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A Message from Our PTA Board 
ust a few things to be aware of as the school year comes to an end … A few of our board members will be 
changing for next year, and we are excited about our newest members joining us.  Please welcome  

Jason Porter and Cathy Richman!  A special thank you goes out to Katie Small and Colleen Rourke, both of 

whom have served on the Board for the past two years.  We greatly appreciate all of the hard work and dedication 

you have given to the PTA Board and organization in general! 

 

Please check out our website (https://copperbeechpta.org ) for new and helpful 

information. New information will be posted on an ongoing basis throughout the next 

couple of months. Here you can find flyers, forms, membership information, events, 

meeting dates, and much more!! Also, consider joining our Facebook page 

(https://facebook.com/groups/CBPTA/) which has frequent announcements about 

upcoming events and various reminders to keep you in the loop.  

 

We wish the sixth graders all the best in the years ahead at the Junior High School. Each of them are more than 

welcome to return and help out in earning service hours for future PTA events and continue to be mentors to our 

CB students.  Lastly, we wish ALL CB families, teachers, and staff a safe and enjoyable summer, and look 

forward to seeing you and planning events in September.    

Sincerely, 

The PTA Board 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance …

As the school year comes to an end, it 

seems very fitting that we are closing 

out our Reading curriculum with the 

theme, I Know A Lot. In Math, we 

continue sharpening our addition and 

subtraction skills, recognizing patterns. The students 

have mastered their time-telling skills using both 

analogue and digital clocks. We continue to work on 

measurement, and students can write numbers in the 

80s through the 90s, up to 100! The children have 

been enjoying an ABC Countdown to summer 

vacation. This month, the kindergarten classes had 

a publishing-center celebration.   The children were 

given the books that were created in the publishing 

center. 
 

The teachers want to thank all the parents that came 

in throughout the school year for parties and/or 

projects. Your presence was truly a gift! 
 

Oh, what a year we have enjoyed 
together!  It’s hard to believe that it 

is time to say goodbye to students 

and their families as we prepare for 

summer vacation.  First grade is 

such a year of growth and change.  

Students have learned much as we’ve 

celebrated birthdays, lost teeth, and 
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become readers, mathematicians, authors,  

and budding scientists.   

 

We shared many experiences together this school 

year; enjoying assemblies, the 100
th

 Day of School, 

holiday parties, and other special events.  In June, our 

first graders completed their Science unit on 

Organisms after creating and maintaining woodland 

and freshwater habitats.  The students learned so 

much from these hands-on experiences.  The BIG 

event, of course, was the Authors’ Celebration Day.  

Children had the opportunity to share their latest ‘best 

seller’ with classmates and family members.  It was 

certainly the highlight of our year of reading and 

writing! 

 

As summer draws near, the first-grade teachers 

encourage you to spend time lavishly on your 

youngsters and read, read, read together.  Keep those 

skills sharp and ready for the next grade.  We extend 

to each family our sincere wishes for a safe, fun 

summer.  See you in September!   
 

 

We are so excited for the 2015-2016 
school year to be wrapping up. This year 

in second grade has been so exciting and 

successful for us here at Copper Beech. 

Over the course of this school year, the 

second graders have worked hard on new Math skills, 

such as making arrays and ball parking. In  

Communication Arts, the students have worked so 

hard on various writing pieces and our weekly 

vocabulary and spelling words. In Science, we 

learned about soils, balancing and weighing and, of 

course, we watched our butterflies grow! In Social 

Studies, we learned about many different important 

events in history and how to be part of a community. 

We would like to thank all of the parents who spent 

their time this past year making everything we do 

inside and outside of the classroom successful. Have a 

safe and happy summer break! 
 

It is so hard to believe that our 
school year has come to an end. 

