
Cougar Chronicles  December 2016 

From the Principals’ Desk 
The CB PTA would like to thank all of the parents and students who 
participated in our Fall Clothing Drive, Book Fair, Hoagie Night and the 
Pancake Breakfast! They say that times flies when you are having fun, and 
the school year is certainly flying by! 

The only club that is currently running is the Book Club, but the others will be starting up after 
winter break. Did you know that the CB PTA is hoping to start a new club this winter? It is geared 
towards card traders! However, we need a couple of volunteers to make this great idea a reality! 
If you would like to help, email us at copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com. You can find 
information and registration for all PTA clubs via the "Clubs for Kids!" page on the PTA website. 

Please keep an eye on the district calendar and our website (www.copperbeechpta.org) for 
upcoming PTA events. Information is also circulated through our Copper Beech PTA Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/groups/CBPTA/. 

Our next general PTA meeting of the year will be held in the library on Thursday, January 12th at 
7pm. Please join us! Also, be sure to mark January 20th on your calendar: it’s PTA Movie Night. 
This is a free event and includes popcorn, with pizza and other concessions available for sale. All 
we ask is attendees provide a non-perishable food donation for our annual Food Drive.  

Thank you to all who have renewed their PTA memberships. If you have not renewed your 
membership yet, there is still time! Just log on to our website at: https://copperbeechpta.org/
parents/pta-resources-for-parents/ and take care of it online. We appreciate it! 

Happy Holidays to all: we hope that everyone has a wonderful and safe break! 

Sincerely, the CB PTA Board 

The Beech Shack is open for business! 
Led by our Cougar Kids, the Beech 
Shack is open on Fridays during 
recess periods. Students may 
purchase various items, ranging from 
10¢ to $1.00: pencils, erasers, 
sharpeners, notepads, stampers, and 
folders. 

Please remember that school is 
closed from December 26th through 
January 2nd. We hope everyone has a 
safe and relaxing winter break, and 
we look forward to seeing everyone 
in the new year! 
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Welcome to December! In the library, we are working on 
introducing the Hour of Code to third grade and continuing to 
delve deeper for more critical understanding of computer 
programming with our 4th through 6th grade classes. 

Approximately 1,000,000 jobs in the US are going unfilled 
because our workers do not have enough knowledge of computer pro-
gramming. So along with President Obama and Malala Yousefsai, Copper 
Beech teachers and librarians dedicated some time to coding during 
Computer Science Week, December 5th through the 11th. This initiative 
is growing and many new coding tutorials and programming tools have 
been added since its humble beginnings in 2013. We don’t want the chil-

dren to stop there: have your students visit www.code.org and let the learn-
ing continue! 

We continue to encourage the students with the “Paws” for Reading initia-
tive, which started on October 1st. Parents should have received each child’s 
calendar with paws for December. The children are doing a wonderful job 
and earning those tags. Don’t forget to return the calendars to be eligible for 
the party in January! 

Thank you to the PTA for another successful Book Fair at Copper Beech, 
held during National Education Week! The children enjoyed seeing and hear-
ing about all of the new books, and Mrs. Cusick was pleased to meet some of 
the families in attendance at Family Night on November 18th. 

Looking forward, we are having our author/illustrator visit on February 23, 
2017, and we are beginning to introduce the students to the many wonderful 
books that Mr. Bryan Collier has illustrated during his impressive career. 
More information on that event will be coming in January. We would like to 
wish all of our families a restful holiday break and all the best in 2017!! 

Happy Reading, 
Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 
Your Copper Beech Librarians 

D E C E M B E R  

J A N U A R Y  

Enjoy these wonderful events and be sure 

to share your pictures  of any CB  

happenings for use in the CB yearbook: 

copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com 
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In Reading, our theme is Transportation. We will be enjoy-
ing stories about different ways to travel. 

In Math we will count forward to 50, count back from 10, read 
numbers 1 – 19, recognize shapes — triangle, square, circle, and 
rectangle — create and answer simple addition stories, perform 
graphing, and making connections between written numbers and 
what they stand for.  

We enjoyed our American Education Visitation with the parents.  
Thanks for coming! 

Congratulations to Mrs. Bowlin’s class for winning the “First In 
Math” trophy in October.  

 K 

Our first graders have been truly wonder-fall learners! 
We have enjoyed various Reading themes, including 
Helping Out, and Where Animals Live. The students 

learned how to summarize and retell stories; differentiate short-
vowel sounds; identify common and proper nouns; and write their 
own "how-to" stories. Some classes even wrote about how to cook 
a turkey for Thanksgiving!  

