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pril is National Volunteer Month, so it is the perfect time to talk about how volunteers impact our Copper 

Beech Community. The PTA relies on volunteers – both PTA members and non-members – to help staff or 

run activities to make them a success.  We try to keep the “fun” in fundraising with 

activities such as Fall Festival, Spring Fair — but, the fun has a very serious purpose.  

Without volunteers like you, we can’t raise money. Thanks to our Copper Beech 

Family, the Spring Fair was a huge success this year!  We 

use the money raised to provide some of the programs that 

our students and you, their parents and guardians, have come 

to expect — programs such as: subsidies for class field trips, 

Briar Bush education programs, Donuts with Dad, Muffins 

with Mom, Field Day, Author Visits and the Publishing 

Center.   

The PTA Board is going to have quite a few new faces for the 2014-2015 school year.  

A special thanks goes out to Katie Small, Tanya Pham, Dave Clark and Colleen 

Rourke for joining our Board.  Also, many thanks to Claire Hays, Ashley Brunetti and 

Courtney Clark for continuing to serve on our Board.   

We are always looking for new ideas and new opportunities to bring exciting programs to our school community.  

Please consider getting involved! 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President, the_gesings@msn.com 

Christine Strange, President-Elect, chris_strange@comcast.net 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Please join us in congratulating our  
200 Club Winners from the last  two 

months: Abi Gardo, William Moran, Ava 

Fullerton, Harry Bates, Brian Luskin, 

Riley Cieplinski, and Elijah Carr from  

Mrs. Bowlin’s class.  
 

Our Reading themes, Plants and Amazing Creatures, are 

just the right subjects for this time of year.  So, too, have 

been our Science topics.  The children have 

been planting flowers and learning about the 

Earth.   
 

In Math, kindergarteners are sharpening their 

skills in the following areas: money 

recognition and use; counting by 2s, 5s and 10s; 

measurement; writing numbers in the 80s, 90s and 100s; 

reading digital and analog clocks; and 

addition/subtraction. The students painted tee shirts to 

commemorate their time here in kindergarten and were 

proud to wear them on Field Day 2014. Thanks to 

everyone for coming and cheering on our aspiring 

athletes. 

 

April … Spring has finally arrived 

after a long, cold, and snowy winter. 

It is hard to believe that we only have 

a month left of the 2013-2014 school 
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year, but we certainly aren’t finished yet.  April was a 

busy month, full of lots of learning and fun-filled 

activities. First-grade students were eager to start their 

final Science unit, Organisms.  Students learned about 

water and land plants and animals.  As an extension on 

this unit, students visited the exciting Academy of 

Natural Sciences. 
 

In Language Arts, we had quite a few fun themes, 

including, How Does It Grow — which was all about 

learning what plants grow near us, and also about plants 

that are grown to provide nutritious food. We have just 

finished working on our Geometry unit in Math, which 

is always so enjoyable.  As we enter the last marking 

period, we will begin to work with dollar bills and 

making change.  Shortly, we will be introducing 

fractions to our students.  
 

After much hard work, the children have completed their 

Publishing Center stories.  They are eagerly doing the 

illustrations and awaiting our Publishing Center 

celebration next month.  Further details will follow as 

the date for the event draws near. It was great to see the 

students and their families at the Spring Fair and Field 

Day. 

 

May … During March and April, each of the first-grade 

students created, drafted, edited and published an 

original story.  After wrapping up their visits to the 

Publishing Center in late April, the first graders are very 

excited about receiving their books for illustrating! The 

entire process is truly an exciting and enriching 

experience for all of the children.  They also can’t wait 

to share their completed stories, as well as enjoy a 

refreshing drink and sweet treat as a reward for all of 

their hard work, at individual classroom Author’s 

Celebration events.  Thank you to all of the parents who 

volunteered in the Publishing Center this year! 

 

As the students geared up for Field Day in May, the 

first-grade teachers were presented with a wonderful 

opportunity to emphasize CARES behavior, as well as 

the value of perseverance.  Encouraging the children to 

work hard at tasks and put forth great effort in all that 

they do will also help them to continue to stay focused 

until the end of the school year and make a 

smooth transition into summer vacation!  

Perseverance does pay off! 