 

During the last unit of 

Communication Arts, we read an 

excerpt from the classic, Charlotte's Web. The 

children love this story, and it is a wonderful message 

of friendship with which to wrap up our year. They 

also worked on research projects that allowed for 

them to utilize both technology and encyclopedias to 

obtain information. We continue to encourage 

reading.  Some summer ideas involve choosing a 

book as a family; take turns reading; and respond in 

writing, skits, re-write parts of the story etc. Have fun 

with it, so that the children can earn a greater 

appreciation for a great story. 

 

Our final Math units involved using Multiplication 

and Division to solve number stories. We also 

reviewed 2- and 3-dimensional shapes and their 

characteristics. Our end-of-the-year assessment was a 

challenge for some, and a great way to determine our 

practice goals for the summer. Multiplication remains 

number one on the list of goals!!! Practice, please!! 

 

Our Science unit on Seeds and Plants is a favorite. 

They love the process, and the timing is perfect with 

the start of spring. Many of the students have gardens 

at home, so this serves as a preview of what’s to 

come. Enjoy those summer gardens with the kids and 

get them involved. 
 

In Social Studies, we wrapped up discussing our 

country’s economy and how it works. We also read 

about needs vs. wants, along with goods and services. 

The students came up with great ideas for their own 

businesses. 
 

In Health, they were introduced to body systems and 

their impact on how our bodies function. They love 

gross or disgusting topics, so this was a perfect way to 

end our health studies for the year. 
 

We enjoyed a field trip to Graeme Park in 

Warrington, PA. The educational guides led us back 

in time to a simpler way of life and a new 

appreciation for the ease of our lives today. It was a 

fun way to present colonial history. 
 

We want to say thank you to our parents for their 

support throughout the year. We 

appreciated your partnering in the 

educational process, volunteering for 

school/classroom events, sending in treats, 

organizing activities and the list goes on 

and on… 
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We wish you a safe, fun-filled summer with your 

family and friends. 

 

Wow! Can you believe it? Another year 
is almost complete! In a few short days, 

we’ll be saying goodbye until September. 

We wish all of our students the best in 

5th grade. 

 

In Math, we will be finishing unit 8 with lots of 

review lessons. We are also having a First-in -Math 

contest between the students in the top 64. Good luck 

to the participants! 

 

Students completed their country research reports, 

and we are getting ready for presentations and the 

multicultural food celebration on the 14th. We can’t 

wait to see what delicious dishes await us from all 

over the world! 

 

In Social Studies, we finished the year with the Civil 

War and Pennsylvania’s Industrial Revolution. 

Thanks to all of you who were able to make it to 

Pennsbury Manor with us for our field trip. What a 

great experience we had learning about what life was 

like back in William Penn’s day. 

 

A special thank you to the art staff here at CB for 

setting up our Abington Arts Center trips. The 

students had a wonderful time viewing the outdoor 

sculptures and then creating their own masterpieces to 

take home. 

 

We would like to extend one last thank you to our 

homeroom liaisons and parent helpers. The fourth-

grade team appreciates all you’ve done to make the 

year go a little more smoothly! Best wishes to all of 

our 4
th

-grade families. Have a super summer 

vacation! 
 

What a year of accomplishment this 

fifth- grade journey has been! Students 

have been challenged to read longer, 

more demanding texts, perform 

complex math problems, think deeply about 

history and science, write essays, stories, and 

poems, complete sophisticated independent 

projects, and navigate new technology! At the 

beginning of the year, there were probably a few tears 

at the daunting demands of fifth grade, but our 

students have met the challenge, and are ready to 

move up to the esteemed status of sixth graders! 

 

Our last few months have been busy. In Math, we 

have been learning about algebra, solving equations 

with rules, formulas, and variables, constructing 

linear graphs, and learning about Pi. In Social 

Studies, we have learned about the Holocaust through 

historical analysis, first-person accounts, and 

historical fiction. In Language Arts, we have been 

working on the higher-level reading strategy of 

evaluation, as we examine author’s point of view, 

justify judgments, and identify persuasion techniques. 

