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A Message from Our PTA Board 
 

elieve it or not, winter break is upon us!  The CB PTA has had a very busy and fun-filled fall and anticipates just 

as much excitement and enjoyment during the winter. We have lots of wonderful events planned for the New Year and 

hope that you will make plans to join in the fun. Here are a few of the happenings:  

 

 The first general PTA meeting of 2016 will be Thursday, Jan. 14
th

 at 7 p.m. in the school library. 

 Our Annual Movie Night featuring Inside Out will be Jan. 22
nd

.   

Admission will be a non-perishable food item to donate to our local Abington 

Food Bank! Popcorn will be provided, and pizza and concessions will be 

available for purchase. 

 Mark your calendars to join in the CB Elementary 

Night at the 76ers, Jan. 23
rd

! Philadelphia will be 

playing the Boston Celtics. Group-ticket purchases 

include a welcome on the big screen, a 76ers 

drawstring bag, and access to watch warms-ups up close and personal before the game 

starts!! 

 On Thursday, Jan. 28
th

 is the Sixth-Grade Talent Show. This event will be held at 7 p.m. in the  

CB Multipurpose Room and is sure to be full of fun and filled with school spirit. 

 The Copper Beech Sixth-Grade Snowball Dance will be Jan. 29
th

 at the  

Knights of Columbus Hall. 

 Last, but not least, mark your calendar for another awesome PTA event  

that will take place on Feb. 5
th

 — Family Game Night!  It is always lots of fun for the whole 

family!  

The CB PTA wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season! 

  Thank you, 
The PTA Board 

 

 

  
 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
The holidays easily remind us of the special 

tastes and flavors that come this 

time of year with our most recent 

Reading theme, Food. Stories about 

the origin of various foods and the 

observation of many family food 

traditions were easy to digest. 
 

In Math, we are counting forward to 50, counting 

backward from 15, and reading numbers in the 

teens.  The students are gaining a stronger 

understanding of the concept of greater and less.  

And, we are generating, continuing, and copying 

patterns. 
 

All of our kindergarten classes enjoyed their 

B 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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Winter Celebration in the classroom!  Thanks to all the 

parents who were able to come and revel in the fun right 

along with us. It was a Gingerbread Man extravaganza! 
 

Conferences went well!  Thanks to all of the parents who 

were able to take time out of their day and come in to see 

their child’s teacher.  We’ll see you next year! 
 

Tis the season… to be busy and it has been 

quite!  The holiday season is in full swing, 

and the children are very excited.  Our first 

graders are leaning about holidays around 

the world and noticing how our traditions 

and customs compare and contrast to people from other 

cultures and places.   
 

It was a pleasure to meet with everyone during parent-

teacher conferences to discuss student progress.  Everyone 

is working very diligently to accomplish first-grade 

learning goals.  We are very proud of the hard work and 

effort students are applying to grasp new skills and 

concepts, and we appreciate all of your continued support 

to help ensure success.  We will continue to teach new 

strategies, skills, and concepts that lay the foundation for 

higher level thinking and learning.  Our students are 

enthusiastic learners, and we look forward to their 

continued growth and progress. 
 

Our Barnes and Noble Family Night was a big success! 

Thank you for supporting our school effort to encourage 

reading as a pathway to knowledge.  It was a fun night! 

Currently, in our Treasures Reading Program, we are 

beginning unit 3.  Each weekly theme teaches skills and 

strategies that continue to develop and strengthen overall 

reading and writing skills.  You can log onto the 

Macmillan/McGraw-Hill web site at, 

www.macmillanmh.com for more information and 

interactive games to try at home. 
 

A rigorous new edition of the Everyday Math Program is 

being utilized this year.  First grade is currently working 

our way through unit four.  In this unit, children measure 

lengths using nonstandard units and begin working on 

addition–fact fluency.  

  

In the Social Studies program, we are learning All About 

Earth.  The big idea in this unit is learning about where 

we live and how we are connected to one another.  

Children will also learn about natural resources, 

landforms, and the bigger connection between 

community, state, country, continent, and earth.  

Check out the website at www.macmillnmh.com 

for a complete overview. 

 

Our next Science unit will be Solids and Liquids.  This 

unit provides students the opportunity to observe, to 

describe, and to compare and contrast solids and liquids.  

Students will also learn about objects that sink and float, 

and about solids that are attracted to magnets.  Experi-

ments will be used to help teach the differences and 

similarities. 
 

We thank you for your continued support to help ensure 

student success.  Best wishes to you all for a happy, 

healthy, and restful winter break!  Season’s Greetings!  
 

Second graders have been super busy 

during the month of December!  We are all 

enjoying our new theme in Reading, Better 

Together. All of the stories are about how 

things work better when we pull together. In 

Math, the children have been learning many 

new things. We’ve all enjoyed the various strategies to 

subtract and add. We have also been busy practicing our 

basic facts. 
 

