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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 

he weather has certainly made us all hope for spring so, let’s get ready for some upcoming spring events!  We will be 

looking for lots of help over the next few months, as we get into the busiest season for our PTA.   
   

Our Movie Night was an amazing success.  Everyone had a great time watching Despicable Me 2, and our CB 

family donated over 500 pounds of food to the Abington Food Pantry.  The pantry was in dire need after the 

holidays and very appreciative of what our families provided! 
 

We would like to thank Priscilla Patterson, Merri Rullo and Sue Wasekanes for putting together a 

fabulous night for our young ladies and their special person at the Sweetheart Dance!  The gentlemen 

of CB are not forgotten.  Boys Night Out is going to have a Sham-‘rock’ Theme and is coming up on 

March 14
th

.  It is going to be a fun night for the boys and their special someone. 
 

With spring upon us, the Spring Fair is right around the corner.  Natalie Franklin is our Spring Fair Coordinator, and she is 

going to need lots of help to make this event a success.  The Spring Fair is on May 3
rd

, and the planning is already under 

way!  We are still looking for Captains and volunteers for this fabulous day of fun.  Please let us know if you or your high 

school student would be interested in assisting for a few hours that day.   We need all of our families to get involved in order 

to make this event a huge success.  

 

The PTA wishes to thank all of our families who send in our Labels for Education.  Through that program, we were able to 

get items from the wish list for art, gym, and a camcorder for the PTA's use!  Way to go, CB.  And a big thank you to 

Bridget Turner for coordinating this program.  Please continue to send in those labels. 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President, the_gesings@msn.com 

Christine Strange, President-Elect, chris_strange@comcast.net 

  

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
Please join us in congratulating our 

Principal 200 Club Winners: from Mrs. 

Nicholson’s class, Brennan Byrd and Audrey 

Pachuta; from Mrs. Bowlin’s class, Cole 

Young; and from Ms. Chapple’s class, 

Daulton Larr. 
 

All of our kindergarten classes will be celebrating the 100
th

 

day of kindergarten! The children decorate 

special commemorative tee shirts to marking this 

elementary-school milestone. 
 

Students have begun writing their books for 

publishing in the PTA’s Publishing Center. We 

were sorry that the weather didn’t cooperate with our 

Valentine’s Day parties.  We hope everyone enjoyed this 

special time with their loved ones, despite the snow, wind 

and icy rain!  
 

In Math, we are counting to 70 and skip-counting by 5s and 

10s. We are continuing to graph and measure, while all the 

while, we are learning to read time using both analog and 

digital clocks.  The children have been honing 

their coin recognition, noting the difference in 

value and appearance of the penny, nickel, dime, 

and quarter.  And, in Reading, we are working on 

two themes — Animals and Neighborhood.  

T 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  
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February is going to be an extremely 
exciting month with so many special things to 

look forward to! This month we will be 

celebrating our 100
th
 day of school with a 

variety of reading, writing, and math 

activities.  First grade is reading stories about famous 

United States presidents and courageous African 

Americans who have helped shape our country. Many 

classes are completing research projects to further expand 

our horizons about the famous leaders from our pasts. In 

Science, we are working on our Solids and Liquids unit, 

where we are completing many interesting experiments. 

The first graders have also been working hard on their 

publishing stories and look forward to seeing their books in 

the spring! 
 

In Reading, we are beginning our next unit about nature, 

and we will spend a week reading and writing stories about 

birds. Students will make inferences and focus on main 

idea and details in each story.  We are sure this unit will be 

a rockin’ robin good time. In Math, we are working on fact 

powers and mastering counting with money. The children 

are finding rules and patterns in counting. Additionally, 

students are comparing different coin combinations. In the 

next unit, the digital clock will be introduced, as well as the 

Everyday Math’s My Reference Book.  Each day the 

amount of progress that each child makes is truly amazing!  

 
Second grade has been very busy this past 
month. We have been trying to plow through 

all of the material. In Science, we are working 

through our balancing and weighing unit. 