We have also had fun with words from mythology 

and those with Latin and Greek roots. The 

culminating event of the month was the Million 

Dollar Project of opening an Animal Shelter. 

Our Fifth-Grade Reading Olympics Teams enjoyed 

high marks at the Montgomery County Reading 

Olympics held at Cheltenham High School. Teams 

competed in three rounds, fielding queries about 

multiple books on the list. 

 

The fifth grade would like to thank the PTA for 

supporting the field trip to Fort Mifflin. Students 

learned about the important role that this landmark on 

the Delaware River played during both the 

Revolutionary and Civil Wars. 

 

We would like to express our thanks for all the help 

this year from our room parents. The fifth-grade 

teachers and students appreciate the time you devote 

to helping us out in so many ways. 
 
 

Well, here we are. We saw the light at 
the end of the tunnel, and now we're at 

the end. So now what? Let’s quickly 

reflect… 

   ✓ We’ve read, re-read, written, and re-

written. 

     ✓ We’ve problem-solved and 

calculated and algebra-ized. 

✓ We’ve reviewed studied and prepared 

and performed. 
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We are ready for what the future holds. We might not 

know what that is, but that's what's so exciting about 

journeys — when one comes to an end, another waits 

right around the corner. 

 

So … be your name Buxbaum, Bixby, or Bray, or 

Mordecai Ali Van Allen O'Shea, you're off to great 

places, today is your day, your mountain is waiting, 

so ... get on your way! 

 

Y’all come back and visit us, ya’ hear? 
 

 
From the Desks of 

Our School Principals …  

his has been a very exciting school year!  There 
have been great times, and we have accomplished 

many things this year.  We would like to wish you all 

a very happy, healthy, and safe summer vacation. To 

those of you returning to Copper Beech in the fall, 

please remember that class assignment letters will be 

mailed out in August, and we will see you in 

September!   To our sixth graders and to those not 

returning to Copper Beech, we wish you all the best 

in your future endeavors! 
 

 Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

News from the Nurse … 

If you have kept medication in school for your child 

this year, please arrange to have it picked up by you 

or a responsible adult before June 21
st
, or it will be 

discarded. Also, if your child will need medication in 

school for next year, you will need a new 

prescription/ medication policy filled out by a doctor 

for the 2016-17 school year. The medication policy 

can be found on the Abington School District website 

under Administration and pupil services. Just a 

reminder — medication must be brought to school 

and picked up by an adult. Students may not carry   

medication. Thank you and have a safe and happy 

summer! 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

Many thanks to the PTA for sponsoring our author 
visit on May 17

th
. Cynthia Lord was a big hit!  She 

came to Copper Beech from her home in Maine and 

spoke to our third, fourth 

and fifth-grade students.  

She is the 2007 Newbery 

honor recipient for her 

inaugural book, Rules, just 

one among many other 

prestigious honors she has 

won across the country. 

The students learned so 

much from her 

presentation.  She engaged 

the students and taught 

them much about the writing process and how she 

finds her inspiration to write.  She graciously 

accepted questions from our students. One of Dr. 

Portman’s fifth-grade students, Audrey Scheuren, 

asked her, “How do you 

write such great books 

with deep thoughts, but 

that kids can understand?”  

Her answer was right from 

the heart of a teacher, 

describing how she knows 

children have deep 

thoughts and she tries to 

write what she thinks they 

want to read about.  Her 

Shelter Pet Squad series 

is based on her 

experiences volunteering in a local animal shelter, 

and the third-grade students gained so much insight 

from the shared readings of the titles 

during library class. The students made 

toys for our local cat rescue, Forgotten 

Cats in Willow Grove, from the 

instructions provided as one of the 

features in Shelter Pet Squad – Jelly 
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Bean. Mrs. Ryan, our wonderful fifth-grade teacher 

who sponsors The Kind Club, delivered the toys to 

the shelter for us. This made Cynthia very happy!  

