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s the school year comes to an end, we want to extend thanks to so many people who helped to make this 

another wonderful year at the “Beech”.  Our hope is that everyone had an opportunity to enjoy some of the 

events that the PTA provided.  We cannot thank our volunteers enough!  We couldn’t have done it without you. 
 

Our Board will be changing for next year, and while we are sad to see so many wonderful 

people leave us, we are also excited about the new members who will be joining us.  A 

special thank you goes out to Jennifer Hurley, Wendy Kaye and LouAnn Marinucci for 

all of your hard work and dedication to our PTA Board.  All of the hours you put in did 

not go unnoticed! It is hard to believe that after two years, we will be saying goodbye to 

our current President.  Nicole has done an amazing job and will certainly be missed by 

everyone as our fearless leader!   
 

We are going to be sending out PTA information in August so, be on the lookout.  It will 

contain lots of good information that you will need for the 2014-2015 school year, including your membership and 

directory forms!  Have a safe and happy summer! 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President, the_gesings@msn.com 

Christine Strange, President-Elect, chris_strange@comcast.net 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Join us in congratulating our 200 Club 

Winners: Charlie Winter, Owen Konopka, 

John Wilson, Nicolas Covelusky, Zene Colt 

and Michael Rhaney from Mrs. Bowlin’s 

class; and Brennan Byrd from Mrs. 

Nicholson’s class. 
 

The kindergarten classes enjoyed a field trip to Solly Farm.  

The children played a game of food-version Fear Factor, 

planted some seeds, learned all about bees and baby chicks, 

and took home a cup of fresh strawberries. Kindergarten 

published stories in the Publishing Center.  Mrs. Bowlin’s 

end-of-year celebration was a Nursery Rhyme Tea Party. 

The children recited Nursery Rhymes and received their 

books that were created in the Publishing Center. 
 

The teachers want to thank all the parents that came in 

throughout the school year for parties and/or 

projects.  Your presence was truly 

a gift! 

What an amazing year we have 
shared together in first grade!  

Despite the ‘Winter of 2013-14’ with its many snow days, 

our students have learned much as we’ve celebrated 

birthdays, lost teeth, measured our changing heights, built 

3-D shapes and polygons, and discovered the wonders of 

our planet.  We have become readers, mathematicians, 

authors, and budding scientists! 
 

We wrap up June with some special events and 

celebrations.  As we complete our final Reading unit, Let’s 

Discover, it is clear that our students have discovered much 

and acquired many valuable skills.  We have enjoyed 

building and maintaining our woodland and freshwater 

habitats in science.  It has been exciting to watch our 

organisms grow and even witness some new life occurring 

in our tanks. We have recorded much of what we have 

observed, as our reading and writing skills have grown 

throughout the year.   
 

Our Authors’ Celebrations were wonderful 

opportunities to showcase these writing skills.  What 

a joy to watch each youngster take pride in sharing 

his original work!  We want to extend many thanks 

to our Copper Beech PTA and Publishing-Center 
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volunteers, who make this annual event possible for our 

students.  This special event ended with classroom parties 

as a great way to cap off our time together.  The first-grade 

teachers enjoyed meeting with families one last time before 

our summer break.   
 

We encourage all of our youngsters to read, read, read over 

the summer months.  They are well prepared for the 

challenges that second grade will bring.  Enjoy a safe and 

happy summer.  We look forward to seeing everyone back 

at The Beech in September!  

 
The second-grade teachers are all finding it 

hard to believe that second grade is officially 

coming to an end!  It has been such a 

wonderful year full of fun and learning, and 

we can’t wait to hear about all of the 

successes that our students have as they enter third grade 

next year! 
 

Over these final weeks of school, the second graders have 

been wrapping up many activities from throughout the 

year.  We completed our final Communication Arts unit, 

which was full of stories revolving around the theme of 

Expressions.  In addition, the students completed a 

compare-contrast essay, their final writing workshop of the 

year.  It is amazing to see how far their writing skills have 

come since September!  Our Science studies also ended 

with some major excitement, as we had the opportunity to 

release our Painted Lady Butterflies into the butterfly 

house at the Briar Bush Nature Center.  It was a fantastic 

trip! 
 

Students celebrated all the hard work and dedication that 

they put into their Publishing Center stories at our 

celebration on June 12
th
.  It was great to see so many 

families and friends who came to share the special day. 
 

We wish everyone a happy, safe, and relaxing summer.  

We hope it doesn’t fly by too fast!  Don’t forget to keep up 

with your daily reading time throughout the summer  

 

WOW! It is so hard to believe that we are 
coming to a close of this school year. It is 

both exciting and bittersweet, as we look 

forward to the summer, reflect back on third 

grade, and look ahead to fourth grade. We 

hope that your children feel a sense of pride 

with their accomplishments of the year. Please 

use this time to enjoy your families, friends, and 

hopefully some adventures. We encourage you 

to include weekly trips to the library. They offer 

some wonderful summer programs, of which 

each child should take advantage. In addition to 

reading and responding to literature, they should 

also study math facts. They will have a better 

understanding of the math to come with a solid fact base. 

