
Cougar Chronicles  April 2017 

From the Principals’ Desk 

Congratulations to students in third 
through sixth grade—you’ve completed 
the English Language Arts PSSA’s! We 
are so proud of all your hard work, and 
we know you will do just as well on the 
Math PSSAs, April 25-27. 

We hope you enjoyed seeing three of 
our staff members, Mr. Eckenrode, Ms. 
McFadden, and Ms. Kim, join the 
Abington team to take on the Wizards at 
the April 8th AEF Fundraiser event! 

Lastly, we hope you enjoyed Spring 
Break, April 13-17. 

  Spring Fair is May 13! Spring Fair is May 13! Spring Fair is May 13!    
Don’t forget to order your flowers Don’t forget to order your flowers Don’t forget to order your flowers 

and plants ahead of time and plants ahead of time and plants ahead of time    
for pick up at the fair: for pick up at the fair: for pick up at the fair:    

Deadline is Deadline is Deadline is    
April 28th!April 28th!April 28th!   

The school year is going fast and CB PTA once again had a busy month  
of March. We hosted the Run for the Green and Gold 5K and Fun Run.  
Our runners braved the cold on the snowy cross country course! And  
our Fun Runners had a great time doing the obstacle course. On the 20th, 
all of the students learned about lasers and had fun in the Laser Science Assembly, funded by the 
PTA. Then, on the 22nd, we enjoyed dinner with other CB families at Panera, right across the 
parking lot from Barnes and Noble where Literature Night took place that same night.  

The PTA Publishing Center is well underway. Our volunteers are working hard putting together 
the creative masterpieces of CB kids in grades K through 2.  

Our next general PTA meeting will take place on Thursday, April 20th at 7 p.m. in the library. 
Come out and find out what is going on now and what is coming up for the rest of the school 
year. Also, if you are interested in being a PTA Board Member, we’d love to hear from you! We 
have several positions open for the 2017-2018 school year. Please send us an email 
(copperbeechelem.pta@gmail.com) or reach out to any current Board Member between now and 
the 20th. This is the last meeting at which nominations will be accepted. 

Don’t forget…the All School Yearbooks are still on sale! But, don’t wait…the sale will be  
ending shortly! 

See page 6 for Upcoming events to know about… 
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The Reading Olympics competition is a few weeks away, so 
we are reminding our students to keep working towards 
reading as many titles as possible to bring home the Blue rib-
bon! The library has plenty of copies of the titles, so keep up 
the great work. 

Our Tournament Bracket competition in the library, Battle of the Books, 
generated much excitement over the great titles we have at Copper 
Beech. We have a winner in each of the contests: The Primary winner 
was Trapped, A Whales Rescue and the Intermediate winner was Pax! 
Don’t forget to ask the kids if they predicted the winner and caught a 
little book fever with March Madness! 

We are so excited to announce that we have another author coming to visit 
on May 11 for our Kindergarten to Second grade students: Adam Lehrhaupt! 
If you made it to Literature Night at Barnes and Noble you may have had a 
chance to take a look at a few of the great books he has written. If not, order 
forms will be coming home soon for your chance to own your very own 
autographed copy.They make great gifts, so don’t miss out! 

Our kids continue to be inspired to read and participate in the “Paws to 
Read” initiative, working towards saving a Cougar in the wild and also to our 
end-of-year reward, the “Paws to Party” celebration in May! 

Our Literature Night at Barnes & Noble was a huge success, with many in 
attendance for the teacher readers, crafts, and games. Artwork was on dis-
play, and students and families enjoyed catching a little Spring Fever on the 
beautiful evening to celebrate reading and all that is great at Copper Beech! 
Many expressed an appreciation of the switch to spring, as they had not been 
able to attend in the past in December. Whether you were there in person, 
or ordered online, we appreciate your support and look forward to next 
year! 

Happy Reading, 
Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff, and Ms. Harris 
Your Copper Beech Librarians 

A P R I L  

M A Y  

Order forms for the CB Spring Fair Plant Sale 
have been sent home. All orders are due by 
April 28th. (There will be a limited number 
of plants for sale on the day of the fair.) We 
cannot accept any late orders and all payment 
must accompany the order. Checks should be 
made payable to Copper Beech PTA. 
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6th 
Grade 
Dance 

PTA  
General 
Meeting 

Last Day 
to Order 

is May 1st! 

PTA  
General 
Meeting 

Used 
Clothing 

drive 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

CB  

Fair 

No  
School Field Day 

[raindate: 
May 24] 

Sunday, 

May 21 

6th 

Grade 

Bowling 

Reading 
Olympics 



April 2017                        COPPERBEECHPTA.ORG 

In Reading, kindergarteners are enjoying two very appropri-
ate themes for the beginning of spring – Plants and Amazing 
Creatures. In Math we are recognizing 2D and 3D shapes 

and writing our numbers 1 – 20. Our kindergarteners are sharpen-
ing their beginner skills in writing addition and subtraction sto-
ries. They are comparing objects of weight and doing graphing.  

