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A MA MA MA Message from Our PTA President & Presidentessage from Our PTA President & Presidentessage from Our PTA President & Presidentessage from Our PTA President & President----ElectElectElectElect    
t’s hard to believe that Winter Break come and gone!  It has be a very busy and fun-filled fall for our PTA and its 
wonderful volunteers.  There were some great events, and we hope that you were able to attend! A huge THANK YOU to 

those folks that have helped to make our recent and brand new fundraisers and happenings a huge 

success, especially, the coordinators: Cristy Peltzer and Kristin Wertz, who led our Mixed Bag and 

Yankee Candle fundraiser — this was a big undertaking for the inaugural year; Melissa Keller for her 

work with the Square One Art fundraiser; Natalie Franklin for her work with Fall Fest; Dottie 

Coccimiglio for Pizza Night; Danie Greenbaum for her final Goodies with Guests — thank you for all 

your years of coordinating such a special event; the Fall Clothing Drive, run by Danie Greenbaum 

and Tina O’Neill is always a favorite for our families; Betsey Krol,  who coordinated Hoagie Night; 

and Andrea Judge, Cristy Peltzer, Colleen Rourke, Connie Whiting and BethAnn Williams who ran a record-breaking 

Book Fair complete with incredible decorations by Nancy Reazor!   Finally a special thanks to Sue Wasekanes for 

coordinating the Sixth- Grade Pancake Breakfast, along with Tricia Bakley, Pricilla Patterson, 

Mary Ann McDonough, Jen Riccardi and Nikki Mancini. 

 

The PTA will be holding our Annual Movie Night featuring, The Lego Movie on Jan. 23
rd

.  

Admission will be a non-perishable food item to donate to our local Abington Food 

Bank!  Last year, we donated over 500 lbs.! Let’s keep it up! 

Mark your calendar for another awesome PTA event that will take place on Feb. 6
th

 — Family Game 

Night!  It is always lots of fun for the whole family! We have lots of wonderful events planned for the New 

Year, so be on the lookout!  Spring-Fair planning will kick off early, and we have Girls Night Out and Boys 

Night Out around the corner!   
 

We hope to see you at our first meeting of 2015, CB Library on Jan. 8
th

 at 7 p.m.! Hope you’ve had a magnificent holiday 

season! 

Thank you, 

Christine Strange, President 

Courtney Clark, President-Elect 

 
 

Copper Beech Classes at a GlanceCopper Beech Classes at a GlanceCopper Beech Classes at a GlanceCopper Beech Classes at a Glance
The holidays easily remind us of the special 
tastes and flavors that come this 

time of year with our most recent 

Reading theme, Food. Stories 

about the origin of various foods 

and the observation of many 

family food traditions were easy to digest. 

In Math, we are counting forward to 50, counting 

backward from 15, and reading numbers in the 

teens.  The students are gaining a stronger 

understanding of the concept of greater and less.  

And, we are generating, continuing, and copying 

patterns. 
 

I

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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All of our kindergarten classes enjoyed their Winter 

Celebration in the classroom!  Thanks to all the parents 

who were able to come and revel in the fun right along 

with us!! 

 

The students enjoyed their field trip to the Franklin 

Institute, featuring Sesame Street’s, All About the Body.  

 

Remember to Like Us ... Mrs. Bowlin, Ms. Chapple and 

Mrs. Nicholson’s classes were featured on Copper 

Beech’s Facebook page. How sweet is that?  

 

Two, four, six, eight, first grade is really 
great!  It was a pleasure to meet with 

everyone during scheduled conferences to 

discuss the academic and social growth of 

your child.  We are very proud of student 

progress, are looking forward to continued 

success, and we thank you for your continued support.  

 

Currently in the curriculum, we are beginning unit three in 

the Treasures Reading Program.  The theme is, Let’s 

Connect!  Throughout the unit we will continue to focus 

on concepts and strategies that strengthen and develop 

phonics, reading fluency, comprehension, grammar, 

writing, and overall English language-arts skills.  Continue 

to read to and with your child as much as possible. It helps 

develops confidence and fluency, plus it provides some 

good snuggle time. ☺ 

 

In our Everyday Math Program, we are working our way 

through unit 4, Measurement and Basic Facts.  This unit 

has three main areas of focus: to measure and compare 

lengths using nonstandard and standard units of measure; 

to review telling time on the hour, half-hour, and quarter-

hour, and; to introduce and practice addition facts.  The 

Everyday Math Program provides ongoing practice of 

previously learned skills and concepts and provides 

practice through games. Visit www.everydaymathonline.com 

to look at an overview of the program and to play some 

fun math games! 

 

Social Studies helps children learn about the bigger world.  

