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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
elcome back, Copper Beech Families and Happy 2015!   Hopefully, everyone is staying warm! It is hard 

to believe that we are halfway through the school year.  Our first event of the New Year was Movie Night.  

The Lego Movie was a lot of fun, despite the snowy weather!  Thanks to everyone who donated to our food drive; 

remember you can still send in your print cartridges, old cell phones, etc. for our electronics 

recycling program. 

 

We have a lot coming up in the next few months, and the planning is underway for all of it!  

The Publishing Center is back in full swing and the students in grades K-2 have already 

begun to write their stories.  If you are interested in volunteering, please 

let us know, and we will put you to work.  The interviewing of our 

student writers will be underway shortly so, be on the lookout for parent 

helpers in the hallways.  Also, if you are in the PTA office while the Publishing-Center team 

is working, please be respectful of their space and the job they are doing!  

  

Family Game Night is coming up on Feb. 6
th

 at 7 p.m.  Donations are being accepted!   

Please join us for some Bingo Games!  There are lots of prizes to be won! 

 

Get your “dates” ready for a special night!  Girls Night Out is going to be held on Friday, Feb. 20
th

 at Copper 

Beech.  Be sure to get those lovely, little girls ready for a night of fun with someone special.  And, our boys are 

not excluded!  We have a fun night planned for our boys and their special someone on March 20
th

 at Copper 

Beech.   

 

Even though it doesn’t seem like it, spring will be here before we know it!  We have started 

the planning for the Spring Fair on May 16
th

.  We will be looking for lots of volunteers 

for setup, breakdown and assistance the day of the event.  It takes a lot of people to make 

this huge event successful.  

 

Also, please continue to encourage your children to volunteer for Service Hours.  If you haven’t already done so, 

please download the log sheet from the Copper Beech website at http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/info.shtml 
  

 

 

Thank you, 

Christine Strange, PTA President 

Chris_strange@comcast.net 

Courtney Clark, PTA President-Elect 

eclynch@hotmail.com 
 

W 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
This month, we are putting a lid on our 

Reading theme, Food and we’ll soon be 

entering the kingdom of Animals.  While in 

Math, we continue to work on: identifying 

coins (nickel and dime); skip-counting by 2s, 

5s, and 10s; counting forward to 70; 

exploring measuring tools; writing numbers in the 20s, 

30s, and 40s; and graphing. 

 

All of the classes learned about Martin Luther King, Jr. in 

celebration of the slain civil-rights leader’s birthday.  

Children in Mrs. Bowlin’s, Miss Chapple’s and  

Mrs. Nicholson’s classes performed part of Dr. King’s 

famous I Have a Dream speech in sign language at the 

high school on Jan. 19
th
!   

 

As we near our 100
th
 day of school, students have been 

looking forward to creating their own tee shirts — an 

annual tradition that truly commemorates our children’s 

time here in the Big K! 

 

Happy New Year to all our students and 
families! The first-grade teachers are excited 

to get back into the swing of things. In 

Language Arts, we are working on long 

vowel sounds, as well as blends. Our focus is 

on Analyzing Literature and Reading 

Critically. We will continue our work with characters and 

setting and making predictions. We have been completing 

journal writing and writing workshops on descriptive 

writing.  
 

We have just completed unit 4 in Math and are excited to 

begin our work with place value in unit 5. Many of the 

students have been working extra hard to complete their 

number scrolls where they can count up to 1,000. This 

allows the students to master the number grid and look for 

patterns to help them count to higher numbers. Students 

will continue to work on the relationship between greater-

and-less than number values, as well as fact power (the 

ability to recite addition facts with sums from 0-18). 

 

In Science, the second marking period 

introduces us to the unit of Solids and Liquids.  

Students will learn different properties of each 

and will conduct a variety of experiments.  

In Social Studies, we complete a unit on Geography, 

which allows the students to learn about their community, 

state, and continent. 

 

In celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life, the 

first-grade classes shared reading, writing, and pictures 

relating to his life and the message of equality and peace. 