During this month, many of the children have been 

involved with many secret projects! The children are very 

excited about the upcoming holidays. 
 

The second-grade teachers want to wish everyone a happy 

and healthy holiday! 
 

December has been super busy for third 
grade. In Communication Arts, we completed 

another unit that included passages enjoyed 

by the students. The Perfect Pet involved 

choosing a pet perfect for a family. This 

ended with writing a persuasive writing piece. 

Do not be surprised if your children are trying to persuade 

you to add a family pet during the holidays. 
 

In Math, we wrapped up a unit involving multiple 

strategies used to solve multiplication and division 

problems. The children need to now master multiplication 

facts by fourth grade. Exposure to and practice with these 

facts will assist with this goal. 
 

We enjoyed meeting during parent teacher conferences to 

discuss your children. Their educational success is based 

on our partnership and efforts to achieve their goals. Thank 

you for your continued support. The third-grade team 

wants you to enjoy the winter break with your families.  
 

The fourth grade begins the new 

marking period with a unit on 

Electricity in Science. Students will be 

learning about how to properly connect 

a circuit to light a bulb. They will also 
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discuss static and current electricity. Labeling the parts of 

a light bulb leads up to making their own filament that will 

actually light up. We also test various materials for 

conductivity. 

 

In Math, we are continuing our unit on fractions and 

decimals. Students will compare, order, and find 

equivalent fractions, and then begin to make the 

connection between fractions and their decimal 

equivalencies. Please continue with at-home work on basic 

facts. Multiplying multi-digit numbers is easier with a 

solid knowledge of the basics! Remember to use the 

programs that are accessible at home, such as Study 

Island, Compass Learning, and the Everyday Math 

websites for practice and extension activities. 

 

It’s the end of 2015, and perhaps the end of the supplies 

with which the students started the year! Check with your 

child to be sure they are ready with a new batch of pencils 

and pens to start the new year. 

 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the 

Pennsylvania colony after William Penn. Students will 

find out what it was like to live in colonial times. We 

explore jobs, education, farming, and how children 

entertained themselves before technology! 

 

Finally, all of the fourth-grade teachers would like to take 

a moment and thank our families and students for a super 

start to the year. It was wonderful to speak with all of you 

at conferences to discuss student progress. Have a well-

deserved holiday break with your families, and we’ll see 

you all in 2016! 

 

Students have been enjoying the beautiful 

fall weather on the playground. The grounds 

look fabulous with the new improvements for 

safety and drainage. 

 

In the Math program, students are starting Unit 4 Decimal 

Concepts and Coordinate Grids. Students will be learning 

several methods to convert fractions to decimals and will 

add and subtract decimals. They will also learn new 

operations on the scientific calculator. They will continue 

to practice skills and develop strategic thinking through 

games such as Fraction Capture, Hidden Treasure, and a 

new game involving money — Spend and Save. 

 

In Communication Arts, students are starting Unit 

3, Turning Points. They will read a historical 

fiction about children living during the 

Revolutionary War, a biography about women 

getting the right to vote, a fictional story about a girl 

and her grandmother set in the Sudan, a speech by United 

Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, and a science 

fiction story by Chris Van Allsburg, the author of Jumanji. 

In writing workshop, students will be revising their 

persuasive writing essays and starting a fiction story. 
 

In Social Studies, we are learning about the American 

Revolution and the events, battles, and personalities that 

contributed to this epoch-making experiment in 

democracy. 
 

In Science, we will be starting the ever-popular Floating 

and Sinking unit, in which students test the waters to see 

why things float or sink. They will be constructing various 

instruments to measure density and building a variety of 

boats. 
 

The Fifth-Grade Reading Olympics teams are set, and 

everyone is excited to get their team names, design their t-

shirts, and start reading those books! 

 
 

“...Now the Berkshires seemed dream-like 

on account of that frosting … With ten miles 

behind me, and ten thousand more to go...” 
 

Not to speak too soon, but that frosting has 

been nowhere in sight, and I, for one, will 

take it. So, since we’re not busy thawing out or nursing our 

callused shoveling hands, we’ve got some time to fill you 

in on our journey... 
 

We’ve added, subtracted, multiplied, and divided decimals 

to the point where there’s absolute certainty that we could 

make change no matter what the transaction, and we most 

definitely do NOT need any cheap tip calculators — It 

does other things, Dad!!! (Sorry, Seinfeld flashback) ... 

(Math Unit 3). 
 

Oh yea, we've inferred and summarized and generalized, 

all while finally realizing that PLURALS and 

POSSESSIVES are not the same thing. Maybe our next 

holiday card won't have an apostrophe-and-S after the 

family's last name! (Communications Arts Unit 2) 
 

We’re onto the human body and its associated systems. 