Over the summer, some children lose what we have worked 

so hard to teach, and they have worked so hard to learn. A 

way to avoid this is for you to continue with reinforcements 

throughout the summer. Have them keep a summer journal, 

play math and word games, read books along with them so 

that you are familiar with the content, and take advantage 

of free tours and activities that are offered in our area. We 

wish you a happy, safe, and fun-filled summer! 

 

Wow! Can you believe it? Another year is done! In these 

last few days, we will be saying goodbye until 

September. We wish all of our students the 

best in fifth grade. 
 

Our fourth graders are completing animal 

studies in Science. We’ve learned so much 

about the African dwarf frogs, fiddler crabs, and 

millipedes. Now it’s time to adopt these critters and send 

them to their new homes.  
 

In Math, we will be finishing unit 11 and starting the end-

of-year assessments. In Reading, we end the year reading a 

great non-fiction piece about the amazing ant.  
 

Students completed their country research reports, and we 

all enjoyed their presentations and the multicultural food 

celebration on the 11
th
. There were so many delicious 

dishes with flavors from all over the world! 
 

In Social Studies, we finished the year with the Civil War 

and Pennsylvania’s Industrial Revolution. Thanks to all of 

you who were able to make it to Pennsbury Manor with us 

for our field trip. What a great experience we had learning 

about what life was like back in William Penn’s day.  
 

A special thank you to the art staff here at CB for setting up 

our Abington Arts Center trip. The students had a 

wonderful morning viewing the outdoor sculptures and 

then creating their own masterpieces to take home.  
 

One last thank you to our homeroom liaisons and parent 

helpers. The fourth-grade team appreciates all you’ve done 

to make the year go a little more smoothly! Best wishes to 

all of our fourth-grade families. Have a super summer 

vacation! 

 
What a year of accomplishment this fifth-

grade journey has been! Students have been 

challenged to read longer, more demanding 

texts, perform complex math problems, think 

deeply about history and science, write 

essays, stories, and poems, complete 

sophisticated independent projects, and navigate 

new technology! At the beginning of the year, 

2 

5 
3 

4 



Copper Beech Parent-Teacher Association 

“Making Every Child’s Potential a Reality!” 

 

there were probably a few tears at the daunting demands of 

fifth grade, but our students have met the challenge, and are 

ready to move up to the esteemed status of sixth graders! 
 

Our last few months have been busy. In Math, we have 

been learning about algebra, solving equations with rules, 

formulas, and variables, constructing linear graphs, and 

learning about Pi. We also explored three-dimensional 

geometry, with hands-on explorations in finding the 

volume of various shapes.  
 

In Social Studies, we have learned about the Holocaust 

through historical analysis, first person accounts, and 

historical fiction. In Language Arts, we have been working 

on the higher-level reading strategy of evaluation, as we 

examine author’s point of view, justify judgments, and 

identify persuasion techniques. We have also had fun with 

words from mythology and those with Latin and Greek 

roots. The culminating event of the month was the proud 

presentations of students’ Million Dollar Projects. 
 

The fifth grade would like to thank the PTA for sponsoring 

our field trip to Fort Mifflin on the Delaware. We would 

like to express our thanks for all the help this year from our 

room parents. The fifth-grade teachers and students 

appreciate the time you devote to helping us out in so many 

ways. 
 

Remember to keep reading all summer. Research shows 

that if students read at least five books over the summer, 

they won't lose the gains they made all year! 

  
And so it was...that the sixth-grade class of 

2013-2014 reaches its final destination, only 

to prepare to embark on a new journey... 
 

We recapped pretty much everything in last 

month's edition, so I'll be quick... 
 

● June 2
nd

:  Instrumental Concert was held...good times 

were had by all …  

● June 6
th
:  Mt. Laurel, NJ FunPlex was visited, and a 

better time would be hard to come by (I mean, who doesn't 

want to play laser tag for four hours straight? Or bowl for 

that long? Or drive around in pseudo-circles?) 

● June 13
th
:  The sixth-grade class received its recognition 

for awesomeness 

● June 16
th
:  The sixth-grade class said farewell to Copper 

Beech... 

So be your name Buxbaum, Bixby, or Bray...or  
Mordecai Ali Van Allen O'Shea...you're off to 

great places, today is your day...your mountain is 

waiting...so, kids of 19038...GET ON YOUR 

WAY! Make it happen, sixth graders, and make 

us proud! 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 

So, another year has come and gone, and our sixth 

graders are moving on. We’ve enjoyed some 

wonderful events this year and most 

recently… 
 

The sixth-grade field trip to the FunPlex was 

great!  The weather was perfect, and all the 

kids had a great time. 
 