They were excited to attend the school-wide assembly 

honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

The teachers and students would like to 

wish everyone a happy and healthy New 

Year. The following highlights what the 

children are learning in class. 

In Math, the students will continue to 

strengthen their addition and subtraction 

skills. They will learn strategies for solving multiplication 

and division problems. All of these skills can be practiced 

at home by having your child log onto First-in-Math. 

 

The current theme in Language Arts is Better Together. 

They are reading fiction and non-fiction stories about 

people and characters working together. The boys and girls 

are honing their writing skills as they learn to write 

persuasive letters to one another.  

 

The students are also learning how to ‘just say NO’ to 

drugs in Health class. In Social Studies, the boys and girls 

will be learning about the first settlers that came to 

America and the birth of our country. 

 

The teachers are in the process of organizing a trip to 

Morris Arboretum during the month of May. More 

information will follow as it becomes available. 

 
  

Third grade has had a fabulous start to the 
New Year. Many of the children have 

thought about resolutions for the second half 

of our school year. Moving forward, we have 

heard that they want to read more, learn 

facts, and become better writers — all great 

goals to begin the new year. 

 

We just wrapped up our Communication Arts 

Unit 3. This unit contained a variety of passages 

both fiction and non-fiction. We ended the unit 

with a writer's workshop fictional narrative piece 
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that involved a fairy tale character getting lost in the midst 

of the story. This is always fun for the children to work on 

and for the teachers to hear. 

 

We are moving into a new Geography unit of Math. They 

enjoy this unit, since they are somewhat familiar with the 

concepts. They can also make connections between the 

content and real-world experiences. 
 
Our Dr. Martin Luther King celebration was the highlight 

of our month. During the week, we read stories about his 

life, saw videos, did a variety of activities and then had 

our assembly as the culminating event. We are very proud 

of our children, their efforts and those selected for the 

Peace Award. 

 

We appreciate all of our parents and their partnership as 

we continue the rest of our school year!! 

 
Fourth grade fuses the New Year with our 
new unit on Electricity in Science. Students 

will continue to see the importance of 

documenting and making observations, as 

well as investigating inquiries. 

 

In Math, we are summing up our unit on Big Numbers, 

Estimation and Computation and moving into Unit 6. 

Unit 6 focuses on understanding the division operation, 

developing a method for dividing whole numbers, and 

solving division number stories. Unit 6 also emphasizes 

numbers in map coordinate systems and extends informal 

work with rotations and angles. Ongoing practice with 

basic facts at home and in school continues. 

 

Language Arts challenges the students to identify and 

evaluate the author’s purpose through great American 

stories like, My Brother Martin. Students will also learn to 

compare and contrast, summarize and use sequencing. 

Check with your child and please send more pencils and 

supplies if needed. 

 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the 

Pennsylvania colony, William Penn, and the relationship 

he had with the Native Americans in the area. 

Finally, in Health, students are learning about the 

consequences of tobacco, alcohol and drug abuse. 

 

The month of February is a very 

busy time for our fifth graders! We 

are letting our creativity and 

academic excellence shine. 

As you know, February is Black 

History Month. Our reading program will feature stories 

on Civil Rights and the issue of segregation. We will be 

exploring the accomplishments of celebrated African-

Americans throughout American history with the use of 

videos, literature, and class discussion. In addition to 

studying Black History and the Civil Rights Movement, 

our students continue to learn about the American 

Revolution. 
 

Our Reading Olympics teams are reading lots of books 

and have started to practice for our Spring competition. 
 

In Math, we are finishing up unit 6 and preparing for our 

mid-term assessment. In unit 7, we will be covering topics 

such as exponential notation, the order of operations, and 

the addition and subtraction of positive and negative 

numbers. Students should practice these skills. Winter is a 

great time to talk about positive and negative numbers as 

we watch the mercury rise and fall! 
 

We are very excited about our students' participation in the 

new First-in-Math program, which can be accessed at 

home. Students play games, practice skills and problem 

solving, and earn stickers and points toward the Winner's 

Circle and Player of the Day. 
 

