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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
pring is finally here and, while the PTA is very busy over the next few weeks, we are also looking ahead. 

We would like to thank some of our recent coordinators for the wonderful events that they were involved with 

over the past few weeks.  Big thanks to our Boys Night Out coordinators, Michelle Fisher, Janine Larr, Gina 

Montgomery, and Katie Small, for having another successful night!  The kids always have 

a blast and despite the snow date, we had a great turnout.  Dani Greenbaum and Tina 

O’Neill had another great haul at our Spring Clothing Drive.  Thank you for all of your 

time and effort! 
 

There is a lot coming up for the spring at CB.  We hope that all of our families can take part 

in the fun!  Field Day is Wednesday, May 6
th

.  Thank you in advance to all of the parents 

who have already signed up for water and popsicle stations.  The students will greatly 

appreciate your help and so do we!  The Spring Fair is right around the corner on May 

16
th

, and we can always use more volunteers for that day.  It is a busy day and many hands make light work.   

Please let us know if you or your high school student would be interested in assisting for a few hours that day.   

There is also a signup genius on the PTA website.   
 

A big thank you to all of our families who joined the PTA this year!  Because of you, we were recognized and 

won an award from the Pennsylvania PTA for an increase in membership over last year!  Way to go, Copper 

Beech!  A reminder about membership, PTA memberships expire on July 31
st
.  Look for an email in August with 

membership renewal and family updates.   

 

Lastly, we will be updating the PTA website all summer with information about our kindergarten mixer, clubs 

starting in the fall, event coordinators and membership.  If anyone is interested in getting involved, please  

contact us! 

 
Thank you, 

Christine Strange, PTA President 

Chris_strange@comcast.net 

Courtney Clark, PTA President-Elect 

eclynch@hotmail.com 
 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Thanks to Mrs. Hagarty’s 

fifth-grade class for being 

instrumental in bringing such a 

special guest to our school this 

month.  We were all very 

ecstatic to meet the Phillies Phanatic!!! 

In Reading, our children are enjoying two very 

timely themes for the beginning of spring — 

Plants and Amazing Creatures. In Math, we 

continue to review money and to county by 2s, 

5s, and 10s.  Our kindergarteners are honing 

their beginner skills in addition and subtraction. 

S 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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They are measuring and writing numbers in the 50s, 

60s and 70s.   

 

In celebration of Earth Day, the students planted 

flowers and learned all about this worldwide event to 

help save our natural world.   

 

As in school years past, the kindergarten classes will 

be hand-painting some wonderful keepsake tee shirts 

to commemorate their time here in the Big K.  Once 

made, the shirts prove to be a favorite article of 

clothing for the students to wear again and again.   

 
 

Spring has finally arrived after a long 

and cold winter. It is hard to believe that 

we only have a few months left of the 

2014-2015 school year, but we certainly 

aren’t finished yet.  April is always a busy 

month.  It will be brimming with lots of 

learning and fun-filled activities. 

 

First-grade students are eager to begin our third 

marking period and are excited for the beginning of 

spring.  What a great time to start the final Science 

unit, Organisms.  Students will learn about water, 

land plants and animals.  As an extension on this unit, 

students will be visiting the exciting Academy of 

Natural Sciences. 
 

In Language Arts, we have a few fun themes coming 

up this month.  The first, How Does It Grow, is all 

about learning what plants grow near us, and how 

plants are grown to provide nutritious food. 

 

We have just finished working on our Geometry unit 

in Math, which is always so enjoyable.  As we enter 

the last marking period, we will begin to working 

with dollar bills and making change.  Shortly, we will 

be introducing fractions to our students.  

 

After much hard work, the children are completing 

their Publishing-Center stories.  They are eagerly 

illustrating the books and awaiting our Publishing-

Center celebration in June.  Further details 

will follow as the date for the event draws 

near. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the 

Spring Fair and Field Day! 

 

Second graders have been very busy 
during the month of April. Our latest 

Reading theme, Discoveries, featured 

some great fiction and nonfiction stories. 

We even focused on the art of writing a 

play! All of the students took on different 

roles, and they all enjoyed learning about the critical 

elements that go into creating a play. 

 

In Math, we have recently completed units on 

Fractions and Measurement. We are currently 

focusing on decimals and place value. The children 

have been heavily engaged in all of these units. They 

especially love the Everyday Math games that go 

along with the various lessons. The hands-on math 

practice has been extremely beneficial. 

 

In Science, we are enjoying our unit on Butterflies. 

This is one of the students’ favorite Science units. 

The students get to see the amazing transformation 

from caterpillars to butterflies. We will eventually 

release our butterflies at Briar Bush Nature Center. 

 

We are all excited for Field Day, the Copper Beech 

Spring Fair and for our field trip at the end of May to 

Morris Arboretum. We are all so eager to enjoy these 

great outside activities! 
  

