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A Message from Our PTA Board 
 

et’s hope that Punxsutawney Phil's prediction this year is correct, and that spring will be here sooner rather than 

later. With that mindset, let’s get ready for some upcoming events that will make us think SPRING! Lots of 

participation and help over the next few months will be needed as we get into the busiest season 

for our PTA. 
 

Back by popular demand, the Mixed Bags Fundraiser! Mixed Bags include fabulous eco-friendly 

tote bags, accessories, kitchenware and more. Look for fundraiser packets to come home soon. 

Orders will be due March 15
th

.  
 

We are so excited to be sponsoring our first Run for the Green & Gold! 5K and Fun Run. This 

event is March 12
th

, starting at 9 a.m. at Copper Beech Elementary School and is open to anyone who wants to join in the 

fun; so, invite your extended family and friends to come out! 
 

Boys Night Out is going to be held on Friday, March 18th at Copper Beech. This year’s theme is sports-

related. Boys in grades kindergarten through 6
th
 grade and their special adult guest are invited to wear their 

favorite college or professional-team gear and join in an evening of fun games, crafts and 

music.  
 

On March 21st, the PTA will be hosting the American Red Cross for a Blood Drive, from 1-6 p.m. in the 

café. This year's drive is dedicated in honor of Ally Turner and JUST FIGHT. All CB families, teachers and 

staff are encouraged to participate, if possible. Appointments can be made on-line, www.redcrossblood.org 

using sponsor code: Copper Beech, or by returning paper registrations available via the PTA website. 
 

Planning is well underway for this year’s Spring Fair, which is going to need lots of help to make this event a success. This 

year’s Spring Fair is May 14
th

. We are still in need of a few captains and volunteers for this fabulous day of fun. Please let us 

know if you or your high school student would be interested in assisting for a few hours that day. We need all of our families 

to get involved and make this event a huge success.  
 

Thank you, 
The PTA Board 

 

  

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance 

All of the kindergarten classes celebrated 
the 100

th
 day of kindergarten 

Thursday, Feb. 18
th
! Students 

decorated commemorative tee 

shirts to help mark this elementary-

school milestone and created 

mixtures with 100 items.   
 

Students have officially started writing their own books to 

be produced through the PTA’s Publishing 

Center. And, Valentine’s Day parties were fun!  

Thanks to all of those who helped in supplying  

the treats.  
 

In Math, we are counting to 70 and skip-counting 

by 5s and 10s. We are continuing to graph and 

L 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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measure, while all the while, we are learning to read time 

using both analog and digital clocks. The children have 

been honing their coin recognition, noting the difference in 

value and appearance of the penny, nickel, dime, and 

quarter.  
 
 

We’ve got some great Reading themes this month.  

Animals and Neighborhood will allow the students to 

explore their world around them through the pages of our 

curriculum.   
 

 

February was an extremely exciting month 
with so many special occasions to which 

students have been anticipating. This month, 

we celebrated the 100
th
 day of school with a 

variety of reading, writing, and math 

activities. First grade is reading stories about 

famous African Americans who have helped shape our 

country. Many classes are completing research projects to 

further expand our horizons about the famous leaders of 

our pasts. In Science, we are working on the Solids and 

Liquids unit, where we are completing many interesting 

experiments. The first graders have also been working 

hard on their publishing center stories and look forward to 

seeing their books in the spring! 
 

In Reading, we are beginning our next unit about Nature, 

and we will spend a week reading and writing stories about 

birds. Students will make inferences and focus on main 

ideas and details in each story. We are sure this unit will 

be a rockin' robin good time. In Math, we are working to 

develop our fluency with addition facts and continue to 

solve number stories. Time to the hour will be introduced, 

as well as the Everyday Math's My Reference Book. Each 

day the amount of progress that each child makes is truly 

amazing! 

 

Second grade has been very busy this past 
month with many exciting activities!  In 

Science, students are conducting experiments 

in the unit called Balancing and Weighing.  

Using beams and fulcrums, students have 

compared the weights of objects, and have 

learned how to place objects in serial order from lightest 

to heaviest.  They have used their new knowledge about 

balancing to construct colorful balancing mobiles and to 

understand the importance of equilibrating their equal-arm 

balances before beginning an experiment. 

