
Cougar Chronicles MARCH 2017 

February is over and March is off to a great start. As always, things have been busy for the CB PTA! Master of the Brick Club went 

through the month and finished in early March due to a little snow. The new sessions of Master of the Brick and Book Club are already 

underway. Speaking of snow, we hosted the Second Annual 5K and Fun Run on the frozen tundra (a.k.a. cross country course). We had 

many sponsors, wonderful volunteers and a nice group of runners.  

 

Congratulations to the award winners! Boys Night Out occurred the night before where some the boys walked away with red hair, but, 

all of them definitely burned some calories too! Our Mixed Bags Fundraiser has wrapped up. Thank you for your support!  

 

The 6th graders had a social at Sportszone, they got some exercise and had a lot of fun! Also, the Talent Show took place where 20+ acts 

wowed the crowd with singing, dancing and comedy routines.  

 

Last, but certainly not least, lots of budding scientists and some fantastic experiments were spotted on March 15th as we hosted our first 

annual Science Fair! This was an excellent start to a new CB tradition. We had a wonderful turnout, spectacular judges and a number of 

local organizations in attendance to show our kids what wonderful opportunities they can offer the community.  

 
Upcoming events to know about… 

March 22nd is CB Literature Night at Barnes and Noble in Willow Grove and, new this year, the PTA will be having a fundraiser across the 

parking lot at Panera Bread. After picking out some good books come over and do dinner with us! A percentage of Panera’s proceeds 

come back to PTA in order to run all of our events.  

 

Don’t forget to stay tuned to your email, and our website and Facebook page for more upcoming events! 

 

Interested in being a PTA Board Member? We have several positions open for the 2017-2018 school year. We’d 

love to talk to you, if interested. Just shoot us an email (copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com) or reach out to any 

current Board member. Nominations will continue to be accepted until our next PTA meeting, April 20th. 
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Medication Policy: Medication(s) should be given at home 

before and/or after school. However, when this is not possible the 

parent/guardian must deliver to school prior to the medication  being 

administered during the school day written orders from the doctor with the 

child’s diagnosis and the dosage and frequency for each medication, written 

permission from the parent/guardian to comply with the doctor’ order, 

reason the medication must be taken during school hours, and medication in 

its original container properly labeled by the pharmacy or doctor or the 

over the counter medication in its original container as purchased. 

Please refer to Medication Policy on Abington School District and 

Copper Beech’s website and call the health room with any 

questions. 215-517-2747. Thank you! 
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This year is Marching right along.  We are excited that the cold and 
snowy winter is soon ending and spring is approaching.  We were also excited to see 
everyone during Parent-Teacher Conferences as well as our annual Barnes and Noble 
Literature Night. 

Please remember that Spring Recess is April 13-17.   

The arrival of April also brings us to the PSSA’s.  Students in grades 3 thru 6 will take the 

PSSA’s. During testing weeks, please make sure your child has a good night’s rest and a 

healthy breakfast.   We are confident that everyone will do their BEST on the TEST! 

The Reading Olympics competition is less than two months away, so we 

are reminding our students to keep working towards reading as many 

titles as possible to bring home the Blue ribbon!  The library has plenty 

of copies of the titles, so keep up the great work. 

 

It’s March, so we know what that means: the Tournament Bracket 

competition in the library, Battle of the Books!  The Sweet Sixteen were 

announced the first week of March and the competition will continue with 

the Primary (1-3) and Intermediate (4-6) battles until Round Four determines 

the winner.  See if your prediction comes true and you if can catch a little 

March madness with Books! 

 

We are so excited to report that our Illustrator visit on February 23, Mr. 

Bryan Collier, was a huge success!  He was such an inspiration to 
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From the Principals’ DeskFrom the Principals’ DeskFrom the Principals’ Desk   

MarchMarchMarch   

SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, May 14th is the 

Spring Fair! Enjoy a day of fun and pick up some 

beautiful plants to celebrate Mother’s Day! 

AprilAprilApril   
PSSA—ELA (Grades 3-6)  

PSSA—Mathematics (Grades 3 -6) 

Parent Teacher Conferences (Half Days) 
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K 
indergarteners have been doing a 

lot of partying lately.  For Dr. 

Suess’ birthday, we celebrated by 

enjoying many of this author’s famous stories 

through art projects, read-alouds, and all things 

Seussantional!  We even had a visit from the famous 

Cat in the Hat!!!  

 

When it’s St. Patrick’s Day, we’re all a wee bit Irish.  

Kindergarten enjoyed St. Patty’s Day by wearing 

green,  a tradition that stems from an old Irish 

custom.  

 

1 st graders had an extremely exciting February!  On February 2nd, the 

kids visited the Keswick Theatre and enjoyed the production of Junie 

B. Jones.  Upon our return to Copper Beech we discussed if our 

predictions for Punxsutawney Phil were correct.  Can you believe we're 

more than halfway through the school year?  We celebrated the 100th day 

of school on Friday, February 10th with a variety of reading, writing, and 

math activities. First grade also enjoyed reading stories about famous U.S. 

presidents and courageous African-Americans who have helped to shape our 

country.  In Reading, we began our next theme, Nature. In this theme, 

students will learn to use the correct past and present tense of verbs. They 

will practice reading for meaning. Reading with meaning means that readers 

make connections, use their schema, ask questions, infer and make 

predictions. Readers “talk back” to their book as they stop to use these 

strategies while reading. They will also learn how to infer meaning of words 

by reading words in context. In Math, we began Unit 6. In this unit children 

work toward fluency with addition facts. They also explore telling time and 

solving number stories. We will also practice telling, reading, and displaying 

time on an hour-hand only clock. We look forward to March as we begin 

the month cutting loose with Dr. Seuss! March is also a time to celebrate 

Women's History Month and to look out for that elusive leprechaun!  It's 

sure to be a wee bit o'fun!  