 

We had a busy month of Math and 
Communication Arts in third grade. We 

learned all about fractions and how to 

apply these skills to real-life settings. We 

are moving into division and 

multiplication with extended facts. Please 

remember the children need to possess a solid 

foundation of facts in preparation for fourth grade. 

There is a lot of practice taking place in our 

classrooms.  However, this practice needs to extend 

into the home as well. 

 

During our Communication Arts lessons, we have 

been reading about animal homes. The students 

love this story since they seem to be natural 

animal lovers. They have read stories, made 

posters, watched videos, and shared real-life 

animal adventures.  It has been fun! 
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Third grade just finished the PSSA testing. This is 

always a challenging time for us. We appreciate the 

support received, and our students have especially 

enjoyed the snacks that parents have donated. Thank 

you so much for all you do! 
 

April showers bring May flowers, but 
what if the flowers are already here? The 

weather is making us think about 

summer, but hang on there’s a lot to do 

before then! Remember your CB CARES 

behavior and to complete your 

assignments on time. 

 

Our fourth graders are completing the Science PSSAs 

at the end of the month. Congratulations on all of 

your hard work preparing for the testing this year. 

In Math, we will be movin’ and groovin’ through Unit 

9. Some of the topics that we will cover in this unit 

are: renaming fractions as decimals and percents with 

and without using calculators and how to multiply 

and divide with decimals. 

 

In Health, we are working on the unit on Nutrition, 

Fitness, and Disease. Can your child identify the 

essential nutrients needed for a healthy body? Are 

they reading labels, exercising more, and watching 

what they eat? Encourage them to stay active and to 

try new healthy foods, especially vegetables and 

fruits! 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the events 

leading up to and during the Civil War. 

 

In Science, we’re preparing for the animal invasion! 

We’ve been developing background on our aquatic 

frogs, fiddler crabs, and millipedes. They will be 

swimming, scurrying, and crawling in all of our 

classrooms soon. Be sure to ask the kids about these 

interesting creatures. 

 

In Language Arts, we are finishing up unit 5. Skills 

include cause and effect, making character judgments, 

summarizing, using an index, using figurative 

language, and differentiating between fact 

and opinion. We’ve also covered adjectives in 

their comparative and superlative forms, 

analogies, and antonyms. These skills will be 

explored through reading fiction and nonfiction text 

selections in our anthology. 

 

We will also be starting our country research 

projects. Be sure to check with your child about the 

due date and requirements for the project, and direct 

any questions to your child’s teacher. However, much 

of the work will be done within the classroom. We 

enjoy getting to know more about our larger CB 

community through the many activities associated 

with this project. 
 

Fifth graders are celebrating spring and 
are happy to see the conclusion of the 

PSSAs! All of the hard work and strategy 

learning that students do every day really 

pays off. The test requires students not 

just to know answers, but to explain and 

justify their thinking and to communicate clearly. 

These are all important academic and life skills! 

 

Congratulations to all of our Reading Olympiads! 

Many fifth graders will represent Copper Beech 

during this year’s Reading Olympics competition. 

Students will demonstrate academic excellence and 

camaraderie, as they read and prepare for questions 

for over 40 books. A special thanks to all our teacher 

coaches. 

 

Fifth graders will spend time learning about the 

Holocaust during late April and May as part of their 

Social Studies’ lessons. They will also be learning 

more about the American Civil War and the Modern 

Era, including the Cold War. 

 

In Math, students have been busy finishing up Unit 8, 

a unit that focuses on the addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division of fractions and mixed 

numbers. The students also looked at percents of 

wholes and parts of sets, all necessary skills for their 

seventh grade year-long study of pre-algebra. Next up 

is Unit 9 with its challenges — four-quadrant 

graphing and area/volume studies. 

 

In Communication Arts, students have been 

writing compare-and-contrast essays. We are 

also working in Theme 5 of our Reading 

anthology. Besides the compare-contrast 
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Kind Club members, Tom Rourke, Imani Sanders, 

and Aiden Killeen, visit the 

Perkiomenville SPCA. 

focused studies in Theme 5, students will sharpen 

their listening comprehension, strengthen their 

vocabulary strategies, enhance their reading 

comprehension, and continue to improve their 

recognition, and use, of literary elements. Moreover, 

students will be reading Number the Stars by Lois 

Lowry as part of our Holocaust studies. 

 

And we’ve spotted light at the end of 

the tunnel ... We’ve emerged from our 

winter hibernation feeling energized, 

rejuvenated, and determined. We’ll 

soak up every ounce of this spring with 

sunshine on our shoulders, preparing 

for what lies ahead. So here’s where we’ve been 

recently... 

 

It's a good thing we're now familiar with rates, ratios, 

and proportions (Unit 8 Math), because now we can 

compare the number of indoor-recess days to outdoor-

recess days, and the outdoor days have a whole lot of 

catching up to do. 

 

Not only that, but we’ve made judgments, 

conclusions, compared-and-contrasted, and persuaded 

(Communication Arts Unit 5), so hopefully our pleas 

to the weather deities are convincing enough to grant 

us a wonderful summer season. 