In April we will be learning all about Earth Day and painting our 
hand-painted T-shirts. We are also excited about our upcoming 
Field Trip to the Elmwood Park Zoo. We are going to the zoo on 
May 1, 2017.  

 K March was a busy month filled with lots of learning and 
fun-filled activities. On March 2nd, the first grade 
celebrated its love of reading, Dr. Seuss’ birthday, and 

the 20th anniversary of the Read Across America program with a 
variety of fun reading, rhyming, and activities to celebrate the joy 
of reading. We also celebrated Women’s History Month and St. 
Patrick’s Day. We kept our eyes peeled for those leprechauns! 

The first grade teachers would like to thank all the parents who 
attended conferences. It was so nice to meet with you and discuss 
your child’s progress. Our first grade students are eager to begin 
the third marking period and celebrate the beginning of spring. 

What a great time to start the final Science Unit, Organisms. Stu-
dents will learn about water and land plants and animals. In Lan-
guage Arts, we are moving on to Unit 5 of the Treasures Reading 
program. The unit theme is titled “Adventures All Around.” We are 
working our way into Unit 7 in the Everyday Math Program, with a 
concentration on attribute blocks as well as on-going practice with 
addition and subtraction problems.  

In Social Studies, we’ve learned about needs and wants, why people 
work, and explored some of the jobs/careers that people have. We 
even discussed what we would like to be when we grow up! Learning 
and growing is great fun in grade one! 

We are truly looking forward to seeing everyone at the Spring Fair 
and Field Day! Finally, we hope everyone had a relaxing Spring 
Break! 

Did you know that your PTA 
membership helps fund your 

child’s field trips? 
You get a lot for $15: 

The PTA spends about $55 per student each year.  
This funding provides many opportunities. 

Visiting Authors program 

Publishing Center student authored books (K-2)  

Scholastic News / Weekly Reader publications 

Class field trips 

Playground equipment (balls, games, etc)  

Briar Bush Nature Center Education program  

Educational Assemblies 

Reading Olympics (grades 4-6)  

Project DARE (grade 6)  

 

 1st 



Third grade moved quickly out of March. This 
time of year always seems to fly by. 

In Communication Arts we worked through Unit 5. The Printer was 
one of our stories that introduced what a hero is to the children. 
After many discussions, it was wonderful to hear that their par-
ents are often who they look to as their hero. You should feel both 
honored and proud with being given this title. 

In Math we wrapped up Unit 6. This was a tough unit since fact 
knowledge was essential to success. Please continue to study the 
facts in whatever way works best for the child. We use fact trian-
gles, games, computer activities, books and pencil/paper applica-
tions to practice and review. Please talk to your child and see what 
works best for them. 

In Science we wrapped up Chemicals and will be moving into Seeds 
and Plants. They will see how a plant grows from start to finish as 
they take Wisconsin Fast Plant seeds, plant them, and journal their 
growth. This is a favorite unit and timely as we change seasons 
from winter to spring. 

Thank you for all the treats during our PSSA week. This, along 
with no homework for the week, makes the process a little more 
bearable. 

Happy spring and we hope you enjoyed the break with  
your families! 

The Third Grade Team 

April 2017 

DO YOU HAVE CONTENT TO SUBMIT FOR THIS NEWSLETTER?  GET IN TOUCH WITH US AT COPPERBEECHELEM.PTA@GMAIL.COM 

In second grade, we have been learning new and 
exciting things. In reading, we are working on 
making predictions, determining problem and solu-

tion, finding author’s purpose, and making inferences as we read. 
We continue to read fiction and nonfiction stories as we practice 
reading strategies.  

In math, we are learning new ways to add, including partial sums, 
and we are adding three or more addends! We are also measuring 
in inches, centimeters, yards, and meters. Then we collect data 
from our measurements and use it to make graphs.  

During Social Studies, we have been learning about wants and 
needs. We looked at ways to make money and save money, service 
jobs, volunteer jobs, and even ways kids can help through volunteer 
work. In science, we completed our balancing and weighing unit. We 
worked together to balance cubes on 
beams, weigh objects with equal arm 
balances, and build mobiles that bal-
anced paper with paper clips!  

The end of the year is quickly ap-
proaching, but we still have more 
learning in the upcoming months. In 
April we are going to be getting caterpillars for science and watch-
ing their life cycle as they turn into butterflies. Math will lead us 
to learn more about shapes, and reading will have us working on 
many different reading strategies with all different genres!  

 2nd  3rd 
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April showers bring May flowers…but what if the 
flowers are already here? The weather is making us 
think about summer, but hang on—there’s a lot to do 

before then! Remember your CB CARES behavior and to complete 
your assignments on time.  

Our fourth graders are completing the reading, math, and science 
PSSAs this month. Congratulations on all of your hard work prepar-
ing for the testing this year.  

