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A Message from Our PTA Board 
he year is quickly winding down, yet there are loads more planned! Hope you can plan on attending some of the 
following PTA events to be held during the first half of May: 

 An All-School Family Fun Night for the whole school will be held at the Palace 

Roller Rink, located at 11586 Roosevelt Blvd., Philadelphia, PA, 19116, from 5:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $7. Skate rentals will be available at the door for an 

additional $3. Ticket orders were due by April 25th. 

 The next general PTA meeting will be Thursday, May 5th at 7 p.m. in the school 

library. 
 Field Day will be May 6

th
! Thank you in advance to all of the parents who have 

already signed up for the water and popsicle stations. The rain date for this event is 

May 18
th

.  

 The Spring Fair is that same week, Saturday, May 14
th

, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We 

can always use more volunteers for that day. It is a very busy day and many hands make light work. Please let us 

know if you or your high school student would be interested in assisting for a few hours that day.  

Thank you, 

The PTA Board  

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance 

In Reading, kindergarteners are enjoying 
two very appropriate themes for the 

beginning of spring — Plants and Amazing 

Creatures. In Math, we continue to review 

money and to count by 2s, 5s, and 10s.  Our 

kindergarteners are sharpening their 

beginner skills in addition and subtraction. They are 

measuring and writing numbers in the 50s, 60s and 70s.   
 

In celebration of Earth Day, the students planted flowers 

and learned all about this worldwide event to help save our 

natural world.  As in school years past, the kindergarten 

classes will be hand-painting some wonderful keepsake 

tee shirts to commemorate their time here in kindergarten.   

 

Congratulations to Clover Doyle and Mikayla Fitzmaurice 

of Mrs. Bowlin’s class. The girls have reached the 1,000 

level in First In Math! 

 
Spring is finally in the air! It is hard to 
believe that the 2015-16 school year is 

almost over. Students are still working, 

learning, and having fun in first grade.  

It was a pleasure to meet with everyone during Parent-

Teacher Conferences.   Maintaining a  

home-school connection is essential in helping to ensure 

student success and we thank you for continued support. 

Teamwork makes the dream work! 

 

As the year winds down, we will continue to teach 

strategies, skills, and concepts that help develop your 

student’s ability to grasp, retain, and apply their 

knowledge to both the classroom and real-world settings. 

We also strive to inspire them to do their very best.  

 

Currently in the first-grade curriculum, we are working our 

way through unit 5 in the Treasures Reading Program 

entitled,  Adventures All Around.  This unit focuses on 

best teaching practices that strengthen fluency, 

comprehension, writing, and grammar.  If you haven’t 

already, visit the website, 

www.macmillanmh.com, for an overview of 

the program. 

 

In our Everyday Math Program, we are 

working on addition, subtraction, comparing 
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different subtraction strategies and fact fluency.  

Additionally, we will continue our work on telling time to 

the nearest hour.  Games are an integral part of the grade’s 

math program and are an effective tool for practicing skills 

and developing strategic thinking.  We use them as a fun 

way to engage students and teach concepts and skills. 
 

The All Together Social Studies units for the final marking 

period are units 4 and 5 on All About Work and 

Government.  Some key concepts include learning about 

money, jobs, goods and trade, government, laws, leaders 

and good citizenship.  
 

Our final unit of study in Science will be on Living 

Organisms.  In this unit, students will use their 

observation skills to explore the similarities and 

differences between plants and animals. They will learn 

that living organisms have basic needs and will 

communicate their ideas through writing, drawing, and 

discussions.  It is intended that students will gain an 

awareness of the diversity of life and enhance their 

sensitivity to the needs of all living things. 
 

First grade will finish with a bang!  Our students will visit 

the Academy of Natural Sciences next month, celebrate 

community with the Spring Fair, practice good 

sportsmanship on Field Day, and celebrate writing with a 

Publishing-Center celebration.  What a fun way to say 

farewell to a fabulous year!! 

 

 

Second graders have been very busy during 
the month of April. Our latest Reading 

theme, Discoveries, featured some great 

fiction and nonfiction stories. We even 

focused on the art of writing a play! All of 

the students took on different roles and learning about the 

critical elements that go into creating a play. 
 

In Math, we have been working on measurement and are 

now starting to discuss different attributes of shapes. The 

students have been heavily engaged in all of these units. 

They especially love the Everyday Math games that go 

along with the various lessons. The hands-on math practice 

has been extremely beneficial. 
 

In Science, we are getting ready for our unit on Butterflies. 

This is one of the most popular Science units in second 

grade, because the students get to see the 

amazing transformation from caterpillars to 

butterflies. Make sure you ask your student 

during the month of May how their butterfly is 

progressing and what changes they are able to 

witness! 

We are all excited about field day, the Copper Beech 

Spring Fair and our field trip in May to the Elmwood Park 

Zoo. We cannot wait to enjoy these great outside 

activities! 

 

It is so hard to believe that we are fast 
approaching the end of our school year. There 

is still so much work to be done! 

