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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
t’s hard to believe that Winter Break is already here!  It has be a very busy and fun-filled fall for our PTA and its 
wonderful volunteers.  There were some great events, and we hope that you were able to attend! A huge THANK YOU to 

those folks who have helped to make our recent fundraisers and happenings a huge success, especially, the coordinators: 

 Renata Nandlal and Jennifer Ricciardi, who led our Cherrydale fundraiser; 

 Melissa Keller  for her work with the Square One Art fundraiser; 

 Betsey Krol and Jen Hurley, who co-coordinated Hoagie Night; and 

 Wendy Kaye and Andrea Judge, who ran a record-breaking Book Fair!  

 

The PTA will be holding our Annual Movie Night featuring Despicable Me 2 on Jan 10
th
.  Admission will be a non-

perishable food item to donate to our local Abington Food Bank!  Last year, we donated over 300 lbs. Let’s keep it up! 

 

Mark your calendar for another awesome PTA event will take place on Jan. 24
th

 — Family Game Night!  It is always lots of 

fun for the whole family! We have lots of wonderful events planned for the New Year, so be on the lookout!  We hope to see 

you at our first meeting of 2014 at the Copper Beech Library on Jan. 9
th
 at 7:30 p.m.!  Have a magnificent holiday season! 

 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President 

Christine Strange, President-Elect 

 

  

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
We are easily reminded of the special tastes 
and flavors that come this time of year with 

our most recent Reading theme, Food. Stories 

about the origin of various foods and the 

observation of many family food traditions 

were easy to digest. 
 

In Math, we are counting forward to 50, counting 

backward from 15, and reading numbers in the teens.  

The students are gaining a stronger understanding of 

the concept of greater than and less than.  And, we 

are generating, continuing, and copying patterns. 

 

Kindergarteners prepared for the holidays by decorating 

gingerbread men and the like.  Children also enjoyed Polar 

Express Day. Students were allowed to come to school in 

their jammies to watch this Christmas classic.  Each child 

even got his or her own ticket to ride the train! 
 

The kindergarten teachers and students were thrilled with a 

great turnout for American Education Week.  

And, thanks to everyone for coming in for 

parent-teacher conferences.  Happy holidays 

from the kindergarten team.  We’ll see you in 

the New Year! 

 

I 

K 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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December is a magical month!  It has been 
quite a busy one too!!  The holiday season is 

in full swing, and the children are excited 

about what is to come.  This is a fun time of 

year as our students have an opportunity to 

learn about holidays around the world and to 

compare and contrast how different cultures celebrate. ‘Tis 

the season! 
 

It was a pleasure to meet with everyone during parent-

teacher conferences to discuss the academic and social 

progress of your child.  Everyone is working hard to 

accomplish first-grade learning goals.  We are very proud 

of the hard work and effort students are applying to grasp 

skills and concepts and we appreciate all of your continued 

support to help ensure success.  Thank you. 

 

Our Barnes and Noble Family Night was a big success!  

It was great to see so many families attend our Linking 

Learning to Literature extravaganza and to support our 

school effort to encourage reading as a pathway to 

knowledge across all areas of the curriculum.  It was a fun 

night. 

 

In the first-grade curriculum, we are continuing to teach 

new strategies, skills, and concepts that are the foundations 

for higher level learning and thinking and necessary skills 

for daily application both in and out of the classroom.  Our 

students are enthusiastic learners, and we look forward to 

their continued growth and progress.  

 

Currently, in our Treasures Reading Program, we are 

working our way through unit 3 entitled, Let’s Connect.   

Each weekly theme teaches skills and strategies that 

continue to develop and strengthen overall reading and 

writing skills. Please log onto the Macmillan/McGraw-

Hill website at, www.macmillanmh.com, for more 

information and interactive games to try at home. 

 

In the Everyday Mathematics program, we are working in 

unit 4 and learning about measurement and basic facts. 