In Math, we will be movin’ and groovin’ through Unit 7. Some of the 
topics that we will cover in this unit are converting liquid measures, 
multiplication of fractions, division number stories, and converting 
between fractions and decimals. 

In Health, we are starting up our unit on nutrition, fitness, and dis-
ease. Can your child identify the essential nutrients needed for a 
healthy body? Are they reading labels, exercising more, and watch-
ing what they eat? Encourage them to stay active and to try new 
healthy foods, especially vegetables and fruits! 

In Social Studies, we will be finishing the chapter on the Civil War 
and slavery and moving into chapter 9, which covers the Industrial 
Revolution in PA. Boom towns, uses of natural resources like oil and 
coal, the steel industry, child labor, and the Johnstown Flood are 
some of the many interesting topics we’ll be researching and learn-
ing about. 

In Science, we are completing our electricity unit by making houses 
that are wired to light using circuits and switches. We will also be 

covering information for the science PSSAs including weather, 
Earth and space, and tools used in scientific research. 

 4th Fifth Graders are celebrating spring and looking 
forward to the conclusion of the PSSAs! All of the 
hard work and strategy learning that students do 

every day really pays off. The test requires students not just to 
know answers, but to explain and justify their thinking and to com-
municate clearly. These are all important academic and life skills! 

Congratulations to all of our Reading Olympiads! Many fifth graders 
will represent Copper Beech during this year’s Reading Olympics 
competition. Students will demonstrate academic excellence and 
camaraderie as they read and prepared for questions for over 40 
books. A special thanks to all our teacher coaches and moderators. 

Fifth graders will spend time learning about the Holocaust during 
late April and May, as part of their Social Studies’ lessons. They 
will also be learning more about the American Civil War and the 
Modern Era, including the Cold War. 

In Math, students have finished Unit 6: Investigations in Measure-
ment, Decimal Multiplication and Division. They are beginning Unit 
7: Multiplication of Mixed Numbers, Geometry, and Graphing.  

In Communication Arts, students are working on research papers 
and writing compare and contrast essays. In Theme 5, students will 
sharpen their listening comprehension, strengthen their vocabulary 
strategies, enhance their reading comprehension, and continue to 
improve their recognition and use of literary elements. They will be 
reading a variety of fiction and nonfiction, including award-winning 
multicultural literature. Additionally, students will be reading Num-
ber the Stars by Lois Lowry as part of our Holocaust studies. 

 5th 

“4th Grade,” continued pg. 6 
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Time's a wastin'...so here's a quick run-down ... 

PSSA Testing: 24-26(Math) ... be sure to  
completely erase wherever you've made a stray mark. 

Unit 6 Math: Algebra ... Equations ... Variables ... Oh My! 

Unit 5 Reading: Inferring, Concluding,  
Author's Purpose-ing 

Unit 4 Social Studies: Middle Ages and  
Renaissance ... from darkness to light 

Science Fusion: Matter and Energy ... Hmmm 

May 19: CB Field Day (Rain Date on the 24th) 

Keep it Classy, 19038! 

 6th CB 6th Graders are getting ready for their Spring Dance on 
Friday, May 5th, at the Knights of Columbus. They also have a 

bowling social planned for May 21st at Thunderbird Lanes. 

The spring Used Clothing Drive is Saturday, April 22nd from 9am 
to 3pm. So, clean your closets and drop your donations curbside to 
us (in the parent drop-off area). Items collected include clothing, 
accessories, linens, rugs, curtains, and STUFFED ANIMALS!!  

Teacher Appreciation Day/Week is May 1st through 5th. We 
LOVE our CB teachers, so, please show your appreciation during 
this time! The ideas are endless – handwritten & decorated cards, 
flowers, plants, gift cards, etc. 

Our Spring Fair will take place on Saturday, May 13th from 10am 
to 3pm. It’s always a great day for our CB families with lots of fun 
and games for all! The CB PTA could also use some help. Please 
send us an email if you are willing to volunteer … we sure would  
appreciate it! 

Don’t forget to stay tuned to your email, and our website and 
Facebook page, for more upcoming events! 

Sincerely, the CB PTA Board 

“PTA,” continued from pg. 1 

In Language Arts, we are finishing up unit 5. Skills include cause and 
effect, making character judgments, summarizing, using an index, 
using figurative language, and differentiating between fact and opin-
ion. We’ve also covered adjectives in their comparative and superla-
tive forms, analogies, and antonyms. These skills will be explored 
through reading fiction and nonfiction text selections in  
our anthology. 

We will also be starting our country research projects. Be sure to 
check with your child about the due date and requirements for the 
project and direct any questions to your child’s teacher. However, 
much of the work will be done within the classroom. We enjoy get-
ting to know more about our larger CB community through the many 
activities associated with this project! 

“4th Grade,” continued from pg. 5 

Show your Cougar Spirit! 
Headbands and more are available in the school store!  
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