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From the Principals’ Desk 

Congratulations to the cast of Peter 
Pan, Jr. for a wonderful performance. 
You were brilliant in all of your 
performances! Thank you also to the 
staff, parents, and community members 
who helped make the production a 
reality. You are proof that it takes 
teamwork to make the dream work! 

Looking forward to February, we 
celebrated the 100th day of school, led by 
our Kindergarten and First Grade 
students. We will also participate in the 
African-American Read-In by reading 
books of various genres and grade levels 
authored by African-Americans. 

Since the January Chronicle, we’ve been busy! The 6th Grade New Year’s 
Dance took place … a great time was had by all celebrating the start of 
2017. We also hosted two Science Fair workshops for those who plan on 
participating. Additionally, a new session of M.O.T.B. (Master of the Brick) 
started. Our CB builders are hard at work with a new themed 
construction each week! We ended the month with Movie Night which was fun and relaxing. 
Attendees came with lawn chairs and blankets, and some even came in PJs, to watch Zootopia! 
Numerous boxes of non-perishables were collected for the local food bank. Finally, in early 
February, the PTA hosted Game Night, which had great attendance and lots of lucky winners. 
Girls Night Out was also a fun and special time for all the CB girls and their guests. 

Upcoming events to know about… 

More clubs will be starting again soon. Keep checking the CB website page “Clubs for Kids!" for 
more information. 

PTA’s second 5K Race/Fun Run is right around the corner! So, get your running shoes on and start 
training! The first 100 registrants get a special prize, AND, new this year, there will be awards for 
the best times!! To register go to www.pretzelcitysports.com. 

There will be much more fun and excitement coming in the next few months. So, stay tuned to 
your email, and our website and Facebook page!! 

Interested in being a PTA Board Member? We have several positions open for the 2017-2018 
school year. We’d love to talk to you, if interested. Just shoot us an email 
(copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com) or reach out to any current Board member. Nominations will 
be accepted during March and April. 

Sincerely, the CB PTA Board 
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Our “Paws to Party” celebration was held on January 18 to 
celebrate the accomplishments of many of our students with 
the Reading Initiative: 20 minutes per day for 60 days in Oc-
tober, November and December. The kids enjoyed a dance 
party, a limbo dance, and a circle game, but more impor-
tantly, a much deserved break from the routine! We plan on 

another celebration, with even more fun and surprises, so keep reading! 

The preparations for Reading Olympics have gotten underway in full 
force at Copper Beech. The teams have been assembled and have begun 
to meet to organize strategies. The library has processed the titles and 
they are ready to fly off our shelves. The recess presentations of eBooks 
and Audio Books will begin in February at recess. The featured titles in-

clude The Fourteenth Goldfish, Fuzzy Mud, and Night on Fire. We are 
hoping to inspire the competitors to finish the books on their own. The team 
coaches and librarians want to offer many ways for students to access the 
books in order that they will have diverse tools to help them to prepare for 
the competition.   

On Feburary 4, 2017, all families had the opportunity to participate in the 6th 
Annual TAKE YOUR CHILD TO THE LIBRARY DAY!!  This important cele-
bration is recognized in the United States and Canada and is intended to raise 
awareness regarding the importance of introducing your child to all of the 
services available to them for FREE at your local library. Commit to applying 
for a Montgomery County Library card for your child, it is a gift that keeps 
on giving!  (Download your library card application at: http://www.mclinc.org/
Documents/cardApp/2015-06-17_MCLINCRegistrationForm.pdf) 

We are so excited about our Illustrator visit on February 23: Mr. Bryan Col-
lier is our 2017 visitor. We also want to remind everyone to save the date 
for the Spring Barnes & Noble Book Fair on Wednesday, March 22!! Thanks 
for all you do for Copper Beech Library! 

Happy Reading, 
Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff, and Ms. Harris 
Your Copper Beech Librarians 

F E B R U A R Y  

M A R C H  

Enjoy these wonderful events and be sure 

to share your pictures  of any CB  

happenings for use in the CB yearbook: 

copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com 
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Mixed Bag Fundraiser Opens! 

Boys 
Night 
Out 

CB  
Science 

Fair 

PTA 
General 
Meeting Lace UP!  

CB 5k  

Saturday,  

March 11!  
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All of the Kindergarten classes celebrated the 100th day of 
Kindergarten on Monday, February 13th! Student’s deco-
rated commemorative T-shirts to help mark this elementary 

school milestone and created mixtures with 100 items J 

Students have officially started writing their own books to be 
produced through the PTA’s Publishing Center. 

In Math, we are recognizing the teen numbers through ten 
frames and using our fingers to show that these numbers are 
made up of a group of ten and some additional ones. We have been 
introduced to the equal (=) and addition (+) symbols and will con-
tinue to explore 2-dimentional shapes.  