 

Looking forward to the summer vacation will be 

easy for the first-grade students!  Culminating a 

rigorous and demanding, yet very successful reading 

curriculum for first graders will be stories such as Cool 

Jobs and Sand Castle.  In addition to the comprehension 

and word skills the students will inevitably learn in 

reading and discussing these stories, they will 

undoubtedly be thinking about the time they will be 

spending with their families this summer – it’s just 

around the corner! 

 

April … Second graders have been very 
busy these past few weeks! Our latest 

Reading theme, Discoveries, features some 

great fiction and non-fiction stories. We 

even focused on the art of writing a play! 

The students worked on learning about the different 

roles and jobs that go into creating a play. 

 

In Math, we have recently completed units on fractions 

and measurements. We are currently focusing on 

decimals and place value. The children have been 

heavily engaged in all of these units. They especially 

love the Everyday Math games that go along with the 

various lessons. The hands-on math practice has been 

extremely beneficial. 

 

In Science, we are greatly anticipating the arrival of our 

caterpillars. This particular unit in second grade is 

always a favorite. The students will be able to watch the 

transformation of caterpillars to butterflies right before 

their very eyes! 

 

We are all looking forward to the upcoming trip to Briar 

Bush to release the butterflies. We were happy to have 

good weather for both field day and the spring fair. It’s 

so nice to get out and enjoy such great spring weather! 

 

May …The month of May had a very busy start. We all 

had a great time at the Morris Arboretum for our field 

trip. We were able to explore the arboretum and learn 

many new things. In Math, we have been working with 

money, and making change. We have continued to 

examine our caterpillars in Science. The Students are 

eager to see the transformation of the caterpillars into 

butterflies. We have also been working very 

hard in Library, doing our research projects. 

The students are learning the steps of research, 

and we are looking forward to seeing the end 

result. Field day just recently passed, and it 

was a huge success. The weather was beautiful 
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and the kids had a great time. The green team edged out 

gold this year, but in the end it did not matter who won, 

as long as we all showed CB CARES. 

 

Third grade is currently reading about 

heroes. The children love to discuss this 

topic and present who the heroes are in their 

lives. It is a great time to celebrate our 

Armed Forces and local heroes; firefighters, 

police officers, doctors and nurses. This 

topic is a great conversation starter for home in order to 

make connections between community, home, and 

school. 

 

During our current Math unit we are continuing with 

Multiplication/Division skills. It is important for the 

children to make real-life connections in or for them to 

remember and apply the facts. Keep studying!!!!! Fact 

power goes a long way. 

 

We thank our PTA for the Physics assembly. The 

children enjoyed it and loved taking part in the 

presentation. 

 

We are getting ready to plant seeds in our classrooms. 

This relates to our Seeds and Plants Science unit. 

Hopefully, we will have nice weather that will allow 

children to observe growing outdoors, as well as indoors. 

 

Third grade ended their Reading for the Gold reading 

incentive with a fun celebration. The children who 

completed six reading logs were able to snack on water 

ice and pretzels. They also played a grade-level game of 

musical chairs. It was fantastic!! Thanks to Mrs. Viola, 

Mrs. Kim, Mrs. Johnson and our reading staff for 

helping to encourage the reading and organize the 

celebration. 

 

First of all, the fourth-grade teachers 

would like to thank all of the parents for the 

wonderful Teacher Appreciation gifts. You 

have no idea how much your thoughtfulness 

is appreciated!  

 

The students are now swinging into their 

Spring activities. The classes had the 

opportunity this year to visit the Abington Art 

Center. After a grand tour of the sculpture 

garden, students created their own works of 

art with recycled materials. You never 

know…we might have the next Donatello right here at 

CB! 

 

Right now, students are in the midst of Animal studies in 

Science. Observing Fiddler Crabs, Dwarf African Frogs, 

and millipedes (yes, you heard right…millipedes), the 

students are beginning to understand how the structures 

of a creature’s body are vital for the survival in its 

environment. Be prepared, you might soon be adopting a 

critter!  

�Š  

We are currently working on a cultural heritage research 

report, researching a country of our heritage or interest. 

Flags and maps are being created, and students are 

enjoying sharing interesting facts about their country as 

they are discovered. The fourth grade will share 

delicious foods representing their country with 

classmates and parents on Wednesday, June 11th, in the 

Café A. Trust us when we say, you will want to bring 

your appetite to this event! 

