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pring is around the corner, or at least it says so on the calendar!  The PTA is busy, busy, busy getting ready for our 
biggest event of the year!  The next big event is our Spring Fair on Saturday, May 3

rd
!  The Spring Fair is 

always a great event and fun for the whole family.  We are still looking for volunteers and can use 

lots of extra hands for setup, cleanup and the day of the fair.    We will be looking for donations for our 

baskets; each grade will have a theme.  Be on the lookout for information about advance ticket sales!  It’s 

a great way to get a jump start on the day! 
 

We had a great “Shamrock Dance” for our boys and their special someone!  Thanks to Katie Small and Cyndi 

Judge for coordinating!  A great time was had by all who attended! We couldn’t have these wonderful events 

without volunteers like you! 
 

Don’t forget to download and complete your child’s Service Learning Log from the Copper Beech website.  The logs are due 

May 1
st
. (http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/info.shtml) 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President, the_gesings@msn.com 

Christine Strange, President-Elect, chris_strange@comcast.net 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Winners of the 200 Principals club were: 

from Mrs. Bowlin’s class, Samantha Morton,  

Tierney Hill, Jillan Baum, Isabella 

McClatchy, Robby Bilus, and Ava Fullerton. 
 

Everyone enjoyed being a little Irish for our 

St. Patrick’s Day celebration. Did you know that the 

tradition of wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day originated 

in the 1600s with the wearing of shamrocks and green 

ribbons in memory of Ireland’s patron saint?     
 

In Math, classes continue to hone their skills in graphing, 

measuring, adding and subtracting, in addition to 

recognizing and adding various coins and paper money.  

The students can now read and recognize numbers to 100.  

Our Reading themes have been Weather and Plants, 

appropriate topics as we enter April and turn our focus to 

Earth Day.  In Science, students planted a variety of seeds 

and investigated different woods from our area.  

Seuss is on the Loose … In March, kinder-garteners 

celebrated  many of the Dr. Seuss stories through art 

projects, read-alouds, and all things Seuss-

sational! Also, students were invited to participate 

in a Wacky Pajama Day on Friday, March 8
th
!  

The children could wear a pair of mixed-up, 

mismatched pajamas to school! 

Yes, we have celebrated the 100
th

 day of 
school!  Hard to believe, but it was lots of 

fun!!  March is another busy month filled with 

lots of learning and fun-filled activities.  We 

have celebrated Women’s History Month and 

St. Patrick’s Day.  We kept our eyes peeled 

for those leprechauns!   
 

The first-grade teachers would like to thank all the parents 

who attended conferences.  It was so nice to meet with you 

and discuss your child’s progress.  Our first-grade students 

are eager to begin the third marking period and the 

beginning of spring.   
 

What a great time to start the final Science unit, 

Organisms.  Students will learn about water and land plants 

and animals.  As an extension on this unit, students will 

have a wonderful time visiting the Academy of Natural 

Sciences. In Language Arts, we are moving on to Unit 5 of 

the Treasures Reading program.  The unit theme is 

entitled, Adventures All Around.  We are working our way 

into Unit 7 in the Everyday Math program, with 

a concentration on three-dimensional geometric 

shapes, as well as ongoing practice with 

previously learned concepts and skills.  Our final 

Social Studies unit is all about Citizenship, and 

Health will address Safety and Injury Protection. 

S 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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We are truly looking forward to seeing everyone at the 

Spring Fair and Field Day. 
 

Good-bye winter, hello spring!  We are 
looking forward to many interesting and fun 

lessons for our final marking period — 

butterflies, Publishing Center — just to name 

a few. We know that all of our second 

graders have been working so hard this 

winter. Publishing Center will continue this month with the 

personal narrative topics.  We are eagerly awaiting the 

chance to illustrate our finished products and share them 

during our big celebration! 
 

In Language Arts, we will begin Unit 5. Some topics 

include author’s purpose, compare and contrasting, and 

main idea and details. We will also begin working on 

expository writing.  
 

We will begin our final Science unit, Butterflies!  We will 

watch their life cycle progress into a beautiful butterfly 

and, as a culmination of the unit in the spring, we will visit 

Briar Bush to release our butterflies! We cannot wait. It 

will be an exciting time! 
 

In Math, we began our journey into the world of Fractions 

with Unit 8. The topics we have been working on include: 

equivalent fractions, comparing fractions, naming 

fractional parts as well as solving and writing number 

stories.  

 

March was another busy month in third 
grade. We were surely happy to have less 

‘snow stress.’ 
 

We began our month with conferences. This 

was a good time to discuss progress and set 

goals for the remainder of the year. We appreciate parent 

input and support. When there is partnership, there is 

success!  Children continued to Read for Gold. Most 

children have been reading each night and writing about 

the stories on their new logs with great enthusiasm. We are 

wrapping up and will end with a celebration for those who 

completed their logs. Congratulations to those who worked 

very hard to strive for gold! 
 