 

The children are excited about writing their stories 

for the Publishing Center. The students will soon 

carry their completed writing pieces down to the 

Publishing Center! After the books have been typed 

and returned to the authors for illustration, the 

center’s volunteers will bind the books. We are all very 

eager to see the finished products, and we will celebrate 

our accomplishments with an Author’s celebration. 
 

Unit 6 in Math concentrates on two themes, Computation 

and Data Analysis.  We are continuing to examine patterns 

on the number grid, which greatly aids in our mastery of 

computation and readiness for multiplication and division. 

We know the complements of ten and have extended our 

computational skills to the addition of several 1- and 2-

digit numbers and subtraction of 2-digit numbers.  In Unit 

6, we also will collect and represent data using frequency 

tables and bar graphs. 
 

February has been another busy month in 
the third-grade wing. We wrapped up another 

unit in Communication Arts. Many of the 

passages contained subjects to which the 

children could easily relate. This made the 

activities inviting and the conversations about the stories 

exciting. They especially enjoyed Cook-A-Doodle-Do. 

This allowed for sharing of family traditions and recipes. 

The children loved this! 

 

During our Math lessons, we continued to learn new and 

innovative strategies for solving math problems. The 

children are taught that they may use any or all of the 

strategies as they work through their assignments. We all 

learn differently and, therefore, we need to know varied 

ways to arrive at our answers. 

 

In Science, we are moving into our Chemical Testing unit. 

In Health, we are discussing the parts of the body and how 

they work. In Social Studies, we learned about 

immigration and how important it is to recognize the 

contributions made to our country by our grandparents, 

family, and friends who emigrated to the United States 

from other countries. 

 

Thank you for our Valentine’s Day treats and to the parent 

volunteers who helped us celebrate with classroom parties. 

And, as always, the third-grade team wants to thank you 

for your continued support. 

 

Students have had lots of fun with our 
electricity lessons. We are learning about the 

parts of a lightbulb, how to make parallel 

and series circuits and switches to turn those 

circuits on and off, creating flashlights, and 

much more. Students will end the unit making 

rooms for houses that will have working circuits. 
 

In Math, we are starting a unit continuing work 

with Fractions. Students will be decomposing 
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fractions to learn how to add and subtract fractions with 

like denominators, finding the fraction of a whole, adding 

and subtracting mixed numbers, and working with angles 

and symmetry. Don’t forget to continue fact practice and 

use all of the wonderful resources available like First in 

Math, Study Island, and Compass Learning! 
 

Language Arts lessons include identifying and evaluating 

the author’s purpose, comparing and contrasting, 

summarizing and sequencing story events. Please continue 

to pay particular attention to open-ended responses. 

Students should be answering these questions clearly with 

use of story details.  
 

We will also be continuing to prepare for the upcoming 

PSSAs using fiction and non-fiction comprehension 

practice. Watch for our new graphic organizer called 

ROARS. It will assist students in writing a response to 

text-dependent questions. Responding with ROARS is 

what our CB Cougars do! 
 

In Health, students are learning how to be responsible and 

to say “NO!” to drugs and alcohol. We are creating anti-

tobacco bumper stickers and reading about the effects of 

tobacco and alcohol use. 
 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the French and 

Indian War, the events that led up to the colonies 

separating from Great Britain, the Declaration of 

Independence, and Pennsylvania’s role in the American 

Revolution. 
 

 

February is Black History Month. Our 

Reading curriculum features award-winning 

fiction stories and nonfiction articles on 

African-American history and civil rights.  

We will be exploring the accomplishments of 

celebrated African Americans throughout American 

history with the use of videos, literature, and class 

discussion.  We participated in the African American 

Read-In on Feb. 20
th
, during which classes read books by 

African-American authors and about topics relating to 

African-American history and culture. 
 

In Math, in Unit 5, we will be focusing on Fractions — 

doing work with equivalent fractions, adding, subtracting, 

and dividing fractions and mixed numbers. We will be 

playing fun games, such as Three-in-Row Subtraction 

Bingo and Fraction Of Game. 

 

Students are positively buoyant about our current 

Science unit, Floating and Sinking, where they are 

exploring variables, calibrating measuring tools, 

building boats, and learning about nature and 

technology.  In Social Studies, classes are wrapping up 

units on the new American Government and beginning a 

unit on U.S. Expansion and the West. 
 

Our Reading Olympics teams are busy reading the 

extensive book list for this year’s Montgomery County 

Reading Olympics competition to be held on March 30
th
  

at Cheltenham High School. Students have also been 

active in other extracurricular activities, such as Coding 

Club, Guitar Club, and KIND Club. 