 

April … Fifth graders are celebrating 

Spring and looking forward to the 

conclusion of the PSSAs! All of the hard 

work and strategy learning that students do 

every day really pays off. The test requires 

students not just to know answers, but to explain and 

justify their thinking and to communicate clearly. These 

are all important academic and life skills! Following the 

Reading and Math PSSAs, our students will then take 

Writing PSSAs, in which students must compose for 

various purposes and audiences. It’s a long week and we 

know their arduous preparations will pay off 

handsomely. 

 

Congratulations to all of our Reading Olympiads! Many 

fifth graders represented Copper Beech during this 

year’s Reading Olympics competition. Students 

demonstrated academic excellence and camaraderie as 

they read and prepared for questions for over 40 books. 

A special thanks to all our teacher coaches.  

 

Fifth graders have also spent time learning about the 

Holocaust during late April and May as part of their 

Social Studies’ lessons. They have also been 

learning more about the American Civil War 

and the Modern Era, including the Cold War. 

 

In Math, students have been busy finishing up 

Unit 8, a unit that focuses on the addition, 
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subtraction, multiplication, and division of fractions and 

mixed numbers. The students also looked at percentages 

of wholes and parts of sets, all necessary skills for their 

seventh grade year-long study of pre-algebra. Next up is 

Unit 9 – 4-quadrant graphing and area/volume studies. 

 

In Communication Arts, students have been writing 

compare and contrast essays. We are also working in 

Theme 5 of our reading anthology. Besides the compare-

contrast focused studies in Theme 5, students will 

sharpen their listening comprehension, strengthen their 

vocabulary strategies, enhance their reading 

comprehension, and continue to improve their 

recognition, and use, of literary elements. Additionally, 

students will be reading Number the Stars by Lois 

Lowry as part of our Holocaust studies. 

 

May … Fifth graders continued their journey through 

American history during their visit to The Valiant 

Defender, or Fort Mifflin. Students experienced what 

life was like for a Revolutionary War soldier and learned 

about the importance of the Fort during the 

Revolutionary War and the Civil War. The students also 

observed a musket and cannon demonstration. They had 

fun exploring the recent archaeological discoveries of an 

underground cell dating back to the Civil War. A big 

thanks to the PTA for supporting this worthwhile 

educational experience for our 5th graders. 

 

In Math, students have been busy working on Unit 10, 

Using Data; Algebra Concepts and Skills. Throughout 

this unit, students will work on algebraic expressions 

containing variables, rules, tables, and graphs, and 

circumference and area of a circle. In Unit 11, students 

will explore three-dimensional geometry. Each class is 

also engaged in The Million Dollar Project, a project in 

which students select a worthy theme and research 

expenses toward a project such as a sports camp, 

homeless shelter, restaurant, or studio. 

 

In Communication Arts, students have been writing 

compare and contrast essays. We are also working on 

our last theme in our reading anthology titled, Great 

Ideas. In this theme, we will read about great ideas and 

the surprising results they may bring about. 

Additionally, students will be reading Number 

the Stars by Lois Lowry as part of our 

Holocaust studies. 

 

As the year comes to an end, we would also 

like to thank the parents for their support throughout the 

year. We wish all of our Copper Beech families a safe 

and peaceful summer. 

  
April … We'll make this quick — gotta 

make hay while the sun's shinin'! (Just 

imagine I'm speaking like the guy at the 

auction.) Deep breath... 

 

We've exercised our minds and muscles (The Games of 

the 6th Grade Spring Olympiad, April 17), putting all 

our hard work to use while cooperating on group-

oriented tasks...(deep breath)  

 

We've used our understanding of equivalent fractions to 

solve rates, ratios, and proportions (Math Unit 8) and 

determined that the dollars-per-gallon rate down at 7-11 

is superior to that of Lukoil...(deep breath) 

 

We've read and determined author's purpose, compare-

and-contrasted, made judgments, conclusions, and 

inferences (which all seem to be pretty much the same 

thing) even without being told outright by the author 

which must mean that we're becoming better readers 

(Communication Arts Unit 5)...(deep breath) 

 

We've determined the ways to say NO (DARE), figured 

out what is and is not matter (Science -- and yes, that 

does matter;) all while prepping for Field Day (May 7) 

and the All-District Track Meet (May 23) and yes, that 

little groundhog was right, but he's in our rear view, and 

all that's in our present scope is sunshine...(deep breath) 

 

So, until next time, take care of yourself...and each 

other...and be sure to wear plenty of SPF-50 or up. 