In Math, we completed Unit 3. In this unit, the children continued 
to use addition and subtraction to model and solve number sto-
ries. They also connected counting to addition and subtraction as 
well as solving frames and arrows problems.  

The first-grade teachers would like to thank all of our parents 
for the great National Education Week turnout! The students en-
joyed having their parents with them as they participated in ac-
tivities such as Main Idea Surgery, a STEM challenge of building 
a Thanksgiving dinner table to hold dinner, as well as reading and 

 1st 

writing workshop activities. Students and their families created a 
turkey in disguise.  

It is hard to believe that the New Year is upon us! We appreciate 
meeting with parents in December at our report card conferences. 
It is a great pleasure to share your child's progress with you.  

December brings us to our third unit in Communication Arts. What a 
great time of year to celebrate this unit's themes: Being Friends, 
Kids Around the World, Our Families, and Family Time. Skills for 
this unit center on making predictions, comparing and contrasting; 
and identifying the main idea, along with supporting details. The 
students in first grade are sharing holiday stories from around the 
world, as well as family traditions. Our math lessons are all about 
measurement. We will measure and compare lengths using non-
standard and standard units. We will also practice basic addition 
facts. We hope you enjoy the secret projects our children have 
been working on. 

They are so excited about the holidays! With that said, the first 
grade teachers hope every family enjoys a safe, happy and healthy 
holiday season! We look forward to continued fun and success in 
2017! 

continued above 

“1st  Grade” continued  

 

Each year, the Pennsylvania Department of Health requests 
school nurses to conduct height and weight measurements 
and to calculate Body Mass Indices (BMI) for students in 

grades kindergarten through 12th. After the students are screened, 
letters are mailed home informing parents of the results, along with 
recommendations to share this information with their health care 
providers. If you have any questions please contact the health room at 
(215) 517-2747. 

From The Nurse’s Desk 



Third Grade was busy in November. 

In Communication Arts we completed another unit. 
The stories were of great interest to many of the children. We 
discussed the planets while reading "The Planets in our Solar Sys-
tem." Some of us had some star gazing homework. Each night sky 
was different and amazing as many noted in their observations. We 
also read a story about writing and the process involved in writing a 
book. This passage was called "A True Story" and the children 
could not believe how many times the author had been rejected by 
a publisher. That did not matter and the author finally became 
published -- another great lesson in perseverance! 

In Math we were busy learning multiple strategies for solving prob-
lems. The most important message relative to these lessons is that 
being familiar with different ways to solve a problem gives us the 
ability to use a method that works for us. Find what works for you 
and use it! 

In Science we are wrapping up our Rock and Mineral unit. We have 
done many observations and activities involving this unit and the 
children have a new understanding of rocks and minerals: they are 
literally all around us and they were fascinated with that fact. 

We enjoyed our December conferences and the wonderful oppor-
tunities to discuss your children and collaborate regarding their 
progress. 

During the week leading up to our holiday break, many classes will 
host a winter celebration. Teachers will touch base with further 
details. 
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Our year is flying by in Second Grade! With  
winter break rapidly approaching, the second grad-
ers have become accustomed to the routines of 

our classrooms, and there is lots of learning and growing going on! 

Right now, we are in the midst of Unit 2 in Communication Arts, 
which is filled with stories about growth and change. In addition, 
the students are wrapping up their second writing workshop of the 
year which is a How-To story. Whether you need advice on making 
a PB&J sandwich, building a snowman, or anything in between, our 
stories can tell you all of the steps you will need to complete! 

In Math, we recently began Unit 4, which focuses on telling time 
and understanding place value. In addition, lots of students have 
been practicing their facts on “First in Math” in hopes of earning 
the Player of the Day badge. Keep up the great work! 

Finally, the Second Graders have wrapped up their Science, Social 
Studies, and Health studies in Marking Period 1, so we are ready to 
delve into Marking Period 2. Social Studies lessons will focus on 
learning about the history of America, and our Science unit will be 
about balancing and weighing. We can't wait for all of the hands-on 
experiments and activities! 

 2nd  3rd 
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Fourth Grade is finishing up the science theme Eco-
systems. Watch for final assessment information to 
come home. Classes will then talk about the effects of 

pollution on an ecosystem. Mock pollution scenarios will include the 
consequences of using rock salt and chemical fertilizers, as well as 
the dangers of acid rain. 