Using beams and fulcrums, students have 

compared the weights of objects and have 

learned how to place objects in serial from lightest to 

heaviest. The students will be using their knowledge about 

balancing to construct colorful mobiles. 

 

With all of the snow days this month, we are trying to work 

through our publishing-center stories. Personal narrative is 

the genre for the stories. The students will work hard in the 

upcoming weeks to complete their stories and carry their 

writing pieces to the publishing center! After the books 

have been typed and returned to the authors for 

illustrations, the Publishing -Center volunteers will bind the 

books. We are all very eager to see the finished products.  

 

In Math, Unit 7 concentrates on four themes: number 

patters, computation, measurement, and data analysis. 

We are continuing to examine patterns on a number 

grid, which will help students prepare for 

multiplication. In this unit we also will collect and 

represent data using frequency tables and bar graphs. 

Hopefully we are finished with all of the snow days!! 

 

Third grade continues to work through our 
curriculum despite the stormy weather. In 

Math, we have progressed through the 

Geometry unit with an attempt to apply the 

contents to our everyday lives. Creating 

geometric shapes in the snow has been a 

favorite. In Communication Arts, we have moved into 

Volume 2 of our series. The first story was What's 

Cooking and allowed for great discussion about favorite 

foods and our cultures. Students also had an opportunity to 

create their own menus of favorite dishes. Some of us have 

had a visit from Briar Bush to discuss Seeds and Plant 

Growth based on our Science units. 

 

We hope that everyone is staying warm, has power and has 

enjoyed the extra time home with family. 

 

Students are excited about our Electricity 

lessons. We’ll be learning about the parts of a 

light bulb, making our own filaments, testing 

circuits, making switches, and so much more. 

 

In Math, we are going to be finishing up unit 

6 and reviewing for the midterm. The midterm reviews all 

of the skills and concepts taught up to this point. Watch for 

practice sheets to review with your child. Students will be 

reviewing in their classrooms as well. 
 

Language Arts’ lessons include identifying and evaluating 

the author’s purpose, comparing and contrasting, 

summarizing and sequencing story events. Please continue 

to review any weekly assessments with your child, paying 

particular attention to open-ended responses. Students 

should be answering these questions clearly with the use of 

story details. We will also be continuing to prepare for the 

upcoming PSSAs using fiction and non-fiction 

comprehension practice. 
 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the French and 

Indian War, the events that led up to the colonies 

separating from Great Britain, the Declaration of 

Independence, and Pennsylvania’s role in the American 

Revolution. 

February is Black History Month.  

Our Reading curriculum has featured 

award-winning fiction stories and 

nonfiction articles on African 

American history and civil rights.  

We have been exploring the 

accomplishments of celebrated African 
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Americans throughout American history with the use of 

videos, literature, and class discussion.  We participated in 

the African American Read-In on Feb. 21
st
, during which 

classes read books by African-American authors and about 

topics relating to African-American history and culture. 
 

In Math, Unit 7 will cover topics such as exponential 

notation, the order of operations, and the addition and 

subtraction of positive and negative numbers. Winter is a 

great time to talk about positive and negative numbers as 

we watch the mercury rise and fall!     
 

Students are positively buoyant about our current Science 

unit, Floating and Sinking, where they are exploring 

variables, calibrating measuring tools, building boats, and 

learning about nature and technology.  In Social Studies, 

classes are wrapping up units on the American Revolution, 

and beginning a unit on U.S. Expansion and the West. 
 

Our Reading Olympics teams are busy reading the 

extensive book list for this year’s Montgomery County 

Reading Olympics competition to be held on April 22
nd

 at 

Hatboro Horsham High School.  Students have also been 

active in other extracurricular activities, such as Guitar 

Club, Student Council, and KIND Club. 
 

Students love working at the computer, and they can keep 

learning at home with computer-based practice.  Abington 

students can log onto www.studyisland.com for helpful 

study aids, flashcards, and practice of grade-level skills in 

Reading and Math.  Student’s log-on is the same at home 

as at school.   