 

In Communication Arts, we have two more 

units to complete. We have completed a how-to piece of 

writing and will move into compare and contrast, as well 

as a research-based project. We will also be reading, 

Wilbur, which is a segment from our beloved,  

Charlotte's Web. 

 

In Math, we continue to learn new strategies toward 

problem solving. We also are pushing through the times 

tables and our mastery of them. Please keep plugging 

along. First in Math is a great aide for practice and 

increasing ability in this area. 

 

In Science, we are learning about seeds and plants. We 

will be setting up our lights and watching our Wisconsin 

Fast Plants grow. In Social Studies, we are learning about 

the government and how it operates. In Health, we are 

reading, writing, and discussing the body and the internal 

systems that make us work. The students love these 

lessons. 

 

Thanks for all of our parents who sent in snacks for PSSAs 

and supported the cause during these weeks. 

 

April showers bring May flowers; but, what 
if the flowers are already here? The weather 

is making us think about summer, but hang 

on — there’s a lot to do before then! 

Remember your CB CARES behavior and to 

complete your assignments on time. 

 

Our fourth graders are completing the reading, math, and 

science PSSAs this month. Congratulations on all of your 

hard work preparing for the testing this year. 

In Math, we will be movin’ and groovin’ through Unit 7.  

Some of the topics that we will cover in this unit are: 

converting liquid measures, multiplication of fractions, 

division-number stories, and converting between 

fractions and decimals. 

 

In Health, we are starting up our unit on Nutrition, 

Fitness, and Disease. Can your child identify the 

essential nutrients needed for a healthy body? Are 

they reading labels, exercising more, and watching 
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what they eat? Encourage them to stay active and to try 

new healthy foods, especially vegetables and fruits! 

 

In Social Studies, we will be finishing the chapter on the 

Civil War and Slavery and moving into chapter 9, which 

covers the Industrial Revolution in Pennsylvania. Boom 

towns, uses of natural resources like oil and coal, the steel 

industry, child labor, and the Johnstown Flood are some of 

the many interesting topics we’ll be researching and 

learning about. 

 

In Science, we are completing our Electricity unit by 

making houses that are wired to light using circuits and 

switches. We will also be covering information for the 

science PSSAs including weather, Earth and space, and 

tools used in scientific research. 

 

In Language Arts, we are finishing up unit 5. Skills include 

cause and effect, making character judgments, 

summarizing, using an index, using figurative language, 

and differentiating between fact and opinion. We’ve also 

covered adjectives in their comparative and superlative 

forms, analogies, and antonyms. These skills will be 

explored through reading fiction and nonfiction text 

selections in our anthology. 

 

We will also be starting our country research projects. Be 

sure to check with your child about the due date and 

requirements for the project, and direct any questions to 

your child’s teacher. However, much of the work will be 

done within the classroom. We enjoy getting to know more 

about our larger CB community through the many 

activities associated with this project! 

 

Fifth graders have been enjoying our 
beautiful playground and playing fields 

during recess this spring. They worked very 

hard for the PSSAs in English, Language 

Arts and Mathematics. We are looking 

forward to our field trip to Fort Mifflin on 

the Delaware. This is known as ‘the little fort that saved 

America,’ because its brave beleaguered force protected 

Philadelphia and held off the British during the coldest 

winter on record, giving General Washington time to get 

his weary troops to Valley Forge for the winter. 

 

Along with this culminating history trip, we are also 

learning about the American Civil War and the 

modern era, including the Cold War and war in the 

Middle East. In Communication Arts, we are doing 

research projects and learning how to take notes 

from multiple sources. Our librarians, Mrs. Cusick 

and Mrs. Boff, are also teaching the students how 

to use digital tools to help with organizing research. 
 

We are also reading excellent stories in our anthology 

including, The Unbroken Code — a story  about the 

Navajo Codetalkers of World War II — and The GriGri 

Tree — a delightful fiction story from the Dominican 

Republic. All the fifth-grade classes are reading by A 

Handful of Stars by Cynthia Lord, in preparation for our 

exciting author visit in May. 
 

In Math, we are continuing our study of fractions and 

mixed numbers, and applying these concepts to area and 

other real-world situations. Students are encouraged to 

keep practicing basic facts, as well as challenging games 

and competitions on the website First in Math. 

 

Now that children are outside more after school, please 

remind them be extra careful of traffic and other 

pedestrians, and to wear their bicycle helmets for safety. 
 

 

It’s that time again ... a monthly report from 

the road... 
 

...and, there is an end in sight. We’ve read, 

read, and read some more, inferred and 

concluded and judged, determined authors’ 

purposes and perspectives, and tested ‘til our 

fingers bled. (Reading: Units 4-5) 
 

We’ve solved for x, y, and z, all while balancing pans and 

recognizing patterns. (Math: Units 6-7) 
 

We’ve determined the difference between mass and matter 

(Science Fusion: Matter and Energy), saw how a rise in 

nationalism and industry helped lead to WWI (Social 

Studies) which in turn, led to WWII. 
 

