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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 
elcome back to a new school year at the Beech!  The PTA Board is looking forward to another wonderful 

year of exciting events and programs for our students.  We are looking forward to working with, not only 

the CB staff, but all of our families to bring some new ideas to our organization.   

This year we are continuing with our goal of increased volunteerism.  Please 

consider giving some of your time to get involved.  We have jobs that require 

only a few minutes and jobs that need a commitment of up to a few hours.  

Ask any one of our Board Members or Event Co-Coordinators how you can 

become a part of our team!   

Please know that your PTA is here to help you find the tools and resources 

you need to enhance your child’s education. We’re also here to give support 

and to act as a conduit for your engagement in parent involvement — the most important factor in student success 

in school.  Also, don’t forget about the resource library located in your PTA office.  There are books on various 

topics and, if you think something is missing, please let us know! 

We have two new Board Members this year!  Please help us welcome Courtney Clark as Treasurer and Ashley 

Brunetti  as Volunteer Coordinator.  Please check the district’s calendar for our meeting dates.  This year, we 

have a few Wednesday nights mixed in so, we hope everyone can join us!   

President, Nicole Gesing, the_gesings@msn.com 

President-Elect, Christine Strange, chris_strange@comcast.net 

Vice President 1, Steve Specht, fdmed7@yahoo.com 

Vice President 2, Jennifer Hurley, jhurley830@comcast.net 

Vice President 3, Wendy Kaye, aidankayesmom@comcast.net 

Recording Secretary, Louann Marinucci, marinucci2@verizon.net 

Corresponding Secretary, Claire Hays-Noonan, haysc@comcast.net 

Treasurer, Courtney Clark, courtneyclark534@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Coordinator, Ashley Brunetti, mattysmom114@yahoo.com 

Please contact us (or any member of the board) with any questions, ideas, comments, or concerns you may have. 

You may also contact CB-PTA by email at copperpta@yahoo.com. If we don’t have the answer to a question or 

concern, we will do our best to point you in the right direction to someone who does.  Be on the lookout for your 

membership packets!  If one doesn’t come home to you, please stop in YOUR PTA office and pick one up so that 

you can join! Mark your calendar for our First Trivia Night!  It will be held on Friday, Sept. 27
th

 at the North 

Penn VFW on Jenkintown Road.  Get your team of 8 ready!  More information will be coming home with your 

student!  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President 

Christine Strange, President-Elect 
  

W 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
The kindergarten teachers would like to 

welcome back all of our returning Copper 

Beech families with children now in 

kindergarten. And, to our new CB 

families, we are happy to welcome you to 

your new school.  
 

Our Reading themes this month are Start Smart and 

Family, an appropriate way to begin a new school 

year. This month, we will be working on identifying 

the settings of stories and making predictions. In 

Math, students will be counting forward to 35, 

counting backward from 10, reading numbers from 0-

10, comparing lengths, recognizing a penny, and 

matching one-to-one. 
 

Lunch for our all-day kindergartners has been going 

rather smoothly.  Parents, please remember to pack a 

snack separate from the children’s lunches to help 

the students stave off hunger throughout the day. 
 

Good News!  The Kindergarten team welcomes our 

newest member, Ms. Christina Chapple.  
 

Welcome back to Copper Beech, all 

returning students and families!  It is great 

to see everyone refreshed and ready to go 

as we begin our year together. We extend 

a special hello to all new first graders and 

their families.  We hope you like your new school and 

will feel “at home” here at The Beech very soon. 

There are seven sections to our grade level again this 

year, and no changes to the first-grade team of 

teachers. We all genuinely enjoy working together 

and look forward to a wonderful year ahead.  These 

beginning days have been such happy, positive ones 

with your youngsters.  They have been busy 

learning classroom and building routines 

and procedures.  Students have also enjoyed 

seeing returning friends from kindergarten 

and meeting new classmates for this year.  

We showed wonderful CB CARES behavior 

at the second-day-of-school assembly with our new 

principal, Ms. Viola. 
 

The first-grade teachers enjoyed meeting parents at 

our recent Open House Night.  It was a pleasure to 

share all of the exciting activities and learning that is 

ahead this year for your youngsters. Throughout 

September, students have explored ways in which 

they are unique and special in our first Reading unit, 

All About Us.  In Math, we reviewed number skills 

begun in kindergarten.  Students also learned how to 

use tally marks as a quick and easy way to record 

information.  This skill has been helpful throughout 

our Science unit on Weather.  
  

We will keep you posted each month on our grade-

level activities, themes, and special events.  Copper 

Beech is the place to be when September arrives.  So 

welcome back and get ready for a GREAT year of 

learning! 
 

The second-grade teachers would like to 
welcome everyone back to school.  We 

are happy to have Mr. Falcone join the 

second-grade teaching team. Mr. Falcone 

comes to us from third grade and is 

looking forward to a wonderful school year. 
 