Students will measure and compare lengths, review telling 

time on the hour, half-hour, and quarter-hour and practice 

learning about addition facts.  The Everyday Mathematics 

program can be accessed at www.everydaymath.com. 

 

Our Science curriculum for this term is Solids and 

Liquids. This unit provides students the 

opportunity to observe, describe, and compare 

solids and liquids.  Students will also learn about 

objects that sink, float, and solids that are 

attracted to magnets.   Experiments will be used 

to help students learn the differences and similarities 

between solids and liquids.  

 

In our Social Studies program, we will learn All About 

Earth.  The big idea in this unit is how do we learn about 

where we live? Children will also learn about natural 

resources, landforms, and the bigger connection between 

community, state country, continent, and earth.  Check out 

the website @ www.macmillanmh.com for a complete 

overview. 

 

Enjoy the magic of December! We thank you for all of 

your continued support to help ensure student success.  

Best wishes to you all for a happy, healthy, and restful 

winter break!  Season’s Greetings!!! 

 
Second graders have been very busy this 

past month. We have enjoyed reading stories 

about friendship. In Math, the children have 

been learning lots of new things. They have 

explored the many different ways to add two-

digit numbers. We are continuing to practice 

our basic facts on a daily basis. The students learned about 

the characteristics of soil during their Science experiments. 

They made compost bins in class and have been observing 

the changes that are taking place.  

 

During the month of December, the students will be busy 

working on secret holiday projects! They are very excited 

about the upcoming holidays. The second-grade teachers 

want to wish everyone a peaceful and healthy holiday. 

 
Our current unit in Math consists of facts: 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division. It helps the children to memorize 

and master facts if they utilize them beyond 

the classroom. Please encourage practice, 

games, and use of them throughout their day-

to-day activities. 
 

Our Communication Arts’ theme began with discussing 

foods from around the world relating to the story Stone 

Soup. The students love to talk about their own 

experiences with tasting new and interesting foods. The 

discussions are great. It helps the children realize there’s a 

world of foods out there ready for the tasting! 
 

We look forward to seeing our families as we 

progress through report card conferences. It is a 

great opportunity to discuss how your children are 

doing and what we can do to support them. 
 

We wish everyone a wonderful holiday season as 

well as a Happy and Healthy New Year!! 
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The fourth grade is looking forward to the 
start of Scrabble® practice after the holiday 

break. Starting in January, classes will initiate 

lessons on the best strategies for the game. 

The culmination of this practice is a 

Scrabble® tournament in which all fourth graders and 

parents participate in various Scrabble® competitions. The 

competition will occur in the Spring of 2014. 

 

In addition to preparing for the Scrabble® tournament, 

classes are on their way to starting a new Science theme, 

Electricity. Students will have a chance to experiment with 

various objects to see if they are conductors or insulators 

of electricity. 

 

As usual, make sure you keep practicing those basic math 

facts. It will be very helpful for students throughout the 

year! You can do games on the Everyday Math Online 

site, Compass Learning or Study Island. Make it fun for 

the whole family!! 

 

A special thank you goes out to Ms. Moran 
and Ms. Sutch for the time and effort they put 

into sponsoring our Student Council. Two 

representatives from each fifth-grade class 

were inducted into the Student Council, and 

we heartily congratulate all of our 

representatives and acknowledge the dedication and hard 

work they demonstrated in making our Annual Food 

Drive a big success. Kudos for a job well done! 
 

Our hall is alive with the sound of music! Students in 

Guitar Club and Drum Club are having a rockin’ time on 

Wednesdays, thanks to Dr. P., Mr. Haertsch, and Mr. 

Longwill. We are looking forward to future performances 

that showcase all they are learning. 
 

In Communication Arts, we have just completed unit 2, 

and are beginning our third unit titled, Turning Points. 

The unit explores such themes as The American 

Revolution, Women’s Suffrage, and Protecting the 

Environment. Through these topics, we will continue to 

draw conclusions and make inferences using story clues 

and personal knowledge, and differentiating between fact 

and opinion. 
 