 

(That stinkin’ groundhog...) Fictional 

weatherman, Phil Connors, once said, “When 

Chekhov saw the long winter, he saw a winter 

bleak and dark and bereft of hope. Yet we 

know that winter is just another step in the 

cycle of life. But standing here among the people of [insert 

town name] and basking in the warmth of their hearths and 

hearts, I couldn't imagine a better fate than a long and 

lustrous winter.” What was he thinking??? 

 

Well, I could imagine a better fate — one that includes 

bright green grass, budding flowers and trees, t-shirts, 

sunshine and lacrosse (but not baseball). But, as the 

grayness of the winter sky and salted road permeate our 

souls, we have no choice but to grit our teeth, 

ready our shovels, and keep our sights on the road 

ahead. Here's a little of what we've been up to... 

 

We've used our geometric (Math Unit 5) and 

algebraic (Math Unit 6) understanding to design 

an alternate route around Easton Rd, so that we 

can make it home in a reasonable amount of time in case of 

another early snow dismissal. 

 

We've been story mapping, revising, drafting, and revising 

some more, all in the hopes that this is the year that Copper 

Beech finally puts a Pulitzer into the trophy case. 

(Communication Arts, Units 3-4, Silver Pen). Oh yea!  We 

also differentiated between facts and opinions, and 

determined author's purposes and perspectives. 

 

Additionally, we've mastered each of the 36 ways to say 

“No!” (DARE Program — okay, I'm exaggerating; there 

are only 8); we’ve visited both Greece and Rome (way 

better weather than here) and the Muslim Empire (it's a dry 

heat), and now, we're ready for the rejuvenating powers of 

spring. 

 

So until next time, take care of yourselves and each other. 

Oh, and tell Punxsutawney Phil to watch his step. Mr. Price 

can’t take much more of this winter wonderland! 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 

Kudos!!  Congratulations to Brian and Charlie Spurrier 

for winning our drawing contest! Together, the 

Brothers Spurrier came up with a great design 

to go with this year’s class theme, You're 

Gonna Hear Us Roar! This drawing will 

appear on our class t-shirt, in addition to 

appearing in our yearbook.  Great job, boys!!!! 

  

Dance the Night Away! Our dance was a HUGE 

SUCCESS! The sixth-grade students danced the night 

away and had a great time. Thank you 

to all the parents that helped 

make the evening so special — 

especially, Bernadette Cabry 

and Margie Hanley, who 

coordinated the festivities. 
  

Ice, Ice!  Isn’t It Nice??  Ice Skating was 

the next big social for our Sixth Graders. It 

was scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 23
rd

 from 

4 to 6 p.m. at the Old York Road Skating 

Rink in Elkins Park. The cost was $7.00, 

which included two hours of skating 

and skate rental. Informational flyers 

went home with students, and the deadline to turn 

in forms and money was Wednesday, Feb. 19
th
. 

Thanks for coming and skating circles around us! 
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Let’s Have Some Fun and Do Some Fun-draising!   
Our next big fundraiser is Sunday, March 2

nd
 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Palace Roller 

Skating Rink, 11586 Roosevelt Blvd., 

Philadelphia, Pa 19116. Cost is $7 per 

person, and $3 to rent in-line and regular 

skates. Only 450 tickets will be sold, so 

don't delay!  NO TICKETS WILL BE 

SOLD AT THE DOOR!! All are welcome!!   

 

Money Matters…Time’s Slipping By! If you 

have still not paid your $50 activity fee, please 

do so ASAP. 

  —Your Sixth-Grade Coordination Committee 

Susan Wasekanes - s.wasekanes@gmail.com  

Becky Donahue - btdonahue@comcast.net  

Judy Whisman - jwhisman17@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Desks of 
   Our Principals… 

What a LOVE-ly month February has been! The stud-

ents and staff participated in the African-American Read-

In by reading books of various genres and grade levels 

authored by African Americans. After reading, participants 

responded to the literature with essays, role-plays, 

drawings, and other activities. 

 

This is just a reminder that the Freedom Credit Union and 

Montgomery County Intermediate Unit are accepting 

nominations for their annual Voices of Inspiration Award 

for Teaching Excellence. If you are interested in 

nominating one of your child’s teachers, please visit 

http://www.freedomcu.org/about-us/voices-of-

inspiration.html to complete the nomination form online. 