The focus of our recent Math unit was Multiplication and 

Division. Beyond this unit, we strongly encourage that the 

children engage in studying, practicing and playing games 

that involve these concepts. Mastery is expected as they 

move into fourth grade. We will also continue in 

their classrooms. 

 

This weather is making us think 

about spring, but hang on!  Don’t 

let spring fever get the best of you! 

Remember to show your CB CARES behavior and to 

complete your assignments on time. 
 

Our fourth graders are completing the PSSAs at the end of 

the month. Congratulations on all of your hard work 

preparing for the testing this year. 
 

In Math, we have completed Unit 7 and will be moving 

into Unit 8. Some of the topics that we will cover in this 

unit include finding area and perimeter of given shapes by 

counting unit squares, then using formulas to calculate area 

and perimeter. In Health, we are starting our unit on 

Nutrition, Fitness, and Disease. Can your child identify the 

essential nutrients needed for a healthy body? Are they 

reading labels, exercising more, and watching what they 

eat? Encourage them to stay active and to try new healthy 

foods, especially vegetables and fruits! Put a little ‘spring’ 

in your step! 
 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the events 

leading up to the American Revolution and the formation of 

a new government, changes in transportation and moving 

westward, and the War of 1812. In Science, we’re 

preparing for the animal invasion! Watch out for our 

aquatic frogs, fiddler crabs, and millipedes. They will be 

swimming, scurrying, and crawling into all of our 

classrooms. Be sure to ask the kids about these interesting 

creatures. 
 

In Language Arts, we are starting unit 5. Skills include 

summarizing, using an index, using figurative language, 

and differentiating between fact and opinion. We’ve also 

covered adjectives in their comparative and superlative 

forms, analogies, and antonyms. These skills will be 

explored through reading fiction and nonfiction text 

selections in our anthology. 
 

Fifth Graders are celebrating spring! All of 
the hard work and strategy learning that 

students do every day will pay off in the end. 

The test requires students not just to know 

answers, but to explain and justify their 

thinking and to communicate clearly. These 

are all important academic and life skills! Following the 

Math and Reading PSSAs, students do the Writing PSSAs, 

in which they must write for various purposes and 

audiences. They are expected to write in three different 

styles: narrative or story mode, persuasive, and 

informational. 
 

In Math class, students are continuing their study 

of big numbers and fractions and will be starting a 

unit on algebra. In Social Studies, students are 

finishing up the American Revolution or the Civil 

War, and are looking forward to a grade-level trip 

to Fort Mifflin. In Science, we’ll be investigating 
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food chemistry, and testing for starches, fats, and proteins. 

 

Is that grass I'm seeing under that existential 
blanket of white? And so it is — that little 

varmint from Punxsutawney was right, but he 

wasn't able to completely stop the revolution 

of the Earth entirely. (He'd have to be Mighty 

Mouse to pull that off.) 
 

So as the Earth’s tilt grants us a little more direct sunlight, 

here's what's been happening on our journey... 
 

Parents, don't be alarmed if you're having trouble 

remembering junior high algebra (Math Unit 6), because 

that's what your children will need some assistance with as 

they determine the values of x, y, and even z (the last of 

which I don't particularly like; it looks too much like a 2). 
 

We've also been determining author's purpose and 

perspective, comparing-and-contrasting, and finding facts 

and opinions (Reading Unit 4). Believe it or not, 2 + 2 = 5 

is a fact, just an incorrect one. (This winter stinks -- an 

opinion, though you'd find many supporters of that one.) 
 

We've also traced our algebra studies back to the early 

Islamic empire (Social Studies Unit 3), so if you or your 

children are having difficulty with some homework, take it 

up with the sultan. 
 

Well, that's about it. Don't forget to erase all stray marks 

and answer only one of the 4 answer choices, and work 

until you see the STOP symbol at the bottom of the page 

(PSSA, March 24-31). Keep your powder and your pants 

dry, and we'll see you when those trees are in full bloom!!! 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 

The sixth grade had a great time at their ice skating 

social on Feb. 23
rd

. 
  

On Sunday, March 2
nd

, Copper Beech 

families came out to roller skate in 

support of sixth-grade activities.  A good time 

was had by all. 
  

Our bowling social took place at Thunderbird 

Lanes this past month. Thanks to the more 

than 90 students who came out to ‘strike’ up 

some fun. 
  

The Phillies Fundraiser is Tuesday, April 29
th

.  