 

May … What a long, strange trip it's been... But a great 

trip, as it always is. We've traveled the globe (at least in 

books), exercised our minds (in all manners of speaking) 

and our bodies, and this sixth-grade journey is just about 

over. But when one journey ends, a new one is ripe for 

the pickin'...so let's recap our most recent stops... 

 

Our work with rates, ratios, proportions, and models 

(Math Unit 8) has led our students to begin discussions 

of designing the first human-sized version of the 

iPhone. Pretty soon, you may being seeing 

groups of life-size iPhone "teenagers" sitting 

together without saying a word, checking their 

status updates...on their own screens! 

6 



Copper Beech Parent-Teacher Association 

“Making Every Child’s Potential a Reality!” 

 

We've also brought all of our reading skills together, 

culminating in the ability to make inferences, draw 

conclusions, and make judgments (all the same, really), 

interpret authors' purposes and perspectives, determine 

characters, settings, and plots, figure out metaphors and 

symbolism, all while summarizing everything in a 

concise manner. In other words, we're actually 

READING! 

 

We were also mesmerized by stories of the Holocaust 

(Social Studies/Communication Arts), realizing just 

what can happen when bigotry and prejudice go 

unchecked. 

 

We're armed with information and knowledge, and those 

things; we can honestly say that the seventh-grade 

journey that awaits will be no sweat. So until next time, 

take care of yourself...and each other. 

 
 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 

On April 4th, the sixth grade enjoyed the Spring Fling 

Dance at the Knights of Columbus.  

Thanks to Bernadette Cabry for 

organizing and running the event.   

Also a big thanks goes to all of the 

parents that chaperoned the event. 

  

On Tuesday, April 29th, Copper Beech 

families showed there spirit at Citizens Bank Park.  OH 

the NY Met's are gonna Hear Us Roar as 

the sixth-grade slogan goes. 

  

The Sixth-Grade Recognition Ceremony is 

scheduled for Friday, June 13th at 1 p.m.  

More information will be coming home in the 

next couple of weeks. 

  

End-of-year party is scheduled for 

Monday, June 16th.  The children 

will have a catered lunch in the 

gym and a dance party will 

follow.  More information will be 

coming home in the next couple of 

weeks. 

  

Phillies Update … Phillies game was cold and 

rainy, but all who attended had a great time. 

Thank you to all who purchased 

tickets!!!  Because we sold over 500 

tickets, our own CB sixth grader, 

Melissa Ring, was able to throw out the first pitch.   

Way to go, Melissa.   

  —Your Sixth-Grade Coordination Committee 

Susan Wasekanes - s.wasekanes@gmail.com  

Becky Donahue - btdonahue@comcast.net  

Judy Whisman - jwhisman17@gmail.com 

 
 

 

From the Desks of 
   Our Principals… 

Congratulations to students in third through sixth 
grade—you’ve completed the PSSAs!   The end of the 

year is right around the corner, and we look forward to 

all the activities that are planned.  We especially enjoyed 

Field Day, which went off successfully on May 7th.  Go, 

green and gold!   

Stephanie Viola    

and Marie Kim 

Copper Beech Elementary  

School Principals 

 

News from the Nurse … 
Looking ahead . . . In the next month, physical forms 

due for next school year for sixth grade will be sent 

home to the current fifth grade. Dental forms due for 

next school year for third and seventh grades will also be 

sent home to the current second and sixth grades.  Think 

of the health room as you clean out your closets. We are 

in need of sweat pants sizes 6, 8, and 10 for the health 

room. Thank you! 
 

If you have kept medication in school for your child this 

year, please arrange to have it picked up by you or a 

responsible adult before June 16th, or it will be 

discarded. Also, if your child will need medication in 

school for next year, you will need a new prescription/ 

medication policy for the 2014-15 school year. The 

medication policy can be found on the Abington School 

District website under Administration and 

pupil services. Thank you and have a safe 

and happy summer! 

Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 
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