In Science, we are having a great time making boats and 

testing the buoyancy of various designs and materials in 

our Floating and Sinking unit. 
 

’Tis a wonderful thing to gaze out upon the 
white hills of (Glenside) in January. It’s just 

when those white hills turn gray and slushy 

that we’re ready for May. 

— Deep Thoughts by Jack Handy 

 

So here's our deal ... We've measured and intersected and 

perpendicular-ized and parallel-ized (not real words) and 

determined angles’ relationships (Math Unit 5), so our 

designs for the new addition to the Guggenheim will no 

doubt be accepted. 

 

We've also concluded and inferred (essentially the same 

thing), determined cause and effect (again) and 

summarized (again)...(Reading Unit 3), so we're clearly on 

par with that Will Shakespeare, and we can actually 

understand what we write in a much more straight-forward 

way. 
 

We've differentiated among the body’s systems 

(Science) and figured out that there is actually a 

small overlap between the respiratory and 

digestive systems right near the throat — so make 

sure to finish eating before talking (or breathing 

through your mouth). 
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And boy, those Greeks and Romans sure were smart 

(Social Studies Unit 2). If only they wouldn’t have spent 

so much time at war with each other or other peoples, 

which eventually led to the fall of their civilizations. We 

might actually be able to enjoy a gladiator match or two. 

 

Until next time, keep your powder and your pants dry, and 

tell that groundhog to stay where he is. 

 
 

 

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

appy New Year! We hope everyone had a very 
relaxing and enjoyable winter break. In recognition of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Copper Beech held a 

whole-school assembly and presented the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Peace Awards. In addition, a group of our 

elementary school students also performed at the district 

assembly held at the Senior High School. 

  

Just as a reminder, Kindergarten registration will be held 

on Feb. 4
th

 and 5
th

.   

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to 

 justice everywhere.” 

Martin Luther King 

 

 

 

 
 

News from the Nurse … 
Physicals and Dental Exams . . . It’s that time of year to 

get physicals and dentals into the health room. The state of 

Pennsylvania requires physical exams for students in 

kindergarten, sixth and eleventh grades. Dental exams are 

required in kindergarten, third and seventh grades. The 

forms are available on Copper Beech’s website and the 

Abington School District website. Thank you to all who 

have turned them in already. 
 

The health room is in need of sweat pants, sizes 6 and 

8. Please think of us as you clean out closets. Thank 

you! 
— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

 

 

“The time is always right  

to do what's right.”  

— Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Our Reading Specialists …  
We are so excited about our Reading incentive, Books 

with Friends, which started in December. Enjoy filling out 

the yellow forms with the title and point counts. Each 

Friday, teachers have been sending in their class totals as 

everyone anticipates the numbers to increase by hundreds 

and even thousands.  
                

This is the perfect season to stay indoors and enjoy books 

together! Reading aloud with older children, as well as 

young tots, can be a great time for talking, relaxing, and 

just being together. 

Here are a few ideas to keep the discussion fun: 

 Encourage your child to think about what is being 

read with questions like, “Do you think that could 

really happen?” or, “Why do you think the 

author included that?” 

 Make connections to the story by asking, “Does 

the character’s reaction remind you of 

anything?” or, “Would you have done anything 

differently?” You could discuss similarities 

between the story and a person or event in your 

child’s life. 

 Inspire critical thinking by asking, “I wonder what 

would happen if……….?” Or, “What is another 

way you would have liked the story to end?” 

 Point out words that are unusual or fun to say.  

 Value your youngster’s comments with 

enthusiasm for his or her creative thinking. Your 

positive reactions are so beneficial. 

 One website to enjoy searching for reading 

recommendations is: http://kidsreads.com/ 
 

We wish you enjoyment and warmth as you snuggle with 

books in 2015!!! 

 

 

The Reading Team 

Nancy Goldstein, Lynne Rink &  

Robin Watts-Campbell 

H 

http://kidsreads.com/