The Sixth-Grade Recognition Ceremony was 

held June 13
th
 at 1 p.m.  Our end-of-year 

party was celebrated June 16
th
 in the gym .  

 

Thank you to all of the parents who helped 

us out this year. It was a pleasure working 

with you! Good luck to all our sixth 

graders now and in the future.  We will miss you at CB. 

  —Your Sixth-Grade Coordination Committee 

Susan Wasekanes - s.wasekanes@gmail.com  

Becky Donahue - btdonahue@comcast.net  

Judy Whisman - jwhisman17@gmail.com 

 

 
 

From the Desks of 
   Our Principals… 

This has been a very exciting school year!  There have 
been great times, and we have accomplished many things 

this year.  We would like to wish you all a very happy, 

healthy, and safe summer vacation. To those of you 

returning to Copper Beech in the fall, please remember that 

class assignment letters will be mailed out in August, and 

we will see you in September!   To our sixth graders and to 

those not returning to Copper Beech, we wish you all the 

best in your future endeavors! 

  

Stephanie Viola    

and Marie Kim 

Copper Beech Elementary  

School Principals 

 

 

 

“The time to relax is when  
you don't have time for it.” 

— Sydney J. Harris 
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The 

Library 

Report   
Dear Parents, It’s time to say thanks to all of you for the 
help and support you give the library throughout the year.  

This year, however, “Thank You” isn’t a big enough word.  

Because of your support, we have new beautiful electric 

shades.  As stunning as our two-story cathedral window is, 

it did present problems when using technology on a sunny 

day!  The shades will surely provide an even better learning 

environment for our children. 
 

In addition, we’d also like to thank you for your support of 

Reading Olympics.  Copper Beech was able to include 

fourth graders in the program, register 13 teams, and buy 

additional copies of the Reading Olympics books for our 

fabulous team members. 
 

A sincere thank you goes to all of our wonderful parent 

and grandparent volunteers.  This year students borrowed 

over 61,600 books — that is a lot of reading (and a lot of 

shelving!)  We simply couldn’t operate the library without 

you! 
 

Many thanks to all of the wonderful families who support 

“Lasting Remembrance Books.”  Your generous gift 

honored your child’s teacher with the purchase of a book 

for the library. This gift of literacy is appreciated not only 

by the faculty but also by our students! 
 

Lastly, a heartfelt thank you goes to Maureen 

Coyle.  Maureen has been coordinating our parent 

volunteer program for nearly 12 years — longer than I’ve 

have been at the library!  She organizes schedules for the 

largest library volunteer program in the district, welcomes 

new volunteers, organizes training sessions, sends out 

updates and monthly schedules.  And she does it all with a 

smile and a kind word for everyone.  Over these years, 

Maureen has become not only a friend to the library, but a 

friend to all of us in the library.  Thank you, Maureen, from 

the bottom of our hearts!   
 

On behalf of Mrs. McGettigan, Mrs. Harris, Mrs. 

DiSantra, we wish you a wonderful summer, with 

lots of time for reading! 

 

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff 

  

 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 
he KIND Club celebrated another year of promoting 
kindness and compassion to all creatures, 

responsibility for the humane treatment of animals and the 

environment, and service to the community. Members in 

fourth through sixth grades were active in several projects 

this year. We thank the school staff and parents who also 

contributed to our accomplishments. These were some of 

our activities this year: 
 

● We collected over 100 pounds of pet food and supplies to 

benefit the Montgomery County SPCA. 

●  Chimp Haven in Louisiana is home to chimpanzees that 

have been released from laboratory research. Members 

assembled a care package of treats and toys for the chimps 

in their new home. 

● Students and Ms. Ryan contributed over 200 hours of 

service learning at the Forgotten Cats Adoption Center and 

clinic 

● We ran a "fish-friendly" Goldfish game at the Spring 

Fair, with fish coupons redeemable at PetSmart and other 

fish treats. 

●  The Copper Beech wetlands are home to several species 

of amphibians and birds. We collected bags of plastic 

debris and trash while learning about the environment. 

● We took two Saturday field trips this year. We visited 

Connowingo Dam in Maryland to see the bald eagles and 

other rare shorebirds, and we visited the Perkiomenville 

branch of the Montgomery County SPCA to learn about 

the work of the humane society in a rural area. 

● Students also explored and wrote letters about 

Pennsylvania animal cruelty laws, puppy mills, spaying 

and neutering, horse slaughter, and healthy vegetarian 

foods. 

 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 

 
Kind Club 

members help to 

clean up 
Copper Beech 

wetlands.  
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