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A Message from Our PTA President & President-Elect 

Welcome back, Copper Beech Families and Happy 2014!   Hopefully, everyone is staying warm! It is hard to believe that 

we are halfway through the school year.  Our first event of the year was a well-attended Movie Night featuring Despicable 

Me 2!  Thanks to everyone who came and donated to the Food Drive. 
 

We have a lot coming up in the next few months, and the planning is underway for all of it!  The 

Publishing Center is back in full swing, and the students in grades K-2 have already begun to write 

their stories.  If you are interested in volunteering, please let us know, and we will put you to work.  

Andrea Judge and her team are always looking for extra help.  Also, if you are in the PTA office 

while the Publishing Center team is working, please be respectful of their space and the job they are 

doing!   
 

Family Game Night is coming up on Jan. 24
th
.  Please join us for some Bingo Games!  There are 

lots of prizes to be won!  Get your “dates” ready for a special night!  The Sweetheart Dance is going to be held on Feb. 21
st
 

at Copper Beech.  Be sure to get those lovely, little girls ready for a night of fun with someone special.  And our boys are not 

to be excluded!  We have a fun night planned for those boys and someone special on March 14
th

 at Copper Beech.  

  

Spring will be here before we know it … even though it hasn’t seemed that way lately!  We have started the planning for the 

Spring Fair on May 3
rd

.  We will be looking for lots of volunteers for set-up, breakdown and assistance the day of the event.  

It takes a lot of people to make this huge event successful. Also, please continue to encourage your children to volunteer for 

Service Hours.  If you haven’t already done so, please download the log sheet from the Copper Beech website at 

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/pdf/Service%20Learning/ServiceLearningLog2013.pdf.  
 

Thank you, 

Nicole Gesing, President, the_gesings@msn.com 

Christine Strange, President-Elect, chris_strange@comcast.net 
 

  

 

 

Copper Beech Classes at a Glance
This month, we are putting a lid on our 

Reading theme, Food, and we’ll soon be 

entering the world of Animals.  While in 

Math, we continue to work on: 

identifying coins (nickel and dime); skip-

counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s; counting 

forward to 70; exploring measuring tools; writing 

numbers in the 20s, 30s, and 40s; and graphing. 

The kindergarteners are so excited about creating their 

100
th

-day-of-school tee shirts!  Time does certainly fly by 

here in the big K. All of the classes have 

learned about Martin Luther King, Jr. in 

celebration of the slain civil-rights leader’s 

birthday.  Children in Mrs. Bowlin’s class 

even learned King’s famous I Have a Dream 

speech in sign language!  Wow! 

Child-Check: 215-881-2011  

Copper Beech Office:  

215-881-2000  

 

 

 

K 
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Happy New Year to all our students and 
families!  The first-grade teachers would like 

to welcome everyone back from a long 

winter break.  We are continuing with our 

third unit in Language Arts and will continue 

our work with the long -vowel sounds in 

spelling.  We will finish out the unit by introducing triple-

letter consonant blends.  Our focus on Analyzing 

Literature and Reading Critically will continue as we work 

with analyzing characters and settings, making predictions, 

and identifying the author’s purpose. 
 

We will shortly be wrapping up our work in Unit 4 of 

Everyday Math.  In Unit 5, your child will be learning 

about place value.  He or she will continue working on the 

first-grade Number Scroll project, in which your child 

records the numbers from 1-1000, with the purpose of 

helping him/her master the patterns of the number grid, as 

well as developing a more solid understanding of place 

value.  In addition, s/he will learn about the relationships 

of greater than, less than, and equal to.  Encourage your 

child to also continue developing and strengthening his/her 

Fact Power (the ability to recite addition facts with sums 

from 0-18). 
 

In Science, the second marking period introduces us to the 

unit of Solids and Liquids.  Students will learn the 

different properties of each of these forms of matter.  They 

will conduct experiments to see if solids can: roll or stack, 

float or sink, are magnetic or not, as well as a variety of 

other “tests.”  Liquids will also be tested to determine 

adherence to certain properties.  This is always a fun unit, 

which the students greet with great enthusiasm and 

curiosity! 
 

In celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life, the 

first-grade classes shared reading, writing, and pictures 

relating to his life and his message of equality and peace.  

They also were proud to be a part of the school-wide 

assembly featuring Dr. King and his impact on our society.  