 

The fifth grade would like to thank the parents and officers 

of the PTA for bringing the Skydome to Copper Beech. 

Everyone enjoyed learning about the stars, constellations, 

galaxies, and our own sun and moon. 

   
 

“I really can’t stay - Baby it’s cold outside 

I’ve got to go away - Baby it’s cold outside 

This evening has been - Been hoping that 

you’d drop in…So very nice - I'll hold your 

hands, they’re just like ice” 
 

Well, we got our snow for the year. I’m okay with the 

record-setting layers of white stuff we’ve gotten; the 

shovel’s hopefully away until next year. 

 

Here’s a gander at our goings-on... 

 

Reading Unit 4: Enough inferring, concluding, and 

summarizing. We’re onto authors’purpose-ing, fact-and-

opinion-ing, comparing-and-contrasting, and authors’ 

perspective-ing. 

 

Math Unit 5: Area and Volume Explorations … promises 

to be enlightening. 

 

Health: DARE and the 188 ways to just say NO! 

 

Social Studies Unit 3: Onto Africa and the Arab World. 

Gold, salt, ivory, sand, and algebra. Sounds like a party I 

want to be invited to; we may get dehydrated, but man, 

we'll be bling-ed out and smart. 

 

Until next time, take care of yourself...and each other. 
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From the Desks of 
Our School Principals … 

hat a LOVE-ly month February has been!  We 
celebrated the 100

th
 day of school and participated 

in the African-American Read-In on Feb. 19
th
 by reading 

books of various genres and grade levels authored by 

African Americans.  After reading, participants responded 

to the literature with essays, role-plays, drawings, and 

other activities.   
 

The March Conferences are just around the corner — on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (March 21
st
 – 23

rd
).  

We look forward to seeing you at the Parent-Teacher 

Conferences!   

Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

We hope you were able to get to your local public library 
on Feb. 6

th
, National Take Your Child to the Library Day!  

It is important for children to understand the value of their 

free public library.  They should have a library card from a 

young age, and if they apply for a PIN number, they are 

able to have free access to eBooks and audio books to 

download to their devices, right from home!  

Additionally, they can reserve books for pick up at a 

later date, and they can borrow books from any 

library in the county system, so it truly opens up 

advantages that are limitless!   
(Download your library card application at: 

http://www.mclinc.org/Documents/cardApp/2015-06-

17_MCLINCRegistrationForm.pdf). 

  

The preparations for Reading Olympics continue as teams 

work out strategies for the competition.  The recess 

presentations of eBooks and Audio Books are underway.  

In February, we are listening to Hatchet. So spread the 

word — we have room for more participants.  Fourth 

grade attends during their recess on Tuesdays from 11:30 

to 12:00, and fifth and sixth grades attend during their 

recess on Tuesdays, from 12:00 to 12:30. At the end of the 

month, we will begin to present the audio book, Ida B.  

And next month, Bigger than a Breadbox will be read by 

Mrs. Cusick, while the eBook will be projected onto the 

screen for students to follow along.  We are hoping to 

inspire the competitors to finish the books on their own.  

The team coaches and librarians want to offer many 

diverse ways for students to access the books in order that 

they will have a variety of tools to help them to prepare for 

the competition.   
 

Preparations are underway for our BATTLE OF THE 

BOOKS contest in the beginning of March, and we are so 

excited for our students to be introduced to many new and 

classic books.  Students will be able to vote for their 

favorite book after the librarians give a book talk in order 

to determine which book is Copper Beech’s  all around 

favorite read!!  The structure is similar to the March 

Madness basketball bracket competition, and the students 

really love it!   

 

March 2
nd

 is Read Across America, better 

known as Dr. Seuss’ birthday!  Grab a 

book and read to a child, because in the 

words of the doctor, “You're never too 

old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book 

and read to a child!” 

Happy Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 
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From Our Reading Specialists … 
Here are a few keys to asking dynamic questions from 

the CB Reading Team … Questions?  

Questions? Questions!  
After you have read aloud to your child or your 

child reads a story to you, it is important to 

remember to ask one or two good questions. Here are 

some question types to help you add variety to your 

questioning.  These questions can be adapted for use with 

any story.  An example of each question type is based on 

the story Cinderella. 