Please be aware: sixth graders’ maturity levels must be at 

an all-time high. (Health Fusion) 
 

Oh, and one more thing, ancient Greeks and 

Romans did NOT speak English with British 

accents (Social Studies Unit 2). Soooo, Brad Pitt 

(Troy), Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix 

(Gladiator) and Gerard Butler (300) — you 

better study your history a little better!  
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Until next time, take care of yourself and each other. Oh, 

and maybe someone can explain to me the origin of Kim 

and Kanye’s new child’s name — I'd be thrilled to hear all 

about it! 

 

 

 
 

From the Desks of 
Our School Principals … 

Thank you to all the families that attended the Parent-

Teacher Conferences and our Annual Literature Night at 

Barnes and Noble.  It looks like families really enjoyed 

our theme, Bananas for Books.  The fun will continue in 

the winter months; please remember to encourage your 

children to read, participate in our winter reading 

incentive, and earn tags!  A letter was sent home to explain 

how to participate.  

 

Our new dismissal procedures began on Dec. 22
nd

.  A 

letter was sent home, and it has been posted on our 

website.  Please be patient as we adjust to the new 

procedures and work to further ensure safe supervision 

during dismissal.  

 

Please remember that school is closed from Dec. 24
th

 to 

Jan. 3
rd

.  We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing  

winter break, and we look forward to seeing everyone in 

the new year! 

 Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 
 

 

 

 

 

News from the Nurse … 
Physical and Dental exams . . . It’s that time of year to 

get physical and dental exams into the health room. The 

state of Pennsylvania requires physical exams for students 

in kindergarten, 6
th

, and 11
th

 grades. Dental exams are 

required in kindergarten, 3
rd

, and 7
th

 grades. The forms 

are available on Copper Beech’s website and the Abington 

School District website. Thank you to all who have turned 

them in already. Also, the health room is in need of sweat 

pants in sizes 6 and 8. Please think of us as you 

clean out your closets at the end of the year. Thank 

you! 
— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

We thoroughly enjoyed Copper Beech’s Literature Night 
at Barnes & Noble on Dec.16

th
. This wonderful 

community event offered plenty of fun, including games, 

music and shopping for books, teachers reading favorite 

titles and wrapping the treasures as we continue to 

encourage our students to Go Bananas for Books! We are 

so grateful to all who participated in this wonderful event, 

sharing their time, talent and love of books. 

 

Continuing in the month of January, our upper grades will 

be in the process of preparing for the March Reading 

Olympics competition. Mrs. Hagan, fourth-grade teacher, 

is coordinating again this year, and we are so grateful for 

her time and effort! The Copper Beech library has many 

titles ready to fly off our shelves and, in addition to our 

printed books, we will be featuring the eBooks and Audio 

Books that are part of our collection. We want to offer 

many ways for students to access the books in order that 

they will have diverse tools to help them to prepare for the 

competition. Reading Olympics is a county-wide program 

designed to promote and encourage reading. Our 4
th
-, 5

th
- 

and 6
th
-grade students will compete against other 

elementary school students in Montgomery County at a 

special Olympic night in the spring. They are required to 

read eight of the 45 titles in order to help the team in the 

competition. This is a wonderful way for book lovers to 

get together to share their love of reading with other 

students, as well as strengthen their reading skills. 
 

We would like to take the time to thank our parent 

volunteers and to wish everyone a happy holiday season 

and a very healthy New Year! 

Happy Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 

 
 
 

“I think of life as a good  
book. The further you get  
into it, the more it begins  
to make sense.” 
— Harold Kushner 
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From Our Reading Specialists … 
 

Read Aloud to Your Children … Parents should continue 

to read aloud to their children.  Reading aloud improves 

vocabulary development.  Jim 

Trelease stated, “The text you 

meet in good children’s literature 

(like The Tale of Peter Rabbit by 

Beatrix Potter) is three times 

more sophisticated than a normal 

conversation with a child.”  

Reading aloud will help children 

to improve their reading and 

writing comprehension.   

 

Go Bananas for Books!  Students were encouraged to 

color one banana for every 20 minutes read at 

home.  Students submitted the completed 

form to their teacher in exchange for a tag. 

We are excited to report that the Copper 

Beech students have read 770,720 minutes 

for our new Reading Incentive.  Many students 

have earned tags.  Please continue to foster the love of 
literature in your home and watch your child collect our 

reading tags.  

 

Enjoy Friday-Night Story Time with the Storybook Fairy 

at Barnes & Noble in Willow Grove! This free event 

allows children to listen to the storybook 

fairy and complete a craft. 

Friday, January 1
st
, 8

th
, 15

th
, 22

nd
, and 

29
th 

Time: 7:00pm 

Remember, to check out Abington Library’s website for 

both you and your children for free events and activities — 

www.abingtonfreelibrary.org.  

 

— Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Ms. Goldstein,  

Ms. Rink, and Ms. Foley  
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