Continue drilling and practice with multiplication and division facts 
at home. The upcoming unit will cover fractions in the following 
ways: equal sharing, equivalence, and comparing and ordering. We 
will also cover decimals to the hundredths place and metric meas-
urements. 

In social studies, we will be starting a new chapter in PA history. 
This includes learning about William Penn, the Quakers, PA’s early 
government, Native American/colonist relationships, and immigra-
tion in colonial PA. 

Thank you to our families who visited our classrooms for 
American Education Week. We hope you enjoyed seeing your 
students at work and saw why CB is such a great place to be! 

Read, read, read! If you want to become a better athlete, 
what do you do? Practice!  If you want to become a better 
reader, what should you do? PRACTICE, of course!  

Come and see our book reports and PA maps adorning the 
hallways. Our teachers and students are proud of the work 
and effort. 

Finally, we are thankful at this time of the year for our students 
and the families who support our efforts here in 4th grade. Have 

a wonderful holiday season! 

 4th 

continued next page 

Our fifth graders have been working hard to  
develop strong study skills and work habits. At the 
end of the first marking period, students are adjust-

ing to new responsibilities and more advanced topics of learning. 
They are reading, writing, and discussing important and interesting 
topics.  

The fifth grade teachers would like to thank all the parents for 
their involvement and support and for making parent conferences 
productive and meaningful. We are truly partners in our students’ 
education.  

In the Math program, students are starting Unit 4: Decimal Con-
cepts and Coordinate Grids. Students will be learning several meth-
ods to convert fractions to decimals and will add and subtract deci-
mals. They will also learn new operations on the scientific calcula-
tor. They will continue to practice skills and develop strategic 
thinking through games such as Fraction Capture, Hidden Treasure, 

and a new game involving money: Spend and 
Save.  

In Communication Arts, students are starting 
Unit 3: Turning Points. They will read a histori-
cal fiction story about children living during the 
Revolutionary War, a biography about women 
getting the right to vote, a fiction story about a 
girl and her grandmother set in the Sudan, a 
speech by United Nations Secretary General 

Kofi Annan, and a science fiction story by Chris Van Allsburg, the 
author of Jumanji. In writing workshop, students will be revising 
their persuasive essays and starting a fiction story. 

 5th 
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Well, the frost is on the pumpkin, and the hay is in 
the barn … and the walking man walks. 
—James Taylor, “Walking Man” 

So, we’ve made it to the one-third mark of our journey, and we fig-
ured we’d check in … 

We’ve added, subtracted, multiplied, and divided decimals (Math 
Unit 3), so there’s absolutely no way that we’ll ever make any er-
rors in our bank ledgers and accidentally overdraw (or we could 
just have our computers do that for us anyway). 

We’ve inferred, generalized, summarized, pluralized, and posses-
sive-ized (not a real word…Reading Unit 2), so now there is abso-
lutely no way we’ll ever make any errors on our holiday cards (Ex. 
Happy Holidays – Love, The Prices, not Price’s or Prices’). 

We’ve determined that those Greeks and Romans seemed to be on 
to something with this whole people-involved-in-their-own-
government thing, not to mention their beautiful stadiums, works 
of art, and mathematical/scientific developments (Social Studies 
Unit 2).  

We’ve also realized that a drop in the deer population will abso-
lutely affect the wolf population, making for a pretty rough winter 
for lots of creatures of the environment (Science Fusion – Envi-
ronment and Ecology). 

So, we’ll check in again soon. Bundle up all you walkin’ men and 
women. And remember, take care of yourselves – and each other. 

 6th 

  Here’s what your PTA Membership does for 
your CHILD : You get a lot for $15.  

Your PTA spends about $55 per student each year. This fund-
ing provides many opportunities, such as:  

Visiting Authors program 

Publishing Center student authored books (K-2)  

Scholastic News / Weekly Reader publications 

Class field trips 

Playground equipment (balls, games, etc)  

Briar Bush Nature Center Education program  

Educational Assemblies 

Reading Olympics (grades 4-6)  

Project DARE (grade 6)  

“5th Grade” continued  
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In Social Studies, we are learning about the American Revolu-
tion and the events, battles, and personalities that contrib-
uted to this epoch making experiment in democracy.  

In Science, we will be starting the ever popular Floating and 
Sinking unit, in which students test the waters to see why 
things float or sink. They will be constructing various instru-
ments to measure density and building a variety of boats. 

The Fifth Grade Reading Olympics teams are set and everyone 
is excited to get a team name, design the T-shirts, and start 
reading those books! 