In our All Together Social Studies Program, we are 

currently studying Geography. Our focus is learning All 

about Earth.  Students will learn about communities from 

city to farm, how people change the earth, what 

earth is made up of, the four seasons, recycling, 

and also about the connection among community, 

state, country, continent, and planet earth.  Log 

onto www.macmillanmh.com and click on unit 2 

for more details. In Science, students will learn 

about Solids and Liquids, while in Health, students will 

learn about Healthful Living. 

 

December is a special time of year, and our students will 

have another opportunity to learn about multiculturalism 

by learning about how people from different cultures in 

our country and from around the world celebrate the 

holidays. First grade provides lots of learning and 

activities.  It is snow much fun!   

 

Second graders have been super busy 
during the month of December! We are all 

enjoying our new theme in Reading, Better 

Together. All of the stories are about how 

things work better when we pull together. In 

Math, the children have been learning many 

new things. We’ve all enjoyed exploring the many 

different ways we can add two-digit numbers. We have 

also been busy practicing our basic facts. 

 

During this month, many of the children have been 

involved with secret projects! The children have been very 

excited about the holidays, and the second-grade teachers 

hope everyone enjoyed a happy and healthy holiday! 

 

We appreciated all of the effort and support 
of our parents as exhibited during 

conferences. If there is a true partnership, 

there is true success. Children are in our 

classrooms for approximately 6.5 hours per 

day. We do all that we can to educate, 

engage, enrich, and inspire. What you do at home is 

equally as important to what happens throughout the day. 

Please read, read, and read with your children and 

encourage their responding to literature both verbally and 

in writing. 

 

It was so fun to see many of you come out to Barnes and 

Noble night — such a great way to share a love of books!! 

We wish all of our third-grade families and happy, healthy, 

holiday season! 
 

Fourth grade begins the new marking period 
with a unit on Electricity in Science. Students 

will be learning about how to properly 

connect a circuit to light a bulb. They will 

also discuss static and current electricity. 

Labeling the parts of a light bulb leads to 

making a filament that actually lights. We also 

test various materials for conductivity. 

 

In Math, we are beginning our unit on Big 
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Numbers, Estimation and Computation. Please continue 

work with basic facts. Multiplying multi-digit numbers is 

easier with a solid knowledge of the basics! Remember to 

use the programs that are accessible at home, such as Study 

Island, Compass Learning, and the Everyday Math 

websites for practice and extension activities. 

 

It’s the end of 2014, and perhaps the end of the school 

supplies with which students started the year! Check with 

your child to be sure they are ready with a new batch of 

pencils and pens to start the new year off right. 

 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the 

Pennsylvania colony, William Penn, and the relationship 

he had with the Native Americans in the area. 

 

Finally, all of the fourth-grade teachers would like to take 

a moment and thank our families and students for a super 

start to the year. It was wonderful to speak with all of you 

at conferences to discuss student progress. We hope all of 

our families have had a well-deserved holiday break! 

 

The fifth-grade teachers would like to thank 
all the parents for their involvement and 

support and for making parent conferences 

productive and meaningful.  We are truly 

partners in our students’ education.   

 

In the Math program, students are starting Unit 5, 

Fractions, Decimals, and Percents. Students will be 

learning several methods to convert fractions to decimals. 

They will also learn new operations on the scientific 

calculator. They will learn a new game which has several 

versions — Frac-Tac-Toe.  This game can be played with 

paper and pencil, and a fun version for one or two players 

can be found on the Every Day Math website: 

www.everydaymathonline.com. 

 

In Communications Arts, students are starting Unit 3, 

Turning Points. They will read a variety of material, 

including: a historical fiction about children living during 

the Revolutionary War, a biography about women getting 

the right to vote, a fictional story about a girl and her 

grandmother set in the Sudan, a speech by United Nations 

Secretary General Kofi Annan, and a science-fiction story 

by Chris Van Allsburg, the author of Jumanji.  In writing 

workshop, students will be revising their persuasive 

writing essays and starting a fiction story. 

 

In Social Studies, we are learning about the 

American Revolution and the events, battles, and 

personalities that contributed to this epoch-making 

experiment in democracy.  

 

In Science, we will be starting the ever popular Floating 

and Sinking unit, in which students test the waters to see 

why things float or sink.  They will be constructing  

various instruments to measure density and building a 

variety of boats.  
 

Didn't we just check in with each other? 
Well, this report will be short; we've got 

plenty of scrounging to do before the cold 

sets in, and it's time for hibernating. 

 

We've been fattening up on fractions-

decimals-percents (Math, Unit 4). One student ate 1/2 a 

pizza; another ate 50%; another ate 4/8. They all ate the 

same amount — how's that?! 
 