The second graders have been learning new routines 

in their classrooms.  They have also been busy 

sharing exciting things they did over the summer.  

The students have already begun their first Reading 

theme entitled, Relationships.  They will be reading 

exciting fiction and non-fiction stories about 

relationships they have with their family, friends and 

members of their community.  Ask your second 

graders about a few new Math games they’ve 

learned.  These games are a great way to review 

computational skills.  Finally, our second 

graders know that in order to become better 

readers this year, they need to read each and 

every night!  
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Welcome back to our third-grade 
students and families.  We hope that you 

enjoyed a relaxing summer together! 
 

In Communication Arts, we began our 

year with the New Beginnings theme, a 

perfect opportunity for reading and discussing how 

we feel as we start something new.  Our first story 

was First Day Jitters, and they loved the ending.  

Please talk to them about this and how the story 

dramatically changes from the beginning to the end. 
 

In Math, we began with our Numbers Museum and 

the concept that numbers are all around us.  The 

children love the first few lessons that included a 

Number Hunt.  This is something that could also be 

done at home and in your community.  Students are 

amazed at how numbers really are all around us. 
 

In Social Studies, we began by discussing 

government and the role that it plays in our lives. We 

discussed the three branches of government and how 

they work for us.  We also read about and discussed 

how to be good citizens in our school, home, and 

surrounding communities.  It was wonderful to see 

how many of the children already demonstrate being 

good citizens by doing service-learning activities. 
 

In Science this year, we will be learning about rocks 

and minerals, chemicals, and seeds and plants.  These 

are all interesting and fun lessons that the children 

love to participate in as the year progresses.  We also 

have a Briar-Bush naturalist come in to present on 

these topics when possible. 
 

We look forward to our new beginnings and hope that 

you all have a great start to the school year. 

 
The fourth-grade team would like to 
welcome our new families and students 

to a new year filled with learning and 

fun!  We would also like to say hello to 

our newest additions to the fourth-grade 

team, former fifth-grade team members, Mrs. Hagan 

and Mr. West.  Here’s to an awesome fourth-grade 

experience for both!  
  

Fourth grade begins the first marking period 

with the Ecosystems unit in Science.  We 

will be housing snails, mosquito fish, 

crickets, and roly poly bugs in our 

ecocolumns to study life in the pond ecosystem.  

Students will see the importance of documenting and 

making observations, as well as investigating 

inquiries.  A great big THANK YOU to the families 

that will help us get the soda bottles prepared for the 

ecocolumns — your assistance is important in getting 

started in a timely fashion.  
 

In Math, we will be starting the year with Geometry.  

Unit 1 focuses on identifying, drawing, and labeling 

lines, segments, rays, and angles.  The unit also 

covers a review of polygons, such as trapezoids, 

hexagons, and parallelograms. Ongoing practice with 

basic multiplication facts at home and in school is 

extremely important this year.  Two- and three-digit 

multiplication and division will be taught this year, so 

basic fact knowledge is key to moving on to more 

difficult problems.  Practice a few facts each night for 

automaticity.  Students are asked to take home their 

reference books (SRB) to help with homework if 

needed, so if you don’t see it and need it, remind your 

child to bring it home.  The Everyday Math website 

we talk about at Open House is also a wonderful 

resource to use. 
 

Language Arts challenges the students to identify the 

main idea, locate the problem of a selection and find 

the solution, make inferences, evaluate character, 

setting, and plot, and to summarize a story.  Students 

will also learn to compare and contrast, summarize 

and use sequencing.  Students will be writing a 

personal narrative as well, so keep the pencil  

supply stocked!   
 

Social Studies begins with lessons on the Consti-

tution, then moves on to the geography of 

Pennsylvania.  Students will be learning about 

Pennsylvania’s landforms, water systems, climate, 

and resources.  These skills will be used shortly to 

create a map of Pennsylvania.  Our home state is the 

focus of the fourth-grade Social Studies curriculum. 

 

Finally, in Health, students are learning about 

themselves and their classmates through various 

projects on responsibility, goal-setting, and 

self-awareness.  Remember, a healthy lifestyle 

involves not only staying physically fit, but also 

doing things that keep our mind and 

relationships with others “in shape” as well.   
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We wish to welcome back all of our 
returning students and extend a special 

welcome to our new students and families 

to Copper Beech.   Thanks to all students 

and parents for being ready to learn and 

for bringing supplies and tissues. Fifth-grade teachers 

also wish to thank the PTA for their generous support 

of our school, the teachers, and our students.   
 