 

Many thanks to our fourth- and fifth-grade teachers 

for reading her novels in class in order to give 

students a better idea of her writing style and a sense 

of insight from her discussions.  Ms. Lord described 

important activities that all students can participate in 

if they want to become writers — Read, Write, Learn 

and Dream.  Before her departure, she signed a 

bookmark to be given to each student that reminds 

them to Dream Big! Please be sure to ask your 

students all about it! 

 

On Wednesday, June 1
st
, our first, second and third-

grade classes were entertained by the wonderful 

children's librarian from Abington Public Library, 

Carolyn DuBois, with the show that she took on the 

road to rave about summer reading! She entertained 

the kids with a Beach Boy’s theme, and everyone got 

on-board (surf board, that is), with the summer 

reading program at our public library! Don't forget to 

get your completed forms to the public library by 

June 17
th

 for summer reading fun and lot of prizes! 

 

We hope you were able to join us for our Summer 

Reading Book Fair at Barnes & Noble on Thursday, 

June 9
th

!  We had some fun activities for the students 

and many pre-ordered titles from our summer reading 

lists and 2017 Reading Olympics lists to keep our 

kids reading over the summer vacation.  If you are 

reading this before June 14
th

 and have not had an 

opportunity to support us, you may do so online at 

www.bn.com/bookfairs and use the Copper Beech 

code, #11871514.  Please tell your family and friends 

and thanks for your support of our library at Copper 

Beech! Have a safe and wonderfully restful summer, 

and we will see you back here in September! 
Happy Summer Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 
 

 

“Once you learn to read,  

you will be forever free.” 

— Frederick Douglas 

KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

The native plant garden started by the KIND Club 

last fall is in bloom this spring. The goal of the garden 

is to demonstrate how native plants offer beauty, easy 

maintenance, and provide food, habitat, and nectar for 

birds, pollinators, and other wildlife. The garden 

earned a special 

recognition as a 

bird and nature-

friendly garden. 

Dr. Leigh 

Altadonna 
presented  

Ms. Viola and 

the KIND Club 

with a Bird 

Town plaque 

from the 

Pennsylvania 

Audubon 

Society. 
 

You may have noticed a hummingbird feeder in the 

garden. This is a demonstration feeder, and 

thankfully, a Copper Beech family, Mrs. Rita 

D’Alessio and her sons, Mario and Angelo, will be 

taking care of the feeder for the summer as a service 

project. 
 

Third graders in 

Library class were 

inspired by Cynthia 

Lord, our Visiting 

Author. Classes read 

books from Lord’s 

Shelter Pets Series 
in Library with Ms. 

Boff and Mrs. 

Cusick, who 

organized a service 

project based 

on the 

instruction in 

Mrs. Lord’s 

book. They created safe, colorful, reusable 

toys for cats. These were donated to 
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Forgotten Cats Spay/Neuter Clinic of Willow Grove; 

Ms. Ryan serves as both a Board Member and the 

Volunteer Coordinator 

at the clinic. The 

kittens and cats went 

crazy over the new 

toys, which will 

provide enrichment 

and skill development 

while these kittens 

wait for their forever 

homes. Thank you, 

Ms. Boff, Mrs. 

Cusick, and third 

graders for a generous 

service project! 
 

Ms. Ryan wishes to 

thank all of the members of KIND Club and their 

families for a great year of learning about and 

practicing kindness toward people, animals, and the 

environment. 

— Mary Ryan 

KIND Club Faculty Advisor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Our Reading Specialists … 

June News — Go Bananas for Books! 

We are excited to report that Copper Beech students 

have read over 2 million minutes for our Reading 

Incentive and reached our goal! Please continue to 

foster the love of literature in your home and watch 

your child collect their reading tags 

Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Mrs. Foley,  

Mrs. Rink, and Mrs. Goldstein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