FRACTIONS, DECIMALS, and PERCENTS! OH 

MY!!! In Math, unit 5 is about ‘parts of a whole,’ adding 

and subtracting fractions, and converting fractions 

to decimals and percentages. We will also be 

constructing and interpreting bar and circle 

graphs. Students should practice measuring in 

inches to the nearest 1/16 of an inch. Review 

those multiplication facts!!! 

The students, teachers, and instructional aides of the fifth-

grade wing wish you all a restful, peaceful, and enjoyable 

winter break! See you in 2014!!! 
 

We've hunkered down, and as of this writ-

ing, winter is setting in. Our beards are in the 

itchy phase, and our palms have achieved 

their calloused exteriors — badges from all 

that chopped firewood. 

 

So, as the sunlight dwindles and frost glazes our windows, 

here's a glimpse of where we've been, and where we're 

headed... 

 

We've multiplied and divided, graphed and evaluated, all 

of which set the stage for our most recent Math venture 

(Unit 4): fractions, decimals, and percents. 

 

We've identified all types of verbs — action, linking, and 

even helping verbs — and learned that not every verb 

shows an action. To be or not to be...that is, well, a linking 

verb! (Reading, Unit 3) 

 

We've distinguished between good and bad fats (Health, 

Nutrition) and even learned that fat doesn't necessarily 

make us fat. Wow! That’s something on which to chew! 

 

We've sailed the Nile, the Indus, and the Ganges (Social 

Studies, Unit 1), and saw some mighty civilizations off 

their banks, but man was it hot in those places! We hear 

that Greece is much more temperate, so that'll be a 

welcome relief (if not for all that war-between-the-city-

states nonsense.) 

 

So there it is! We'll see you a little farther down the line. 

You take 'er easy, dudes... 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 
Hey! Did you hear??  Our slogan has been chosen, and we 

want everyone to know that, YOU’RE 

GONNA HEAR US ROAR!!  The 

contest to select the best drawing to 

accompany the slogan has begun.  Be on 

the lookout for the winning 

artwork and artist. 

  

Fantastic Flapjacks! Thank you to 

everyone who came out to support the 

Sixth Grade at our Pancake Breakfast. We served 

6 

5 



Copper Beech Parent-Teacher Association 

“Making Every Child’s Potential a Reality!” 

 

over 400 people.  AMAZING!! We want to extend an 

especially big thanks to all of the parents and children 

who helped to make the breakfast such a great success. 

  

Activity Fee … If you have not yet paid your $50 

activity fee, please do so now. 

  

The Sixth-Grade Yearbook staff has 

been selected and will begin meeting in 

January. To be considered for the 

yearbook, email your sixth-grade 

pictures to copperbeechyearbook@gmail.com. 

  

Mark Your Calendar for these Upcoming Dates: 

Jan. 23
rd 

Talent Show 

March 2
nd 

Family Fun Night/ Roller Skating Party 

April 29
th 

Phillies Game 

June 6
th 

Sixth-Grade Field Trip 
  

As always, please feel free to contract any of us with 

questions or concerns! 

—Your Sixth-Grade Coordination Committee 

Susan Wasekanes - s.wasekanes@gmail.com  

Becky Donahue - btdonahue@comcast.net  

Judy Whisman - jwhisman17@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Desks of 
   Our Principals… 

We believe that all children can achieve excellence 
through the collaborative efforts of school and family.  

Thank you to all the families that attended the Parent-

Teacher Conferences and our Annual Literature Night at 

Barnes and Noble.  Many students read books and 

completed links in our accompanying activity, Linking 

Learning to Literature. 

  
Please remember that school is closed from December 23

rd
 

to January 1
st
.  We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing 

winter break, and we look forward to seeing everyone in 

the new year! 

 

Stephanie Viola    

and Marie Kim 

Copper Beech Elementary  

School Principals 

Winter News From Our 

 Reading Specialists … 
  
The reading team would like to thank all of the students 
who participated in the Linking Learning to Literature for 

Barnes and Noble Night. 
 