We would like to welcome the newest teacher to our 

fifth-grade team, Ms. Amanda Costa.  She attended 

Bloomsburg University for her undergraduate studies 

in Elementary and Special Education, and she  earned 

her  Master’s Degree in Education and Reading 

Specialist Certification from Cabrini College.  She 

taught third grade with the Pennridge School District 

and Extended-Day Kindergarten and fifth grade with 

the Souderton School District. Last year, she joined 

the Abington School District and taught fourth grade 

at Rydal Elementary School. She is excited to be a 

part of Copper Beech Elementary School teaching 

fifth grade for the 2013-2014 school year! 
 

Students have had fun during our first month learning 

about the U.S. Constitution for Constitution Day, 

sharing summer reading book reviews on this year’s 

Reading Olympics books, and playing a math game 

we will revisit throughout the year, Factor Captor.   
 

Here are some highlights of our current units of study: 

 In Unit 1 of Math, students are learning about 

number theory, which includes prime and 

composite numbers, square numbers, factoring, 

rules of divisibility, and exponents. Students will 

play a variety of games to strengthen math-

factoring skills and understanding of the 

properties of whole numbers. 

 In Reading, students will continue to develop 

reading strategies and vocabulary skills as they 

read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry about different 

kinds of challenges and how people face them. 

Students will be learning how to express 

themselves with different kinds of sentence 

structures and writing personal narratives.  
 In Social Studies, our introduction to American 

history looks at the exchange and conflict  

between European and Native American  

cultures in the 15th century, and later  

colonization of the Americas by Europeans.  

 In Science, all classes will be studying a unit titled 

Microworlds, in which students will strengthen 

observation and communication skills in science; 

learn how to use optical tools to expand our range 

of observation, including magnifying lenses and 

microscopes; how to prepare slides, and the 

characteristics of one-celled organisms.  
 

We are looking forward to year of academic, 

personal, and social growth for our students. 
 

Is it really September again? Well, as 
James Taylor so eloquently put it, "a few 

more geese are gone, a few more leaves 

turnin' red..,." so I guess not all is so bad 

with the arrival of another fall. 
 

The sixth grade is happy to welcome to our unit 

former second-grade teacher, Mr. Oldham. We’re 

certain he will bring great energy and enthusiasm to 

our wing. 
 

We sixth graders are rapidly getting back into the 

swing of things. Take Math for instance; we're 

reviewing how to find data landmarks (mean,  

median, mode).    
 

Our initial Reading unit has required us to break 

down stories into their most basic components: 

characters, setting, and plot. I know I've promised it 

before, but I think this is really the year those skills 

are put to use and the first-ever Copper Beech Sixth-

Grade Pulitzer Prize Winner is awarded! Parents, 

personal narratives have been assigned; ask your 

kids about them). 
 

Oh … and how could I forget the introduction to 

Early People (Social Studies, Unit 1). They speak a 

little weird, wear severely outdated clothing, and they 

smell funny, but somehow they’ve managed to 

survive with sticks and stones. (So…iPhones are not 

actually vital for survival!) 
 

And in Health, we're making sure to maintain a 

positive self-image. Repeat several times,  

    "You is kind, you is smart, and you is important." 

       Thanks for The Help, Ms. Aibeleen.  

         Until next time, CB...keep your rakes handy 

           and the cider warm...I feel a chill in the air! 
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6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 
Welcome to Sixth Grade!  We have a great year 
planned for our sixth-grade students.  This year,  

your coordinating committee is Becky Donahue,  

Barbara-Ann Schwartz, Susan Wasekanes, and  

Judy Whisman. 
 

Communication … In order to get all updated 

information about our activities and 

fundraisers, please email us at 

cb.6thgrade@gmail.com. Enter your 

name, email address and best contact phone 

number as soon as possible. 
 

Activity Fee … Each child in sixth grade is asked to 

pay a $50 activity fee.  A flyer has been 

sent home explaining what is included 

in the fee.  Please place your payment 

in an envelope marked 6
th

 Grade.  If 

you are paying by check, you can 

make it payable to CB 6
th

 Grade.  Have 

your child take it to the PTA office and place it in the 

box marked, 6
th

 Grade.   
 

Back-to-School Night … Sept. 23
rd

 is back-to-

school night.  The committee 

will be having a parent meeting 

in the cafeteria from 6:30 to 

7:00.  We will be able to 

answer questions, collect 

activity fees and discuss all the exciting 

activities we have planned for this year.  We will also 

have sign-up sheets available if you are interested in 

volunteering with the fundraisers and activities.  

Please feel free to contact us at the above email 

address with any questions.  
 

—Your Sixth-Grade Activities Committee 
 

 
 

From the Desk of 
Our Assistant Principal … 

Welcome to all of our new families to Copper 

Beech, and welcome back all our returning 

families for the 2013-2014 school year. Look out 

for the new faces at CB, including our new 

principal, Mrs. Viola!   We’re thrilled that school 

has started and look forward to an exciting year as 

part of the Copper Beech community.   
 