We’ll be cheering on the Philadelphia Phillies as they 

go bat to bat with the New York Mets.  Game time is 

7:05 p.m.; the cost of tickets is $17. You can order 

your tickets on-line only at  

www.phillies.com/copperbeech.  Click on the "T" icon and 

enter promotion code: COPPERBEECH.  Ticket sales were 

scheduled to end March 29
th
.  We’ll be seated in the 

Terrace Deck in sections 301-305. And, by the 

way, it's also DOLLAR DOG NIGHT!!!!  A 

portion of all tickets sold goes back to Sixth-

Grade Activities. Any questions, contact Susan 

Wasekanes at s.wasekanes@gmail.com.  
  

Activity Fee … If you have not paid your child’s $50 

activity yet, PLEASE do so ASAP! 
 

  —Your Sixth-Grade Coordination Committee 

Susan Wasekanes - s.wasekanes@gmail.com  

Becky Donahue - btdonahue@comcast.net  

Judy Whisman - jwhisman17@gmail.com 

 
 

 

From the Desks of 
   Our Principals… 

This year is March-ing right along. March begins our 

third and final marking period for the 2013-2014 school 

year. More than any other year, we are excited that the cold 

and snowy winter is soon ending and spring is approaching. 

This month, we celebrated Women’s History Month. We 

had many exciting features on CB-TV highlighting the 

accomplishments of women in this country.   
 

Also, students in grades 3 thru 6 will take the PSSAs. 

During testing weeks, please make sure you have a good 

night’s rest and a healthy breakfast.   We are confident that 

everyone will do their BEST on the TEST! 

Stephanie Viola    

and Marie Kim 

Copper Beech Elementary  

School Principals 

 

News from the Nurse … 
Head lice! Yes an unpleasant topic at best. The good news 
– it is treatable. As parents, it is always a good idea to 

check your child’s hair often for head lice. Please notify the 

health room if your child and/or children do get head lice, 

and we will check the classroom(s). If head lice are found 

at school, parents of the student(s) will be notified, and the 

affected student(s) will be picked up from school. The 

student(s) may return to school after recommended 

treatment.  Confidentiality is a top priority with 

all cases. By following the above steps, we 

have been able to keep the number of cases to a 

minimum. If you have any questions or need 

information regarding head lice, please call the 

health room.  Also please update skyward if 
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your emergency phone number(s) and/or contact 

information changes. Thank you! 

Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

From Our Reading Specialists … 

READING ALOUD … Reading aloud with your child is 
one of the best ways to help your youngster succeed in 

school.  Here are some tips to keep in mind. 

 Everybody makes mistakes. If you make mistakes 

when reading aloud, your child will realize that it's 

okay for them to do so too. 

 Involve your youngster in the story. Have her/him turn 

the pages and take turns reading. 

 Try changing your voice to show the character's 

feelings — joy, sadness, fear. It will certainly make the 

story more exciting. 

 Remember that you are helping your youngster learn to 

enjoy reading. Try different types of reading materials, 

such as comic strips, magazines, and poetry. 

 Most importantly, enjoy the time you're spending with 

your child.  

The CB Reading Team, 

Nancy Goldstein, Lynne Rink, and Robin Watts  
 

The 

Library 

Report   
We were all gold medal winners in the library this month!  
Physical Education, Art and Library classes collaborated on 

the Olympics.  In library, students researched winter sports, 

countries and continents as we followed the 2014 Olympics 

from Sochi.  We graphed gold medal winners on a 

beautiful chart made by Mrs. Julia McGettigan. 
 

Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 are busy preparing for the 

Reading Olympics Competition which will be held on 

Wednesday, April 22
nd

.   Thanks go to the PTA for 

supporting the purchase of additional books for all of our 

readers!  PTA also supports this valuable program by 

covering registration costs.   Thank you! 
 

Additionally, fifth graders are busy reading four 

grade-appropriate books and passing four 

Accelerated Reader quizzes to earn participation 

in the   March Madness reading promotion.  
Those who meet the goal will be playing 

basketball or going to a dance party. As always, a special 

thanks to our wonderful parent volunteers.  15,485 books 

circulated since the beginning of 2014 and they shelved 

them all! Obviously, this busy library could not survive 

with our volunteers!   
Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 
The KIND Club wishes to thank the families and staff of 
Copper Beech for their generous donations to our pet food 

drive to benefit the Montgomery County SPCA. We 

collected over a hundred pounds of cat and dog food, in 

addition to towels, treats, and cleaning supplies. Thank you 

for showing CARES to animals and our 

community! 

 

"The great pleasure of a dog is that you 

may make a fool of yourself with him and 

not only will he not scold you, but he will 

a fool of himself too." — Samuel Butler 
 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 

Women’s History Month 

A Time to Remember 
 

In 1964, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act banned discrimination 

in employment on the basis of race and sex. The Act also 

established the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

(EEOC) to investigate complaints and impose penalties on sex 

discrimination. 

 

 

“Never limit yourself  

because of others' limited 

imagination;  

never limit others because of your 

own limited imagination.” 

 

 — Mae Jemison, Astronaut 

Service Learning Logs are 

due on or before May 1
st
. 

   