We’ve got some great Reading themes this month. Animals and 
Neighborhood will allow the students to explore their world 
around them through the pages of our curriculum.  

Mrs. Bowlin’s class would like to congratulate Augie Anzalone, 
Lexi Cieplinski, Sarah Ju and Patrick Maxwell for having over 
1,000 points in “First In Math!”  Way To Go!!!! 

 K 

 As you know, we have started our third unit in Lan-
guage Arts. We are all looking forward to our Unit 3 
themes:  Being Friends, Friends Around the World, 

Me and My Shadow, Our Families, and Family Time. We will finish 
our unit by introducing triple letter consonant blends. We will 
continue to analyze characters and settings, make predictions, 
and identify the author’s purpose.  Our writing lessons will consist 
of practicing how-to writing and personal narratives. 

 1st 

January brought us to Unit 4 in Math. Unit 4 introduces the  
students to measurement. Measuring length with nonstandard units 
of measurement is always exciting! They are also continuing to in-
crease their “fact power.” Compare how many easy number facts you 
and your child already know! 

The second semester in Science will be Solids and Liquids. Students 
will learn the different properties of solids and liquids. They will 
experiment to see if the solids can roll or stack, as well as study 
hardness and magnetic properties. Liquids will be tested to see if 
they mix well, and if they are fast or slow moving. This is always a 
fun unit that the students look forward to. 

We begin Unit 2 in Social Studies. In this Unit, we learn about 
where we live, using globes and maps, and respecting the Earth. Our 
first graders just love to learn more about how other people live!  

We had a great time celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. and getting 
ready to perform in the assembly. Make sure to ask your child to 
sing the song we practiced! 

February brings us new units in 
Communication Arts and Math! 
We have our field trip to the 
Keswick Theatre to see Junie B. 
Jones. We celebrate Groundhog 
Day, the 100th Day, Valentine’s 
Day and learning about African-
American contributions! It’s an  
exciting month!!  

continued above 

“1st  Grade” continued  



Third grade continues to work hard and have fun 
learning! 

In Communication Arts, we finished a unit and began a new book. 
We are currently reading a passage about our natural resources 
and how important they are to our lives. We also are discussing 
how to protect our resources and how you are never too young to 
put forth effort to do this. 

In Math, we have tested out of unit 4 and moved into unit 5. We 
are exploring fractions and the students are quickly realizing how 
we use fractions in some form every day. They have been chal-
lenged to share how often they see and use fractions at home as 
well. 

In Science, we are moving into our chemical unit. The students en-
joy the hands-on learning aspect of this. They also like to discuss 
their experiences with the various activities. Some take on the 
role of a scientist and are inspired to pursue this interest outside 
of the classroom. There are great camps that focus on similar top-
ics to explore for the summer if your family is willing and able to 
explore the possibility. 

Many of us enjoyed the production of Peter Pan. We had a school 
viewing of part of the show. Many students attended a weekend 
performance and could not say enough about how terrific it was -- 
So proud of our school. 

In February, we are learning about and paying tribute to our Black 
History Month figures through classroom activities and projects 
prepared by our students. We will also celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with classroom parties. 
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Second grade has been very busy this past month 
with many exciting activities! In Science, stu-
dents are conducting experiments in the unit 

called Balancing and Weighing. Using beams and fulcrums, students 
are comparing the weights of objects and learning to place objects 
in serial order from lightest to heaviest. They have used their new 
knowledge about balancing to construct colorful balancing mobiles, 
and understand the importance of calibrating equal-arm balances 
before beginning an experiment. 

In Language Arts, the children completed the theme "Better To-
gether." They have read fiction and nonfiction stories about people 
and characters working together. The boys and girls are honing 
their writing skills as they learn to write persuasive letters. 

In Social Studies, the boys and girls will be learning about the 
first settlers who came to America and the birth of our country. 

In Math, the students are continuing to strengthen their addition 
and subtraction skills with 2-digit numbers when they skip count 
by tens and ones using an open number line or the number grid. 
They are also learning to make change by counting up to a dollar. 

The second grade teachers and their students would like to con-
gratulate the performers and all staff and volunteers involved for 
a magical rendition of Peter Pan. 

During the upcoming month, the 
second graders will begin writing 
their books for the Publishing 
Center.  

 2nd 
 3rd 
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Students have had lots of fun with our electricity les-
sons. We are learning about the parts of a light bulb, 
how to make parallel and series circuits and switches 

to turn those circuits on and off, creating flashlights, and much 
more. Students will end the unit making rooms for “houses” that 
will have working circuits. 