Don’t forget our Open Houses scheduled for this 

month:  Sept. 16
th

 for Grades K-2 and Sept. 23
rd

 for 

Grades 3-6.  Both nights start at 7 p.m. 
 

KidStuff Coupon Savings Books are now on sale and 

available for $25 at the school’s main office.  This is 

the school’s fundraiser for student activities.  The 

book includes valuable 

coupons and savings for 

all families. 
 

As a reminder, the “S” in 

CARES is especially 

important during arrival 

and dismissal. Please pull 

forward in the driving lane 

(in Parking Lot A) when dropping off and picking up 

your children. Dropping off and picking up your 

children in any other location is a safety issue.  
 

Remember: C.B. C.A.R.E.S. (Cooperation, +Attitude, 

Respect, Empathy, Safety), and you should too! 

Marie Salle Kim 

Assistant Principal 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

(215) 884-9816 
 

 

News from the Nurse … 
Welcome Back!  . . . Calling all parent volunteers! If 
you are at school more than 10 hours a week, a PPD 

test is required. Our school physician, Dr. Susan 

Packer, will administer the test at Abington Senior 

High Health Suite (ext. 2382). Please pick up an 

authorization form from the principal’s office and call 

the senior high to schedule an appointment. If any 

volunteer has had a negative PPD result within the 

past year, his or her physician may complete the form 

as well.  If you prefer, volunteers may go to their 

private physician to have the test administered. Also, 

the health room is in need of sweat pants for boys or 

girls, sizes 6 and 8. Please think of us as you clean out 

your closets. Thanks! 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary 

School 

mailto:cb.6thgrade@gmail.com
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The 

Library 

Report   
elcome to the library! Mrs. Julia McGettigan 

joins our library staff this year. Mrs. 

McGettigan has worked in the district as a classroom 

teacher and recently completed her master’s degree in 

library science.  She is here at Copper Beech all 

week, with three days in the library and two days 

teaching in the APEX program with Mr. Sergio.  

And, we welcome back, Mrs. Patrice Harris 

(librarian from Willow Hill Elementary School), who 

is here again this year on Wednesdays only.  
 

We want to say Bravo! to all of our families who 

participated in the Summer Reading Club at the 

Abington Free Library.  There were 127 students who 

completed the program.  We hope it was a fun and 

rewarding way to cement the habit of reading in 

your children’s lives. 
 

We are very grateful that many of our library 

volunteers are returning to us and are happy to 

welcome any new parents who would like to help.  

We’ll provide on-the-job training. Please contact 

Maureen Coyle, volunteer coordinator, to sign up.  

Your children will enjoy seeing you in school and 

your help makes our busy library run smoothly. 
 

We look forward to an exciting year in the library!   

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff, Librarian 

 

Volunteer this Year and 

Lend a Hand in the Library  

Our school library is a BUSY place. With more than 

1000 children using the library every week, books 

sometimes fly off the shelves. Volunteering a little 

bit of time can make a BIG difference in helping to 

make our school’s library run more efficiently. If 

you can give as little as one hour every other 

week, you can volunteer at the school library and 

make a BIG difference!  Contact Maureen Coyle @ 

6coyles@verizon.net to volunteer. (Please note, 

Library Volunteers, on the subject line. Remember to 

mention what day/time you would like to volunteer.  

Sorry, younger siblings are not allowed to come in 

with volunteers.)   
 
 

From Our Reading Specialists … 
Why not take advantage of a few of the programs 

 the Abington Free Library has to offer this fall? 

 Friends’ Fall Book and Flower Sale …  

Saturday, Sept. 28, 2013  

 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

on the sidewalk in front of the  

Abington Free Library, 1030 Old York Rd., 

Abington, PA 19001 

 
 Dog Gone Good Readers 

3 Saturdays — Oct. 5
th

, Nov. 2
nd

 & Dec. 7
th

 from 

10:15 to 10:45 or 11:00 to 11:30 a.m. 

Dog Gone Good Readers is for children 

who have completed grades 1-5.  The 

children will have an opportunity to read to 

a therapy dog.  Bring your own book or 

choose from a selection provided by the 

library. Children must sign up in advance; 

registration for all sessions will begin on 

Monday, Sept. 16
th

.   Sign up in the Library’s 

Children’s Department or call (215) 885-5180, ext 28.   

Children do not have to attend all three Saturdays. 

Location- Abington Free Library Community Room 
 

Remember, library programs are FREE! Check out 

the library’s website for both you and your children 

— www.abingtonfreelibrary.org.  

 

The CB Reading Team, 

Mrs. Goldstein, Mrs. Rink, and Mrs. Watts  

 
FYI:  Please email your submissions for the  

PTA Cougar Chronicles to 

6coyles@verizon.net in Word format only.  

Please note on subject line as   

 “Newsletter Submission.”  

          —  Maureen Coyle  

Newsletter Coordinator 
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