The deadline for nominations is March 15, 2014.  
 

March conferences are around the corner. We look forward 

to seeing you at the Parent-Teacher Conferences! 

Stephanie Viola    

and Marie Kim 

Copper Beech Elementary  

School Principals 
 

News from the Nurse … 
 

Physical and Dental exams . . . It’s that time of year to get 

physical and dental exams in to the health room. The state 

of Pennsylvania requires physical exams for students in 

kindergarten, sixth, and eleventh grades. Dental exams 

are required in kindergarten, third, and seventh grades. 

The forms are available on Copper Beech’s website and the 

Abington School District website. Thank you to all who 

have turned them in already.  
 

Bring Us Your Sweats! Also the health room is in need of 

sweat pants in sizes 6 and 8. Please think of us as you 

clean out your closets at the end of the year. Thank you! 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

 
 

“I have learned over the years that  

when one's mind is made up,  

this diminishes fear." 

— — Rosa Park 

 

 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 
Donations are still being accepted for the KIND Club 
annual pet food drive to benefit the Montgomery County 

SPCA. Canned and dry food, treats, and towels are 

gratefully accepted and can be placed in the boxes at 

Copper Beech or left in the main office. 

World Spay Day is Feb. 25
th
, and with kitten season just 

around the corner, that means more kittens without homes 

that are placed in shelters or left homeless. Kittens can be 

spayed as young as 6 weeks. Low-cost spaying is available 

to anyone in the community through Forgotten Cats Clinic 

in Willow Grove. For more information, visit 

www.forgottencats.org  or contact Ms. Ryan at 

maryryan@abington.k12.pa.us. 

 

KIND Tip: You can feel better, lose weight, improve your 

family's health, and save animals by joining the Meatless 

Monday crowd. Fabulous meatless recipes can 

be found at www.meatlessmondays.com. 

 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 

mailto:s.wasekanes@gmail.com
mailto:btdonahue@comcast.net
mailto:jwhisman17@gmail.com
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From Our Reading Specialists … 

Below are a couple of upcoming fun events designed to 

get our children excited about reading! Parents, encourage 

your child or children to READ. 
 

Go for Gold! Be a Gold Medal Reader… Third-grade 

students will have an opportunity to 

participate in a very special reading 

incentive.   Students will keep a 

reading log for the next six weeks, and 

at the end of that time, there will be a 

grade-wide celebration for those 

students who have completed the six-week assignment. 
                            

Take A Shot with March Madness Reading Challenge… 

Fifth-grade students will have an opportunity to 

participate in the Fifth-Grade 2014 March 

Madness Reading Challenge. Students should 

select and read four books (books must be 

approved by classroom/tier teacher or librarian). 

Students will have to take and pass an Accelerated Reader 

Quiz about the books they’ve read. To reward our readers, 

students will have an opportunity to participate in a dance 

party in the cafe or a basketball game 

between students and teachers.  The special 

celebration will take place on Friday, April 

25
th

, during the regular school day. So, if you’re down for 

getting up on the dance floor or out on the basketball court, 

pick up those books and start reading! 

— The CB Reading Team, 

Mrs. Goldstein, Mrs. Rink, and Mrs. Watts  

 

 

The 

Library 

Report  
 

And the winners are…The American 

Library Association just announced 

that Locomotive  and Brian Floca 

have won the 2014 Caldecott Medal 

(best pictures in a picture 

book) and Kate DiCamillo 

won the 2014 Newbery Medal 

for  Flora and Ulysses: The 

Illuminated Adventures. Both 

are available in the library!  
 

The Accelerated Reader Program is a reading 

promotion program that we use in the 

library for fourth-, fifth- and sixth-

grade students.  The intent of the 

program is to foster a life-long love 

of reading, as well as give students 

and their teachers feedback about 

students’ reading effectiveness.  

Students can take a computer quiz on 

a book that they’ve read and collect 

points for correct answers.  You can find out which books 

have computer quizzes by accessing the library catalog at 

home at: http://lmc.abington.k12.pa.us.  The kids should 

be experts on using the catalog and will show you how!  