 
The teachers and students would like to 
wish everyone a happy and healthy New 

Year. The following highlights what the 

children are learning in class: 
 

In Math, the students will complete their unit 

on geometry and have learned to classify pyramids and 

prisms by observing the bases of each.  They have 

also learned names and the characteristics of 

various polygons.  
 

The current theme in language arts is Better 

Together.  We are reading fiction and non-fiction 

stories about people and characters working 

together.  The boys and girls are honing their writing skills 

as they learn to write persuasive letters to one another.  

The students are also learning how to just say NO to drugs 

in Health class. 
 

In Social Studies, the boys and girls will be learning about 

the first settlers that came to America and the birth of our 

country. The teachers are in the process of organizing a 

trip to Morris Arboretum during the month of May. More 

information will follow as it becomes available. 
 

Happy New Year to all of our third-grade 

families. We look forward to the rest of our 

school year with the children. 
 

We are wrapping up our Math unit, and the 

children continue to learn about large 

numbers, as well as decimals relating to place value. 

Please review and go over homework carefully with them 

each night. It is easy to pick up on areas of difficulty when 

that is done. We are also nearing the end of 

Communication Arts Unit 3. This week, we are reading 

about and discussing family journeys. These are great 

stories to hear and share. 
 

You will see updated book logs that will require the 

children to provide a written response to their nightly 

reading. This is considered a homework assignment, so 

please ensure that they are including this. Thank you so 

much for your support!! 

 

Fourth grade fuses the New Year with our 
new unit on Electricity in Science. Students 

will continue to see the importance of 

documenting and making observations, as 

well as investigating inquiries. 

In Math, we are summing up our unit on Big 

Numbers, Estimation and Computation and moving into 

Unit 6. Unit 6 focuses on understanding the division 

operation, developing a method for dividing whole 

numbers, and solving division-number stories. This unit 

also emphasizes numbers in map coordinate systems and 

extends informal work with rotations and angles. Ongoing 

practice with basic facts at home and in school continues. 
 

Language Arts challenges the students to identify and 

evaluate the author’s purpose through great American 

stories like My Brother Martin. Students will also learn to 

compare and contrast, summarize and use 

sequencing. Check with your child and please 

send more pencils and supplies if needed. 
 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about the 

Pennsylvania colony, William Penn, and the 

relationship he had with the Native Americans in 
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the area. Finally, in Health, students are learning about the 

consequences of tobacco, alcohol and drug abuse. 

 

We heartily congratulate all of our Student 

Council representatives and acknowledge the 

dedication and hard work they demonstrated 

in making our Annual Food Drive a big 

success. Kudos for a job well done! 
 

The hall is alive with the sound of music! Students in 

Guitar Club and Drum Club are having a rockin’ time on 

Wednesdays, thanks to Dr. P. and Mr. Haertsch. We are 

looking forward to future performances that showcase all 

they are learning. KIND Club with Ms. Ryan is in full 

swing.  Students are having a super time learning how to 

care for, and show respect toward, our pets and other 

animals. 
 

In Communication Arts, we're working through Unit 3, 

Turning Points. The unit explores such themes as The 

American Revolution, Women’s Suffrage, and Protecting 

the Environment. Through these topics we will continue to 

draw conclusions and make inferences using story clues 

and personal knowledge, and differentiating between fact 

and opinion. 
 

FRACTIONS, DECIMALS, and PERCENTS! OH MY!!! 

In Math, unit 5 is all about parts of a whole, adding and 

subtracting fractions, and converting fractions to decimals 

and percents. We will also be constructing and interpreting 

bar and circle graphs. Students should practice measuring 

in inches to the nearest 1/16 of an inch. Review those 

multiplication facts!!! 
 

We're excited and proud to be part of such a wonderful 

school, stay tuned for more information in future issues of 

the Cougar Chronicles. 

 

Not much has changed since the last line we 

dropped you, other than an extreme dip in the 

temperatures. So this will be quick... (Just 

imagine. I'm like the guy at the auction...) 
 

Math … We're getting ready to measure 

angles and hopefully utilize those skills to design a state-

of-the-art Olympic facility that blows China's cube out of 

the water. 
 

Reading … We're in the midst of writing our 

Silver Pen narratives, and there will no doubt be 

Pulitzer and Newberry winners in this year's lot. 
 

Science/Health/DARE … We're learning all 

about the human body, drugs and alcohol, and the 

142 ways to just say, “No!”  