 

We’ve learned of the dangers of poor decisions 

(DARE) and the 86 ways to say no, all while 

completely erasing wherever we’ve made a stray 

mark, showing our work or explaining our answers, 

and making sure that only one of the answers listed is 

the correct one, unless of course Part 2 refers to Part 

1; then, there may be two correct answers (PSSA 

Testing). 
 

So, that’s all for now. Be good and take care of 

yourselves and each other. 

 
 

 

From the Desks of 
Our Principals … 

 

ongratulations to students in third thru 

sixth grade — you’ve completed the 

PSSAs!   The end of the year is right around the 

corner, and we look forward to all the activities 

that are planned.  We’re especially excited about 

Field Day, which is scheduled for May 6
th

 (rain date 

May 13th).  Go, green and gold! 
 

Stephanie Viola    

Marie Salle Kim 

 
 

I think that I shall never see 
A billboard lovely as a tree 
Perhaps, unless the billboards fall,  
I’ll never see a tree at all. 

 

— Ogden Nash 

 
 
 
 

KIND Club — Caring for All  
Creatures … Great and Small 

Members of the CB KIND Club visited the 
Montgomery County SPCA in Perkiomenville.  

The group brought donations for the animal  

shelter, 

visited with 

the animal 

residents, 

and  

enjoyed a 

special 

educational 

program on 

the work  

of the 

SPCA. 
 

The KIND Club coordinated the annual Earth Day 

Grocery Bag Project at Copper Beech. Students 

decorated nearly 1,000 bags with earth-friendly 

messages and artwork. The bags are displayed and 

used at O'Neill's Market. 
 

For Earth Week, the club also did a cleanup of up the 

wetlands and wooded areas around Copper 

Beech. The club is working to apply for a 

bird-habitat certification for our school. 
 

—Mary Ryan 

KIND Club Advisor 

C 

6 



Copper Beech Parent-Teacher Association 

“Making Every Child’s Potential a Reality!” 

 

The 

Library 

Report   
 

any thanks to all of the wonderful families 

who support Lasting Remembrance Books. Your 

generous gift of $16.00 honors your child’s teacher 

with the purchase of a book for the library.  Your 

child will present the book to his/her teacher on CB-

TV and, of course, a dedication plaque is placed in 

the book.  In these days of shrinking budgets, your 

gift of literacy is appreciated not only by the faculty, 

but more importantly by our wonderful students! 
 

Our Reading Olympians, organized this year by Mrs. 

Hagan, have been reading up a storm, as have all the 

students of Copper Beech.  We’ve had 13,200 books 

circulate over the past two months.  Nothing makes us 

happier than to see books fly off the shelves! 
 

Of course, they fly back on to the shelves thanks to 

our fabulous parent volunteers.  We couldn’t do it 

without this dedicated group!  Thank you! 

 
Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff  

    

 
 

“A tree is 
beautiful, but 
what’s more, it 
has a right to 
life; like water, 
the sun and the 
stars, it is 

essential. Life on Earth is inconceivable 
without trees.” 

 
— Anton Pavlovich Chekhov 

 

A few Ways to Live  
Earth Day Every Day…  
 Walk or Drive … As the spring weather beckons 

us all to enjoy the outdoors, why not use some of 

that outdoor time to walk or bike one or two days 

a week to work? You’ll burn less fossil fuel and 

you’ll certainly burn more calories.    

 Drink Tap Water … Americans spend a lot of 

money on bottled water, more money than any 

other time in our history. But, according to the 

EPA, water from the tap is completely safe. And, 

less than 25% of disposable plastic water bottles 

are actually ever recycled. So save some money 

and tap that tap! 

 Shop with Reusable Bags … Reusable bags are 

not only good for the environment, but they are 

good for your wallet, too, as more stores are 

starting to charge a nominal fee for non-reusable 

bags.  Most plastic bags wind up in landfills or 

flying through the air on a windy day to end up 

who knows where.   

 Ditch the Plastic! …One of the easiest ways to 

reduce plastic use is to stop buying bulk plastic 

water bottles and instead invest in a 

refillable BPA-free water bottle that you can use 

again and again. Instead of accepting those plastic 

bags at the grocery, bring your own reusable bags, 

and utilize reusable containers for lunches instead 

of multiple plastic bags. 

 Conserve Energy … This is an easy one. Reduce 

energy by turning off lights or the television when 

you're not in the room. Open the windows and 

take advantage of natural light and air when you 

have the chance. Reminding everyone in your 

family to turn off lights and other electronics 

when leaving the room or when not in use is a no-

brainer. 

  
 

“Without the oceans there 
would be no life on 
Earth.” 

— Peter 
Benchley 
Author, Jaws 

M 

http://www.earth911.com/home-garden/plastic-bottle-birdhouses/
http://www.earth911.com/home-garden/plastic-bottle-birdhouses/
https://youchange.earth911.com/water.html