Fifth Graders are busy reading and quizzing so they can 

participate in the   March Madness reading promotion.  
Fifth-grade students who’ve read four grade-appropriate 

books and pass four quizzes will be playing basketball or 

kicking up their heels at a dance party. 

 

This year, Ms. Boyd, a fourth-grade teacher, has organized 

our participation in the National African American Read-

In, which is sponsored by the National Council of Teachers 

of English.  On Feb. 21
st
, teachers and students read from 

our wonderful selection of  picture books written by 

African American authors and logging their time with other 

schools, churches and libraries across the country.  What a 

great way to promote reading during African American 

History Month! As always, a special thanks to our 

wonderful parent volunteers.   

Happy Reading! 

— Janet Boff and the Library Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Volunteers do not necessarily  

have the time…  

they just have 

 the heart.”    

~Elizabeth Andrew 
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Black History Month 

A Time to Remember 
 

Fifty years ago, Martin Luther King Jr. shared his view of 
what a better world could be…fifty years later, shades of 

King’s world still exist — prejudice, injustice and fear. 

Let’s color our world with a few different shades – love, 

kindness and trust — and remember Dr. King’s words… 

 

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day 

live in a nation where they will not be 

judged by the color of their skin but by the 

content of their character.” 

— Martin Luther King 

 

 

 

  Community Board 
 

Check out these activities for  

you and your family. 
 

THE PEKING  ACROBATS ARE COMING  

TO THE KESWICK THEATER! 
Some of the most talented tumblers, contortionists, 

acrobats and cyclists from China will entertain you with 

their treacherous feats of daring by defying gravity with 

amazing displays of flexibility and strength.  

Performances run from March 2
nd

 through the 5
th

. 

www.keswicktheatre.com  

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER  

WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY 

Check out The Breathing Room website 

(www.breathingroomfdn.org) to see how you can help 

families affected by cancer in our community. Volunteers 

can donate home-cooked meals, provide clean homes, do 

yard work, provide home repairs, offer transportation, and 

participate in fundraising.   
 

Check out Briar Bush Nature Center’s website to 

learn about volunteering as a family or as a student 

(ages 12-18) at this wonderful neighborhood nature 

sanctuary. (www.briarbush.org)  
 

Volunteer to be a captain at this year’s  

Copper Beech PTA Spring Fair. If you didn’t  

receive an email regarding this upcoming PTA 

fundraiser, here’s a link to sign up to do your part to make 

this annual fair a success!   

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CA8AA29ABF

58-spring.  Or, if you have any questions, contact any one 

of the fair coordinators below. They’ll be glad you did! 

  

Jen Hurley – jhurley830@comcast.net 

Ashley Brunetti - mattysmom114@yahoo.com 

Natalie Franklin - nefranklin424@aol.com 

Betsy Krol - ekrol2317@comcast.net 

  

Donate Blood… Give a Pint, Get a Pint at St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church, Saturday, March 1
st
, at 654 N. Easton 

Road in Glenside.  Donate a pint of blood and get a 

coupon for one of the following to say “thank you!”   

•   A pint of homemade soup from  

Peas in a Pod 

•   A pint of beer from The Glenside Pub 

•   A pint of Rita’s water ice 

• or a pound of Dunkin’ Donuts Coffee 

Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org and use 19038 as the 

zip code and 3/1/14 as the date. Or, call Kate Boyce @ 

215-657-8539 or email her @ yellowkab@cavtel.net.  

 

 

“Those who can, do.  

Those who can do more,  

volunteer.”    

~Author Unknown 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Groundhog Day, celebrated on 

Feb. 2
nd

, came about because of 

a German superstition. They 

thought if a hibernating animal 

cast a shadow on Feb. 2
nd

  that 

winter would last for another six 

weeks. If there was no shadow, spring would come early. 
 

 

 

 

 

FYI:  Please email your submissions for the  

PTA Cougar Chronicles to 6coyles@verizon.net in 

Word format only.  Please note on subject line as 

“Newsletter Submission.”  
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