Here are some suggested reading 

activities to help you make the most of 

winter vacation.   

 

 Encourage your child to read 

every day.  With your child, 

record the number of minutes 

read on the calendar each day.  Count the number 

of minutes read each week and celebrate! 

 Did you know that 95% of what we read as adults 

is non-fiction?  Help prepare your child for the 

future by reading lots of informational books and 

articles.  Discuss the author’s purpose for writing 

the article or story, the important information 

learned, and the illustrations.  Your child may 

become an expert in a particular area! 

 Learn new and interesting vocabulary words 

together.  See how many ways you and your child 

can use the new words in discussions and writing 

activities. 
 

Most importantly, be proud of your child’s efforts.  Your 

child is learning and is excited to show you the progress 

made in reading, writing, and talking. Have a safe and 

literacy rich winter vacation! 

— The CB Reading Team, 

Ms. Watts, Mrs. Goldstein, & Mrs. Rink  

 
 

News from the Nurse … 
Each year, the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
requests school nurses to conduct height and weight 

measurements and to calculate Body Mass Indices (BMI) 

for students in grades kindergarten through 12
th
. After the 

students are screened, letters are mailed home informing 

parents of the results, along with recommendations to 

share this information with their health-care 

providers. If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact the health room at 

(215) 517-2747. 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
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The 

Library 

Report   
hank you to all for joining us at our “Linking 

Learning to Literature”-themed Barnes and Noble 

Book Fair.  The event was a huge success, and we thank 

you for your support.  What could be better than children, 

families and books – that’s what we call fun!  
 

Mrs. Hagan, Copper Beech fourth-grade teacher, is 

coordinating Reading Olympics again this year.  Reading 

Olympics is a county-wide program designed to promote 

and encourage reading.  This year, 4
th
 graders will join our 

5
th
- and 6

th
-grade students to compete against other 

elementary school students in Montgomery County at a 

special Reading Olympic night in the spring.  Over the 

next few months, students who participate in this voluntary 

program will read at least six books from a list of 45; meet 

routinely with their teams and coaches; become experts on 

their books; and have fun!  This is a wonderful way for 

book lovers to get together to share their love of reading 

with other students, as well as strengthen their reading 

skills.  Last year, Copper Beech sent 10 teams to the 

competition, and we hope to have 13 teams participate  

this year. 

 

We want to extend a special thanks to our wonderful 

parent volunteers and wish you all happy holidays.  

Remember, books make the best gifts!  

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff 

 
 

 
 

“Any book that helps a child to form a 
habit of reading, to make reading one 

of his deep and continuing needs, 
 is good for him.”  

— Maya Angelou 

 

 
 

Volunteer this Year and 

Lend a Hand in the Library  

Our school library is a BUSY place. With more than 1000 
children using the library every week, books sometimes fly 

off the shelves. Volunteering a little bit of time can make a 

BIG difference in helping to make our school’s library run 

more efficiently. If you can give as little as one hour every 

other week, you can volunteer at the school library and make 

a BIG difference!   
 

Contact Maureen Coyle @ 6coyles@verizon.net to volunteer. 

(Please note, Library Volunteers, on the subject line.  Sorry, 

younger siblings are not allowed to come in with 

volunteers.)   
 

 
“The good man is the friend  
of all living things.” 

—Mahatma Gandhi 

 
 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 

Several KIND Club members and their families drove to 
Conowingo Dam in Maryland on Saturday, Dec. 7

th
 to see 

a famous 

winter 

nesting site 

for birds of 

prey. The 

group saw 

several 

bald 

eagles, 

juvenile 

eagles, 

black 

vultures, 

cormorants, and blue herons. A highlight of the morning 

was the soaring overhead of two bald eagles — truly a 

once-in-a-lifetime experience! KIND Club joined Wyncote 

Audobon Society for this trip. Dr. Leigh 

Altadonna gave an informal presentation about 

the eagles and led the group on a river walk 

where other rare birds were sighted. 
 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 
  

T 
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