But despite all the gorging on Math, we've been burning 

calories on story structure, conclusions, cause-and-effect, 

and verbs of all kinds (Communications Arts, Unit 3). 

Looks like we'll have to continue eating... 
 

This brings us to Nutrition (Health). Man, those avocados, 

lean meats, beans, nuts, and whole grains have sure helped 

us pack on the weight (but a good weight). With all that 

and plenty of water, we should be good for the remainder 

of the winter (though we may be getting up in the middle 

of the night every now and then ;). 
 

Don't talk to us until we get our winter rest. Until next 

time, take care of yourself...and each other. 
 

 

 

 

 
    

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

hank you to all the families that attended the Parent-

Teacher Conferences and our Annual Literature 

Night at Barnes and Noble.  It looks like families 

really enjoyed our theme, Books with Friends.  It was great 

to see a human Scrabble® board in action! The fun will 

continue in the winter months; please remember to 

encourage your children to read and participate in our 

winter reading incentive, Books with Friends.  A letter 

was sent home to explain how to participate.  

 

We hope everyone had a safe and relaxing 

winter break, and is looking forward to a great 

new year.   

  

T
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SSSStephanie Violatephanie Violatephanie Violatephanie Viola       
Marie Salle KimMarie Salle KimMarie Salle KimMarie Salle Kim    

The The The The 

LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    

ReportReportReportReport            
hank you to you all for joining us at our “Books 
 with Friends” themed Barnes and Noble Book Fair. 

The event was a huge success, and we thank you for your 

support. What could be better than children, families and 

books – that’s what we call fun!  

 

Mrs. Hagan, fourth-grade teacher, is coordinating 

Reading Olympics again this year.  Reading Olympics is a 

county-wide program designed to promote and encourage 

reading.  Our fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade students will 

compete against other elementary school students in 

Montgomery County at a special Olympic night in the 

spring. Over the next few months, students who participate 

in this voluntary program will: read at least six books from 

a list of 45; meet routinely with their teams and coaches; 

become experts on their books; and have fun!  This is a 

wonderful way for book lovers to get together to share 

their love of reading with other students, as well as 

strengthen their reading skills.   

 

We send special thanks to our wonderful parent volunteers 

and hope that everyone had happy holidays and had an 

opportunity to read some great books during the break! 

 

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff  

 

 
 

News from News from News from News from thethethethe    Nurse …Nurse …Nurse …Nurse …    

Each year, the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
requests school nurses to conduct height and weight 

measurements and to calculate Body Mass Indices (BMI) 

for students in grades kindergarten through 12
th
. After the 

students are screened, letters are mailed home informing 

parents of the results, along with recommendations to 

share this information with their health-care providers. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please contact the 

health room at (215)517-2747. 
 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

Looking for Something to Do This Looking for Something to Do This Looking for Something to Do This Looking for Something to Do This 
Winter?  Winter?  Winter?  Winter?  You Could …You Could …You Could …You Could …        
� Go ice skating at either the Rink on Old York Road in 

Elkins Park (www.rinkoyr.com) or downtown at the 

Rothman Ice Rink at Dilworth Park 
(www.ccdparks.org/dilworth-park/rothmanicerink). 

� Take a tour of the Eastern 

State Penitentiary at 2027 

Fairmount Ave. in 

Philadelphia and see the cell 

where Al Capone stayed. 

Visit www.easternstate.org to 

learn more about special 

programs and the cost of 

admission, including the cost of a City Pass, which 

offers you discounted admission to some of the city’s 

main attractions.  

� Visit either the Philadelphia Zoo (America’s First Zoo 

– www.philadelphiazoo.org) or Norristown’s 

Elmwood Park Zoo (www.elmwoodparkzoo.org), 

which now also offers outdoor ice skating.  

� See a movie … Such movies as, Annie, Into the 

Woods, Night at the Museum – Secret of the Tomb, 

Penguins of Madagascar and Yellowbird are all 

family-friendly choices to be enjoyed this holiday 

season. 

� Take a bike ride as a family around your neighborhood 

or down along the Schuykill River in Fairmount Park? 

� Clean out your closets … You can donate used 

clothing to the St. Vincent de Paul Society’s bin found 

in the VFW parking lot at 2519 Jenkintown Rd. in 

Glenside.  

� Get outside and enjoy nature! Try walking right 

outside your back/front door or drive to some of our 

area’s nature centers or preserves, such as: the 

Wissahickon Valley Park in Chestnut Hill 

(www.fow.org), the Silver Lake Nature Center in 

Bristol (www.silverlakenaturecenter.org), or the 

Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education in 

Roxborough (www.schuylkillcenter.org).    

“Celebrate the happiness 

that friends are always 

giving, make every day a 

holiday and celebrate just 
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living!” 

— Amanda Bradley 


