasion, and make 

generalizations. Students are writing more 

detailed summaries of fiction and 

nonfiction, focusing on sequencing 

and author’s purpose. Our final theme of the year 

includes a diverse selection of fairy tales, 

multicultural realistic fiction, a microscope’s view 

of the world, and the history of balloon flight. We 

will be writing how-to essays to hone our expository 

writing skills. 

 

In our final Math unit, students will be reviewing and 

applying the mathematical skills and concepts they learned 

during to year to engaging, real-world contexts, such as 

finding the area of playing surfaces for different sports, 

setting up an aquarium, and seeing how exercise affects 

heart rate. We will continue favorite games learned this 

year, including Decimal Domination and Exponent 

Football. 

 

We will be wrapping up our Science unit on food 

chemistry. We have analyzed the nutrients found in food, 

such as carbohydrates, starch, fat, and protein using a 

variety of chemical tests. 

 

Our final Social Studies unit focuses on the Holocaust. We 

will read about the brave and selfless actions of survivors 

and people who risked their lives to save the Jews and 

other victims of persecution. The unit stresses the 

importance of tolerance, accepting diversity, and standing 

up for justice and the rights of others. 

 

Ok, so amidst all our journeying, we forgot 

to check in, so we'll make this quick ... We're 

very Algebra-wise now (Math Units 6-8). 
 

We can also write to various tasks (narrative, 

persuasive, informational), identify author’s 

purpose, perspective, and theme, prepositions, adverbs, 

and double negatives (Reading Units 5-6). We won't never 

get them wrong again). 
 

We've determined matter, mass, and energy; hopefully 

chemistry and physics won't be all that bad (Science 

Fusion). 
 

We've learned from our history, hopefully to build on a 

bright future (Social Studies/Holocaust). Oh yea, don't 

forget to catch us at the... 

 Junior High Visit: June 1
st
 

 Holocaust Speaker: June 2
nd

 

 Track Meet: June 3
rd

 

 
From the Desks of 

Our School Principals … 
May was a time to enjoy the great outdoors!  

Field Day was full of sunny weather, and many 

grades enjoyed field trips to extend their learning 

outside of the classroom.  But the school year 

isn’t over yet!  We look forward to our CB 
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CARES picnic on June 10
th

 — watch out for the flier that 

will include the BBQ menu offered by Chartwells.  In 

addition, the K-5 Cougar Assembly will be held on June 

17
th

, and the Sixth -Grade Awards Ceremony will take 

place on June 20
th

.  June is going to be an exciting month! 
 

 Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

y the time you are reading this, our author visit will 
be in the history books (a little library humor); but 

right now, we are in the last-minute stages of planning, and 

are we excited!  Cynthia Lord is a Newberry-honor 

winning author, and she has so many great novels about 

which to talk to the students.  Our kids have spent much 

time preparing for her visit by making cat toys to donate to 

a local Animal Shelter (inspired by the Shelter Pet Squad 

series) and researching her background so they could come 

up with intriguing questions to ask her.   During her visit 

we will inform her that grades 4-6 voted her novel,  

A Handful of Stars, as the winner of the Battle of the 

Books!  And we have a great idea for a gift to present to 

her as a small token of thanks (see her website 

www.cynthialord.com , and check out what she collects!)  

Also, each student will receive a memento from her visit, 

so be on the look-out for that, too!   

Gotta go! Getting ready for the Author visit!  Can’t wait to 

tell you all about it and have some pictures for next 

Cougar Chronicles!  Thank you for the support of the 

PTA for this wonderful event!! 

Happy Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 
 

 

KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

The KIND Club has been busy planting a school wildlife 
garden. We are planting native trees and flowers that 

provide habitat and food sources for birds, insects, and 

other animals. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The KIND Club joined Wyncote Audubon Society and 

Briar Bush Nature Center for a birdwalk to identify 

different kinds of birds on the school grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

— Mary Ryan 

KIND Club Faculty Advisor 

News from the Nurse … 

If you have kept medication in school for your child this 
year, please arrange to have it picked up by you or a 

responsible adult before June 21
st
, or it will be discarded. 

Also, if your child will need medication in school for next 

year, you will need a new prescription/ medication policy 

filled out by a doctor for the 2016-17 school year. The 

medication policy can be found on the Abington School 

District website under Administration and pupil services. 

Just a reminder — medication must be brought to school 

and picked up by an adult. Students may not carry  

             medication. Thank you and have a safe and happy  

             summer! 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
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