In math, we are starting a unit that continues work with fractions. 
Students will be decomposing fractions to learn how to add and 
subtract fractions with like denominators, finding the fraction of a 
whole, adding and subtracting mixed numbers, and working with an-
gles and symmetry. Don’t forget to continue fact practice and use 
all of the wonderful resources available like First in Math, Study 
Island, and Compass Learning! 

Language Arts lessons include identifying and evaluating the au-
thor’s purpose, comparing and contrasting, summarizing and se-
quencing story events. Please continue to pay particular attention 
to open-ended responses. Students should be answering these 
questions clearly with use of story details. We will also be continu-
ing to prepare for the upcoming PSSA’s using fiction and non-
fiction comprehension practice. Watch for our graphic organizer 
called “ROARS.”  It will assist students in writing a response to 
text-dependent questions. Responding with ROARS is what our CB 
Cougars do! 

In health, students are learning how to be responsible and say 
“NO!” to drugs and alcohol. We are creating anti-tobacco bumper 
stickers and reading about the effects of tobacco and alcohol use. 

In social studies, we will be learning about the French and Indian 
War, the events that led up to the colonies separating from 

Great Britain, the Declaration of Independence, and  
Pennsylvania’s role in the American Revolution. 

 4th 
Our fifth grade Reading Olympics teams are busy 
reading in preparation for this year’s Montgomery 
County Reading Olympics competition. A copy of the 

2017 Elementary Book List can be found at this link: http://
mciu.org/reading-olympics/ 

In Communication Arts, we are writing fiction stories. We are 
reading like writers too, examining how authors create characters 
and make their stories exciting. Vocabulary is increasing, as stu-
dents learn multisyllabic words and Greek and Latin word roots. 
Fact and opinion is not a new skill for 5th graders, but the emphasis 
is on evaluating text for author’s point of view, and how facts are 
used to support opinions. 

In Math, we are deepening our understanding of fractions and de-
veloping strategies for adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 
fractions. Students are encouraged to see patterns and use them 
to solve problems. The relationship between multiplication and divi-
sion are highlighted as students learn various algorithms to solve a 
problem. Ask your child if he or she knows what an algorithm is. 
(Did you know that an algorithm is a set of step-by-step instruc-
tions for doing something, like computation or solving a problem?)  

In Social Studies, we have been learning about civil rights through 
Black History Month. We are also studying the United States after 
the Revolutionary War, and the period of westward expansion and 
immigration. 

In Science, the students have been making a splash with experi-
ments around floating and sinking, studying buoyancy, density,  
and gravity.  

 5th 



 
Looking ahead: just a reminder that Pennsylvania 

School Law requires that all students attending 7th grade next year 
must have the following: 

 Physical Exam by healthcare provider (after July 1st 2016) 
 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis (Tdap) 
 1 dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (McV) 

Please contact your healthcare provider.  
Call the health room with any questions at 215-517-2747. 
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Beware of Cupid. His arrow is drawn! 

We've reached the winter leg of our journey, so 
hopefully Cupid's Valentine's Day preparations warmed our hearts. 

We've inferred and concluded, verb-tensed (not just past, pre-
sent, and future...yes, participles have a place at the table now), 
added suffixes to change part of speech, and we're on to those 
“Silver Pen” narratives. We're sure to make Earnest Hemingway 
proud (Reading Unit 3-4). 

Oh, yea, we've translated into algebraic expressions, solved for X, 
figured out that although -6 is less than 3, its absolute value is ab-
solutely greater (Math Unit 4). 

Wow, the human body (Science Fusion Human Body) is quite a work 
of efficiency and utility (except for that whole useless appendix 
and that pinky toenail that's nearly impossible to clip). 

And, we've run out of time. Yibbity-yibbity...that's all folks! 

 6th 

  Here’s what your PTA Membership does for 
your CHILD : You get a lot for $15.  

Your PTA spends about $55 per student each year. This fund-
ing provides many opportunities, such as:  

Visiting Authors program 

Publishing Center student authored books (K-2)  

Scholastic News / Weekly Reader publications 

Class field trips 

Playground equipment (balls, games, etc)  

Briar Bush Nature Center Education program  

Educational Assemblies 

Reading Olympics (grades 4-6)  

Project DARE (grade 6)  

DO YOU HAVE CONTENT TO SUBMIT FOR THIS NEWSLETTER?  GET IN TOUCH WITH US AT COPPERBEECHELEM.PTA@GMAIL.COM Join Today! 

6th Grade Events 
Coming Up! 

6th Grade Social:  
Sportzone: This Friday, Feb. 24 

6th Grade Talent Show:  
Thursday, March 9 

From The Nurse’s Desk 