Generalizing  

1) Questions to encourage students to generalize 

from one story to another.  For example:  Are most 

heroines of fairy tales as kind as Cinderella? Give 

examples to support your answer. 

Detecting Author’s Point of View 

2) Questions to help students detect the author’s 

point of view.  For example:  What is the author’s 

opinion of the stepsisters and what makes you 

think this?  Support your answer with examples 

from the story. 

Predicting Outcomes 

3)  Questions to encourage students to think ahead to 

what may happen in the future.  For example: 

After Cinderella’s beautiful dress changes back to 

rags, what do you think will happen? 

Summarizing 
4) Questions to help students restate the important 

points in their own words.  For example:  How 

might you sum up Cinderella’s feelings when the 

clock struck twelve and she had to leave the ball? 

Each year, distinguished panels recognize the best new 

books for children.  Three of the most prestigious awards 

are given the same day:  The Caldecott Medal, The 

Newberry Medal, and the Coretta Scott King Award. 
 

Listed below are excellent award-winning books to share 

with your children. Remember … ask one or two good 

questions.  
 

 The Caldecott Medal, named for Randolph Caldecott, 

an English illustrator of children’s books, has been 

awarded since 1938 to the artist of the most 

distinguished American picture book 

published in the preceding year.   

1993 - Mirette in the High Wire by Emily A. 

McCully 

 

1999 - Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin 

2011 - A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip Stead 
 

 The Newberry Medal, in honor of John Newberry, an 

eighteenth-century publisher of children’s books, has 

been awarded since 1922 to the author of the most 

distinguished contribution to American children’s 

literature. 

1986 - Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 

2004 - Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
 

 The Coretta Scott King award recognizes African-

American authors and illustrators for outstanding 

contributions to children’s and young adult literature 

that promotes multicultural understanding and 

appreciation.  It has been awarded since 1969. 

2000 - Bud Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
 
(Information obtained from The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists 

5
th

 edition - 2006).  
 

Go Bananas for Books!   Students are 

encouraged to color one banana for 

every twenty minutes read at home.  

Students should continue to submit 

completed forms to their teacher in exchange 

for a tag. We are excited to report that the Copper Beech 

students have read over a million minutes for our Reading 

Incentive.  Many students have earned tags.  Please 

continue to foster the love of literature in your home and 

watch your child collect our reading tags. 

An exciting assembly about the Reading 

Incentive is planned to occur in the next 

few months.  Stay tuned for further 

developments!!! 
 

Abington Free Library … The library is 

celebrating its 50
th

 anniversary on the 13
th
 day of every 

month in 2016.  They are hiding a picture of the 

celebration cake in the children’s department.  When your 

child finds the cake, he/she can visit the children’s 

information desk where he/she will receive a prize. 
   

Doggone Good Reader … Abington Library is 

again offering this popular program. 

Students have an opportunity to read to a 

therapy dog. For students in 1
st
 through 5

th
 

grades, the program runs on 

 Saturday March 5
th

 from 10:15-10:45 

a.m. or from11:00-11:30 a.m.       

 Saturday April 2
nd

 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. 

or 11:00-11:30 a.m. 
 

Sign up by calling 215-855-5180, ext. 28.  
— Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Ms. Goldstein, 

Ms. Rink, and Ms. Foley  
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KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

 

IND Club members enjoyed a presentation by  

Mr. Steve Conway of the Montgomery County 

SPCA and his golden retriever, Faith. Members learned 

about various careers in animal sheltering and how the 

organization promotes adoptions and helps stray, lost, 

surrendered, and abused animals.  

 

The KIND Club has also launched its annual pet-food 

drive to benefit the Montgomery County SPCAs. Dona-

tions can be left at the front office or placed in one of the 

collection boxes in the school. 

 

— Mary Ryan 

KIND Club Faculty Advisor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting Fit In the Gym!  
Beginning Feb. 1

st
, students have been jumping rope 

with single and long ropes during Physical Education 

classes. In addition to 

jumping rope, fifth- 

and sixth-grade 

students also enjoy 

shooting hoops to celebrate Hoops for Heart. If your 

family is fundraising for the American Heart 

Association, donations were due 

Thursday, Feb. 25
th

 to Mr. Marinello. 

 

And don't forget — March begins 

physical fitness testing for students 

in third through sixth grades!  

 

— Mark Marinello 

Copper Beech PE Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K 

Steven Conway, Humane Educator 

of the Montgomery County SPCA,  

with his dog, Faith. 