Social Studies … We've seen many reflections of ancient 

Greece and Rome in our current civilization — alphabet, 

government, sports, etc. — although we seriously doubt 

any gladiator matches will be held around here anytime 

soon. 
 

Be on the lookout for any Talent Show forms/info coming 

home, in addition to any junior high material.  That's it for 

now.  Take care of yourself and each other. 

 

6th-Grade Activities —   

Spread the Word! 
Happy New Year to all! Mark your calendars for these 

upcoming sixth-grade events… 
 

Talent Show, Jan. 23
rd

, 7-9 p.m.  
Copper Beech gym 

Admission @ door $3 for adults;  

$1 students  

All proceeds go to sixth-grade activities.  

 

Snowball Dance, Feb. 7
th

, 7-9 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus  

235 Limekiln Pike 

Admission free 

  

Ice Skating Social 
The Rink, February 23

rd
  

Time to be announced. 

  

Family Fun Night, March 2
nd

  

@ Palace Roller Skating 
11586 Roosevelt Blvd.,  

from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Admission is $7 per person 

Skate Rental is $3 
 

If you have not paid your activity fee as of yet, please do 

so ASAP. 

 —Your Sixth-Grade Coordination Committee 

Susan Wasekanes - s.wasekanes@gmail.com  

Becky Donahue - btdonahue@comcast.net  

Judy Whisman - jwhisman17@gmail.com 

 

 
 

From the Desks of 
   Our Principals… 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a 

very relaxing and enjoyable winter break. In 

recognition of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Did you know? 
Among cats, "Hello" is 

rubbing heads. When 

your cat rubs her head 

on your leg or arm, she 

is saying hello to you. 

Most people will be 

moved to pick her up. 

That's one answer, but 

it's not a "cat hello." To 

answer the greeting, get 

down on your hands 

and knees and rub heads 

with your cat. She will 

probably reply by 

arching her back, 

raising her tail, and 

cupping her whiskers 

forward. Your cat will 

enjoy you speaking cat! 
 

(adapted from  

How to Talk to Your Cat  

by Jean Craighead George. 

Day, Copper Beech held a whole-school assembly and 

presented the Martin Luther King, Jr. Peace Awards. In 

addition, Copper Beech’s VIBE and IMAGINE students 

and staff performed a day of service by cleaning up the 

grounds on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
  

Just as a reminder, Kindergarten registration will be held 

on Feb. 5
th

 and 6
th

.   
  

Also, Freedom Credit Union and Montgomery County 

Intermediate Unit are accepting nominations for their 

annual Voices of Inspiration Award for Teaching 

Excellence.  If you are interested in nominating one of 

your child’s teachers, please visit 

www.freedomcu.org/about-us/voices-of-inspiration.html to 

complete the nomination form online. The deadline for 

nominations is March 15, 2014. 

Stephanie Viola    

and Marie Kim 

Copper Beech Elementary  

School Principals 
 

News from the Nurse … 
Each year, the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
requests school nurses to conduct height and weight 

measurements and to calculate Body Mass Indices (BMI) 

for students in grades kindergarten through 12
th
. After the 

students are screened, letters are mailed home informing 

parents of the results, along with recommendations to 

share this information with their health care providers. If 

you have any questions or concerns please contact the 

health room at (215) 517-2747. 

— Holly Horner 

Certified School Nurse 

Copper Beech Elementary School 

 

 
 

 

KIND Club  — Caring for  All  

Creatures … Great and Small 
Animal Shelters need help caring for our furry friends 
this winter. The KIND Club will be holding its annual pet 

food drive to benefit the Montgomery County 

SPCA from Jan. 21
st
 to Feb. 21

st
. Collection boxes 

can be found on each floor of Copper Beech, or 

donations can be dropped off at the school’s front 

office. Shelters gratefully accept pet food for cats, 

dogs, rabbits, and guinea pigs. They especially 

need canned kitten food. 

 

KIND Club members earn service learning credit by 

volunteering at Forgotten Cats Adoption Center at the 

Jenkintown PetSmart. Ms. Ryan and her students have 

contributed 60 hours of service so far this year! 

 
Joel Coyle-

O'Sullivan, 

Jeremy 

Bottinger, 

and Analise 

Bottinger 

help three 

sweet kitties 

have play 

time at the 

Adoption 

Center. 

 

— Ms. Ryan, Faculty Advisor 
 

http://www.freedomcu.org/about-us/voices-of-inspiration.html