We’ve realized the positive and negative consequences of 

our actions and influences of peers on our decisions 

(DARE).  
 

So, here we are … 45 days out from the conclusion of our 

road trip. We'll check in shortly. 
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From the Desks of 
Our School Principals … 

ongratulations to students in third thru sixth grade 
— you’ve completed the PSSAs!  We are so proud of 

all your hard work.  The end of the year is right 

around the corner, and we look forward to all the activities 

that are planned.  We’re especially excited about Field 

Day, which is scheduled for May 11
th

 (rain date May 

18
th
).  Go, green and gold! 

  

 Stephanie Viola 

Marie Salle Kim 

 

 

The 

Library 

Report  

 

arch was an exciting month at Copper Beech, as 

almost 200 of our 4
th
, 5

th
, and 6

th
 graders had the 

opportunity to participate in the Montgomery 

County Reading Olympics competition on March 30
th
  at 

Cheltenham High School. The teams worked very hard 

and had a great time with their pizza party, bus ride and 

the anticipation that led up to the competition itself! For 

those parents, teachers, friends and family members who 

had the opportunity to be in attendance and cheer the 

teams on, we appreciate all of your support. The real 

reward for the children is all of the knowledge they gained 

from reading, and the experiences they enjoyed with their 

teammates — way to go Reading Olympians! 

 

We are pleased to announce the winning titles for our 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS contest, which was another 

exciting happening in the library in March. The structure is 

similar to the March Madness basketball bracket 

competition, and the students really enjoyed it! We started 

with a wide variety of books, the Sweet 16, which was 

based on students check out rates and overall interests. 

After an exciting kick-off, the students narrowed it down 

to the Elite 8, and the following week we had the Final 

Four!! And then just like the Villanova Wildcats 

swept the 2016 March Madness competition, the 

students selected (drum roll please!) — Ranger in 

Time (for grades 1 to 3) and A Handful of 

Stars!!!(For Grades 4 to 6) There has been quite a 

bit of anticipation surrounding our visiting author 

in May, so we are so happy to share with her that one of 

her books won the Intermediate Battle of the Books at 

Copper Beech! 

 

In April, we are continuing to get ready for our PTO 

sponsored author visit, May 17
th
. Cynthia Lord will visit 

Copper Beech for a series of presentations for our students 

in third through fifth grades. Students have been able to 

her books, which she will sign, at the end of April. She has 

written the Hot Rod Hamster and Shelter Pet Squad 

series, as well as such great novels as Rules and A 

Handful of Stars. Be on the look-out for the order form to 

come home with your children and be sure to return it by 

the first week in May so you don’t miss out on an 

autographed copy of the hottest books in town! Thank you 

for the support of the PTA for this wonderful event! 

Happy Reading! 

— Mrs. Cusick, Mrs. Boff and Ms. Harris 

Your Copper Beech Librarians 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In Matters of the Art 
We have had several art exhibitions in the past few 
months. We currently have artwork from Copper Beech 

students at the Abington Township public library until the 

end of the April. We also have several of our students’ 

work hanging in the Abington Township Board of 

Directors meeting room for the next few months. 

 

Copper Beech students have 

participated in the annual 

Cheltenham Center for the 

Arts Children’s Art Exhibit 
in March, as well as the 

annual Abington School District Fine Arts 

Exhibit in March. We are very proud of our 

awesome Copper Beech artists!! 
 

— Michael McKeough 

 Copper Beech Art Teacher 
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KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

 

KIND Club learned about dog obedience and safety 
around dogs with a 

presentation by  

Sue Kelly Smith, 

former Copper 

Beech speech 

teacher, and her 

educated canine, 

Charm. The 

lovable white 

pooch, once a 

skinny rescue dog, 

has earned show 

titles and is a certified therapy dog. 
 

Earth Day 2016 was recognized by K-12 Copper Beech 

students, who 

designed Earth 

Day Grocery 

Bags, with earth-

friendly 

messages and 

art, to be used by 

customers at 

O’Neill’s Food 

Market in 

Glenside.  

Students from 

Mrs. Wolf's first-grade class display their Earth Day 

grocery bags. 
 

Members of the 

KIND Club 

helped to rally 

readers for the 

planet, by 

presenting an 

informational 

program on 

endangered 

mountain 

gorillas. Copper Beech set a goal of reading two million 

minutes this year to help protect this rare animal. Students 

have been tallying their reading minutes and earning tags, 

which result in contributions to the World Wildlife Fund. 

The presenters were Jay Husted, Leia Resnick, Jaden 

Eubanks, and Sophia Militello. 

— Mary Ryan/KIND Club Faculty Advisor 

From Our Reading Specialists … 
 

 

Go Bananas for Books! We are excited to report that the 

Copper Beech students have read over 1,417,928 minutes 

for our Reading Incentive.  

Please continue to foster the 

love of literature in your home 

and watch your child collect our 

reading tags. 

 

— Your Reading Team 

Ms. Watts-Campbell, Mrs. Foley,  

Mrs. Rink, and Mrs. Goldstein 

 
 

 

 