 

2 nd Grade had a great month with lots of fun times and factual 

information.  In science, we learned about balancing and 

weighing.  The students were able to manipulate and calibrate balance 

beams and equal arm balances.  In math, we were learning two and three 

digit addition and subtraction.  The students worked so hard.  We also 

celebrated African American History month, President's Day, and Valentine’s 

Day.  Wow, what a month! 

Looking forward to March, we will be doing 

measurement in math. The students will explore and 

measure objects around the classroom. We will be 

introducing economics in our Social Studies unit. 

Thanks for brining luck to our classes by wearing green 

to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day!  

all is well. 

 

3 
rd grade had a busy and fun February. In 

Communication Arts we learned about cooking 

and discussed our favorite recipes based on 

Cook-A-Doodle Do. We were inspired to think about 

what it is like to dream of having something and then 

how to make it happen by working together by reading My Very Own Room. 

We also wrote fairy tales. 

 

We are currently learning multiple forms of problem solving in math, and In 

our current science unit we are learning about chemicals and doing activities 

that involve interactions and properties of household and other chemicals. 

The children are fascinated by items that they would never expect to be a 

chemical, like toothpaste. 

 

In health, we are learning about nutrition, how it affects our bodies and how 

we feel. This is a great way to discuss how important eating healthy is for all 

of us. 

 

We are looking forward to the upcoming Barnes and Noble night. Some of 

the third grade teachers will be there greeting, reading, and playing games.  

 

 

4 
th graders have had lots of fun with our electricity lessons.  We are 

learning about the parts of a lightbulb, how to make parallel and series 

circuits and switches to turn those circuits on and off, creating 

flashlights, and much more.  Students will end the unit making rooms for 

“houses” that will have working circuits. 

 

In math, we are starting a unit where we will continue to work with 

fractions.  Students will be decomposing fractions to learn how to add and 

subtract fractions with like denominators, finding the fraction of a  

whole, adding and subtracting mixed numbers, and working with angles 

and symmetry.  Don’t forget to continue fact practice and use all of  

 
continued on next page 
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the wonderful resources available like First in Math, Study Island, and 

Compass Learning! 

 

Language Arts lessons include identifying and evaluating the author’s purpose, 

comparing and contrasting, summarizing and sequencing story events.  Please 

continue to pay particular attention to open-ended responses.  Students 

should be answering these questions clearly with use of story details.   

 

We will also be continuing to prepare for the upcoming PSSAs using fiction 

and non-fiction comprehension practice.  Watch for our graphic organizer 

called “ROARS”.  It will assist students in writing a response to text-

dependent questions.  Responding with ROARS is what our CB Cougars do! 

 

In health, students are learning how to be responsible and say “NO!” to drugs 

and alcohol.  We are creating anti-tobacco bumper stickers and reading about 

the effects of tobacco and alcohol use. 

 

In social studies, we will be learning about the French and Indian War, the 

events that led up to the colonies separating from Great Britain, the 

Declaration of Independence, and Pennsylvania’s role in the American 

Revolution.   

 

This weather is making us think about spring, but hang on—don’t let spring 

fever get the best of you!  Remember to show your CB CARES behavior and 

to complete your assignments on time.   

 

5 th Graders are celebrating the onset of Spring and the slowly enveloping 

warm weather which translates to 'outdoor recess'. All of the hard 

work and strategy-learning that students do every day will soon pay off 

as the new state tests are upon us. The test requires students not just to 

know answers, but to explain and justify their thinking and to communicate 

clearly. These are all important academic and life skills, helping us as we 

prepare our students for college and beyond! Following the Math PSSA, 

students will participate in the English Language Arts exams (ELAs) in which 

they must write for various purposes and audiences. They are expected to 

write in three different styles: narrative or story mode, opinion/

argumentative, and informational. 

 

In math, fifth grade students are continuing their study of big 

numbers and fractions and will be starting a unit on algebra. In social 

studies, students are finishing up the American Revolution and moving onto 

a study of the Civil War. We are also looking forward to a grade level trip to 

Fort Mifflin in May. In science, we'll be investigating food chemistry, and testing 

for starches, fats, and proteins. 

  

6 
th grade Is that a light at the end of this winter tunnel? I think so. The 

days are getting a bit longer, the air a little less crisp, and with the 

coming of spring comes our monthly report... In Math we've polygon-ed 

and geometric solid-ed (not really verbs), determined areas and volumes and 

surface areas, and when it was all said and done (Math Unit 5), we used all 

that newfound knowledge to complete our LEGO masterpieces. 

 

In Communication Arts we determined authors' perspectives and purposes, 

compared and contrasted, and fact-and-opinion-ed (Reading Unit 4) 

Shakespeare ain't got nuthin' on us. Oh yeah... the human body is amazing 

(Science Fusion), the Middle Ages were quite grim (S.S. Unit 5), and now 

we're ready for whatever this journey throws at us. Until next time, take care 

of yourselves... and each other.  

Do you have content to submit for this newsletter?  Get in touch with us at copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com 

4th Grade continued  

What PTA Membership does for your CHILD:  

Your PTA spends about $55 per student each year. This funding 

provides many opportunities, such as:  

 Visiting Authors program 

 Publishing Center student authored books (K-2)  

 Scholastic News / Weekly Reader publications 

 Class field trips 

 Playground equipment (balls, games, etc.)  

 Briar Bush Nature Center Education program  

 Educational Assemblies 

 Reading Olympics (grades 4-6)  

 Project DARE (grade 6)  


